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An act of blessing for the soil
Where possible, use this act of blessing 
as an opportunity to go out into a local 
field – or your garden, if you are using 
this resource with your household – and 
spend some time in God’s creation.

Encourage your congregation or family 
to scoop up some soil where they hope 
to till in the coming year. The words in 
bold should be said together.

O Lord, all the earth is yours.
We bring before you this rich and living 
soil that you may bless us 
and our lands with abundant fertility.
You visit the earth and water it; 
you make it very plenteous. 
You prepare grain for your people, 
for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out 
the ridges; 
you soften the ground with showers 
and bless its increase. 
You crown the year with your goodness, 
and your paths overflow with plenty.
In the name of the creator of heaven and 
earth, 
we dedicate this living soil that it may be 
fruitful to his glory.
By the blessing of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, may the land we till and 
tend 
bring forth good food in abundance, for 
the birds and beasts and all people. 
Amen.
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Plough Sunday celebrates the long hours of tilling and preparing the land 
before seed can be sown. This festival was originally celebrated after the 
twelve days of Christmas as a way of getting back to work. The plough, 

stored in the church, was decorated, blessed and taken around a village to 
collect money for the ‘plough light’. This light was a candle kept burning in 
the church until harvest, reminding people to pray for the land and those 

who worked on it. Sometimes seed and soil were also blessed.

While this may seem a world away from the lives many of us live today, 
the start of a new year often brings with it a sense of new beginnings. 

This year we will need to mark these new beginnings differently, in light of 
the ongoing restrictions on gathering resulting from COVID-19. Here you 
will find prayers, hymns and readings to enable you to celebrate Plough 

Sunday as a household or a church. 

Let’s take this opportunity to ask for blessing on the tools of our trades, 
whether tractors, vans or laptops.

Revd Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer for the  
Methodist and United Reformed Churches

What does the Bible say?
Isaiah 2:1-5

This well-known wand oft-quoted passage from Isaiah reminds us that on 
the day when the world turns to God, the nations ‘will beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks’. Isaiah’s vision is one in 
which humanity rejects the destruction of warfare and in its place embraces 
the promise of growth and production through farming and agriculture. In 
a world in which undernourishment is on the increase (ourworldindata.

org), and a tenth of the global population will not have enough to eat today 
(bloombergquint.com), we prayerfully wait on this promise. 

People who are hungry, displaced, bereaved by war, disfigured, mutilated or 
traumatised see the plough as a symbol of peace; the farmer and the plough 
put food in the mouths of hungry children, while warfare robs them of their 

futures. A production system which makes food mountains is indeed an 
embarrassment, but weapons stockpiles are an obscenity.

‘Tumultuous’, ‘unprecedented’, ‘testing’: this past year has been far from 
peaceful; fears of food shortages should have forced society to appreciate the 
farmer, who has been just as busy as ever. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 

farmers remain a key part of the solution to the challenges of the world.

Sirach 38:25-34
You might think that this reading from the Apocrypha sounds disparaging of 
the people it mentions, but this is not the intention. Rather it is a reminder 
that those in agricultural and manual professions – the passage describes 
them as skilful artisans (vv27, 31) – are diligent workers often ignored or 

forgotten. However, they are essential for the successful functioning of wider 
society: ‘Without them no city can be inhabited’ (v32).

Celebrating  
Plough Sunday 
with your church 
and community
You may wish to use some of the 
following prayers, blessings and hymn 
suggestions as part of a church service or 
household gathering on Plough Sunday.



Lighting of the plough light
For practicality and safety this should not be a candle! Try an electric tea light 
(or other electric candle) or a small lamp. If you don’t want to keep it on all 
the time, trying switching it on at a regular time – at the start of a meal, for 
example – and pray for farmers and other essential workers.

A prayer for farmers

Loving God,
We give you thanks for all those involved in bringing us our food.
We pray particularly for farmers as they work hard to care for the land and for 
livestock; 
keep them safe and help them to know your presence with them.
We remember all those who work to keep society going, 
often unseen and unacknowledged.
Thank you for their hard work and all it means to us.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

A prayer for Plough Sunday
Creator God, you give us the amazing gift of soil 
in which to grow crops to feed both humans and animals.
Grant us wisdom as we seek to work with you 
and in harmony with the micro-organisms and worms 
in maintaining soil fertility and proper drainage. 
As we plant successive crops, 
we trust you for the miracle of growth 
enabled by the balance of light, warmth, nutrients and moisture 
to produce an abundant crop. 
Keep us alert to maintain and use our tools and machinery carefully 
and give us pride and satisfaction in our work.
This we pray in the name of Christ, 
who set his hand to the plough and did not look back. 
Amen.

A prayer of thanksgiving
Every good and perfect gift comes from you, O Lord. 
For fertile soil, for the smell of newly-turned earth, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For keen, cold, frosty winter days and nights, 
We give you thanks, O Lord.
For the tractor’s hum and the gleam of a cutting edge,
We give you thanks , O Lord. 
For the beauty of a clean-cut furrow and the sweep of a well-ploughed field, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
Blessed be you, Lord for all your gifts to us.
Amen.

The Everlasting Mercy (extract) 
O Christ, who holds the open gate,
O Christ, who drives the furrow straight,
O Christ, the plough, 
O Christ, the laughter
Of holy white birds flying after.

Lo, all my heart’s field’s red and torn, 
And thou wilt bring the young green corn, 
The young green corn divinely springing, 
The young green corn for ever singing.

And when the field is fresh and fair 
Thy blessed feet shall glitter there.
And we will walk the weeded field, 
And tell the golden harvest’s yield,
The corn that makes the holy bread
By which the soul of man is fed,
The holy bread, the food unpriced,
Thy everlasting mercy, Christ.

(John Masefield)

HYMNS  
for Plough Sunday
• All creatures of our God and King 

(Hymns Old and New (HO&N) 9)
• For the beauty of the earth (HO&N 137)
• For the fruits of his creation (HO&N 138)
• Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

(HO&N 242)
• Lord, bring the day to pass 
• Morning has broken (HO&N 337)
• O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

(HO&N 378)
• Praise and thanksgiving
• Sing Praise to God
• To God who makes all lovely things
• We plough the fields and scatter (HO&N 

534)
• Who put the colours in the rainbow? 

(HO&N 557)



Useful resources
Explore the work of these 
organisations – and many, many 
others – to find out more about the 
opportunities and challenges facing 
agricultural communities in the UK 
and further afield.

Back British Farming 
(countrysideonline.co.uk/ 
back-british-farming)

Fairtrade Foundation  
(fairtrade.org.uk) 

Farming Community Network 
(FCN, fcn.org.uk)

Get to know a 
farmer!
Historically, many rural churches 
would have had farmers in their 
communities and congregations, 
but this is becoming rarer. However, 
if you do have a farmer or farming 
family worshipping with you, why 
not ask them to share something of 
their experience of farming life and 
its challenges and opportunities in 
a service and commit to praying 
regularly for them? 

If you live or worship in an 
agricultural community but don’t 
have a link with a local farm, 
consider finding an appropriate way 
to show your thanks for all they 
contribute both to your community 
and to our nation more widely. 
Then consider how you might 
support and encourage them on a 
more regular basis. 

Pray for the farming 
community
2020 was a very difficult year for 
many in the farming community 
which continues to negotiate 
a ‘triple threat’ of challenges: a 
gruelling combination of very wet 
then very hot, dry weather, the 
changing shape of agricultural 
policy, and the ongoing impact of 
COVID-19. This year, perhaps more 
than ever, the farming community 
in the UK needs our prayers!

NEXT STEPS… 
If this resource has got you thinking in a new way about the farming community, why not commit as a church or 
household to supporting those involved in agriculture in a new way this year? 
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