
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons 
 
Only a livestock farmer will fully understand what it means to have to sell up their herd or flock. In the spring 
of 2004, the day after the auction of our cattle, I stood in the yard and prayed. The particular smells and 
sounds of dairy cows were absent for the first day in generations, and added to the financial pressures of the 
tenancy was the strange guilt that after so many years I was the one who had to leave the dairy industry. But 
I had trusted in Jesus for long enough to know that God can use our failures and disappointments to bring 
about what he really wants from us. So began a new adventure in farming the particular way in which the 
Lord led. 
 
The demise of dairying gave the time and prompted the creativity for launching into Countryside 
Stewardship, the European Union scheme to integrate conservation and wildlife management into 
agriculture. This in turn opened the opportunity for educational access. Southfields Farm is right on the edge 
of Birmingham’s urban fringe and close to huge numbers of schools, so this venture has grown over the years 
as contacts and school partnerships have developed.  
 
Many of our young visitors have experienced little or nothing of the countryside and respond with much 
excitement. It is a joy to welcome children to the farm and to see growing plants and animals through their 
eyes. We hear their shrieks of delight in discovering a new minibeast or making friends with a farm animal. 
Our special needs visitors flourish in the open space and calming atmosphere. 
 
The Apostle Paul tells us that God has given us evidence of His existence by giving us rainfall, crops and food 
(Acts 14:17). Abundant harvests and packed supermarket shelves should remind us of the source of this 
providence. The great challenge for those who work the land, especially for Christians, is to work with 
creation rather than against it. It has long been my belief that efficient production of food and environmental 
concern can and should co-exist, and we seek to run this farm accordingly.  
 
We thank the Lord for government support for these endeavours, even though it brings with it a raft of 
conditions and regulations! Nevertheless, our first responsibility is to our God and Father who made all 
things and in whom all things hold together (Colossians 1:17). As part of de-intensifying land use we have 
developed wild flower meadows, nectar mixes to encourage insects, wild bird mixes for winter feed, grass 
margins around fields, and restored ponds. It is truly a delight to see and hear nature’s response, a buzz in 
the meadows and the chatter of birds in rising number and variety.  
 
Some years ago, I was challenged by the words, ‘whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.’ (Colossians 3:17). The ‘whatevers’ of daily life can become an act of worship, the 



 
 

most menial of tasks become prayer, and even the things that go wrong an opportunity for praise. I’m still 
working on it! 
 
Advances in science and technology are also playing their part. Today we are so much more aware of our 
dependence on the soil, and of how intricate and fragile an ecosystem it is. We now know more about the 
huge number of micro-organisms thriving in healthy soil, all working to recycle nutrients so that we humans 
can reap a harvest and eat it, so we are more aware of how we should look after it. We are better aware of 
the carbon cycle in our soils and have radically reduced land tillage to conserve soil structure and nutrient 
conservation. And we are still learning.  
 
Our plans for the future include further integration of growing food and growing wildlife, and reducing 
artificial inputs, embracing technology to produce wholesome food from biodiverse fields. What an 
opportunity God has given us to work in partnership with Him, with the materials and resources that He 
provides.  
 
‘Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.’ (Acts 14:17) 
 
John Plumb 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 83: Difficult Questions?, February 2020. Go to germinate.net/country-way for 
more information about how to subscribe. 
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