
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing God’s blessings 
 
‘We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty 
hand’ we sang heartily at the beginning of our annual Harvest Festival Celebration Service in the village 
chapel of Kirkheaton. 
 
The previous month we had received a wonderful blessing through our partners the United Reform Church 
who gave us a very generous £3000 mission grant to be used locally. Harvest was our first opportunity to get 
to work and join in what God was already doing in our village. With the help of the money we prayerfully set 
about preparing invitations to a celebration service followed by a meal. 
 
Kirkheaton still has its own May Queen who is crowned at the annual village gala, but we discovered that the 
Queen and her attendants are only invited to that one event. So, we decided to make them the first of our 
invited Harvest guests. Within two days the whole May Queen party along with their families had accepted 
our invitations. We were thrilled.  
 
Next to be invited were all the user groups in our building: the slimming group, uniformed groups, senior 
citizens and various others, plus our next-door neighbours, the children’s nursery. Once again all were 
represented at the Harvest and so we realised the seed we were sowing through our invitations were indeed 
to be ‘watered by God’s almighty hand’. 
 
We were a little nervous on the day, asking ourselves if all the folk who said they were coming would really 
attend. We needn’t have worried as people of all ages flooded through the doors! God showered us with 
blessings as numbers soared to seventy, a huge increase on our regular congregation of about twenty-five. 
We provided crafts for the children, sang three traditional hymns, prayed for the community and for the 
world, and enjoyed an audio-visual presentation of Harvest pictures that were suitable for all. 
 
Afterwards came extra blessings, as opportunities arose to invite our new-found friends to other events and 
groups, many actually asking us about them. As we reached out to the vulnerable in our community with our 
food collection, we realised the blessings were two-fold: as we received, it was now time to work once more 
in partnership with our generous God and bless others. 
 
So, we believe that church growth has already begun, and there’s no better time to start – especially in our 
rural community – than at Harvest.  
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