
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year of the Burial Ground 2020 
 
Caring for God’s Acre will be twenty years old in 2020. We have been supporting and advising 
churchwardens, PCCs and churchyard volunteers since the birth of the charity in 2000, helping them to keep 
these unique sites beautiful and accessible. 
 
To celebrate our 20th anniversary we have designated 2020 as the Year of the Burial Ground and have 
committed ourselves to raising the profile of these unique spaces and celebrating with the people and 
communities who care for them.  
 
We began as a Shropshire based initiative in 1997 after being inspired by the national Living Churchyard and 
Cemetery Project (LCCP) set up in 1985 by the Council for the Care of Churches and English Nature. Based at 
the Arthur Rank Centre, the LCCP was the first initiative to promote the conservation of burial sites in the UK. 
Managed by Eve Dennis MBE, the project supported organisations to establish their own Living Churchyard 
Projects. The original LCCP came to an end around 2000. At this time Eve contacted Caring for God’s Acre to 
ask if we would take forward the national role of promoting the conservation of burial sites. We agreed, 
became a national charity, and have been supporting those who are managing churchyards, cemeteries and 
other burial grounds since then.  
 
Particularly in rural areas where population densities can be low, the benefits of involving more people from 
the local community in the management of the churchyard are many. By encouraging people to love and 
value their local churchyard they are inspiring others to get involved, learn more about wildlife and local 
history, and see themselves as part of the group caring for this special place and passing it on to future 
generations. Events and work parties bring many new people into contact with the church and in our 
experience the majority of people taking part in work parties are not from the congregation. Community 
involvement is particularly high when the churchyard is being managed for wildlife as well as for people. 
Do look at our website to see how the Year of the Burial Ground can help you raise the profile of your unique 
churchyard within your community. We would love to hear how you get on. 
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Raise the profile of your churchyard within your community by including regular articles in community/parish 
newsletters. We can help with this - every month we send out a mini article relating to seasonal and 
interesting facts relating to churchyards. 
 
Hold regular work party days: call them something appealing such as a ‘Cake and Rake’ day. Ensure the ways 
in which people can help is varied and inclusive. As well as practical work, encouraging people to record the 
wildlife in the churchyard whenever they are passing is a great way of widening involvement. Liam, our Data 
Officer, would love to hear about any records you have and will pop them on our new national database and 
map. 
 
Link your activities in with national initiatives to capture people’s interest such as National Nest Box Week 
(February), Love your Burial Ground week (June) or Family History Week (April). 
 
Involve your local primary school: we have an education pack for teachers available to freely download from 
our website. It is also suitable for cub and brownie groups. 
 
Visit our website for more information and inspiration! 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 84: Heaven in Ordinary, June 2020. Go to arthurrankcentre.org.uk/country-
way for more information about how to subscribe. 
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