
Sunday, 29th March 2020 

Passion Sunday 

 

Collect: 

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: lead us to ponder the 

mysteries of his passion, that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our 

Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Suggested hymns: 
My song is love unknown 

Christ’s is the world in which we move 

Glory be to Jesus 

Thine be the glory 

 

Readings: 

Psalm 130 or Psalm Anthem Out of the Depths, by Karl Digerness, 2005 

Isaiah 43.16-21 

John 12.1-5, 7-8 

 

Reflection: by Rev’d Janet Craven 
John tells us in our reading from his Gospel that six days before Passover, Jesus and his 

disciples come for a meal at the home of Martha, Mary and Lazarus. He knew them well and 

they were friends of his. On one visit, Martha complained that she had to do all the work 

while Mary sat and listened to Jesus, something that normally the men would do while the 

women got on with the food preparation and other chores.  

 

A short time before, he'd been with them after Lazarus had died and we have that amazing 

story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. So the gathering would have been charged with 

emotion and gratitude for what Jesus had done. Lazarus is one of those sitting at the table. 

As usual, Martha is serving the food! Suddenly, Mary is there pouring an expensive perfume 

over Jesus feet and wiping them with her hair. This is a bold and extravagant act, intimate and 

sensual, more appropriate in the privacy of a bedroom than at a meal in front of everyone. 

The fact that Mary has loose hair is shocking. Women had their heads covered in public; only 

prostitutes would normally have uncovered heads and loose hair. The diners would be 

extremely uncomfortable with the situation.  

 

It is Judas Iscariot who speaks up and self-righteously declares it is a waste and that the money 

spent on the perfume could have been given to the poor. And it would have cost about a 

year's wages. But Judas and the others have missed the point. Mary is the only one who seems 

to know what Jesus is about and is anointing him in preparation for his death. Her love for 



him is so great, she gives of her best. It is an act of adoration and commitment. Indeed six 

days later Jesus will be eating The Last Supper with his disciples. Then will come his betrayal 

by Judas, his rigged trial and execution.  

Today is Passion Sunday when we can start to walk with Jesus on his final journey to Jerusalem 

and remember all that took place leading up to Good Friday. But we have the knowledge that 

Jesus' death was not the end. We can look forward eagerly to Easter Day when Jesus rose 

from the dead and now lives forever. He has defeated death and offers us eternal life.  

 

We live in difficult times for the moment unable to visit each other or worship as a 

congregation, but God is still with us. Just as Jesus loved Martha, Mary and Lazarus, he loves 

us too. We may be physically separated from one another, but we are united in our faith. 

We're united in Jesus Christ, and he will never let us down. 

  



Intercessions Sunday 30th March 2020 Passion Sunday 

Before the service cut out a teardrop from tissue or thin paper to use in our prayers. 

 

We pray for our world.  We pray that the virus which is causing so much devastation will be 

defeated and we pray for all those who are working to find a vaccine and a cure. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those who are ill and those who care for them.  Particularly we pray for those 

in our health and social care services on the front line of caring. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those involved in helping us to get the supplies we need in our shops and 

supermarkets, and all working in food production and all volunteers supporting the 

vulnerable. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those who are worried about their jobs and their livelihood and all those 

seeking to support them. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for parents and teachers and for children at home from school  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those in self-isolation and all of us as we follow advice to stay at home. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our Government and Parliament in the difficult decisions which they have to 

make to save lives and to enable our economy to function. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for ourselves and all Christians that we may witness to God’s love in our 

communities. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We have been thinking about Mary anticipating the death of Jesus. As we move into 

Passiontide we remember that Jesus is with us in our grief and pain and comforts us by his 

resurrection power. Think of a person or a place that weeps with sadness and needs fresh hope 

and God’s resurrection power. Be still and quiet for a few moments, holding your teardrop 

before God.  

Then say:  

 



Thank you, Lord,  

that you weep with us as you wept with Mary and Martha.  

Comfort us as we comfort others.  

Bring restored hope to those we hold up before you today.  

May they know your resurrection power.  

Amen. 

 

A prayer in lockdown from the Dean of Southwark 

The doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked. (John 20.19) 

Ever present God, 

be with us in our isolation, 

be close to us in our distancing, 

be healing in our sickness, 

be joy in our sadness, 

be light in our darkness, 

be wisdom in our confusion, 

be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, 

that when the doors reopen 

we may with the zeal of Pentecost 

inhabit our communities 

and speak of your goodness 

to an emerging world. 

For Jesus’ sake. 

Amen. 

 

 


