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I follow a lot of people; 381 to be precise. I know their 
politics, their faith convictions, their favourite meals, where 
they go on holiday. And I have followers, 102 at the last 
count. In fact, I don’t have to count them; my phone does 
it for me. My phone also tells me whether these followers 
agree with my opinions and find the same things funny. 

Of course, all this following takes place on Twitter. 

It’s interesting to reflect on the way that new technology 
has changed the way we use language. The growth of social 
media over the last two decades has radically changed the 
way we connect with one another, and in the context of faith 
it’s created another lens through which we view scripture. 

When Jesus called the first disciples to follow him (Mark 
1:17), he wasn’t calling them to something passive, 
follower-ship limited to scrolling down a screen, ‘liking’ and 
retweeting with impunity. Following Jesus is far more active 
than that. 

Following Jesus calls us out of our comfort zones and 
challenges us to re-orientate our lives, making Jesus’ 
priorities our priorities and seeking to become the answer 
to the prayer many of us pray every Sunday: Your Kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

For some of us, answering God’s call to follow will turn 
our lives upside down. For others, following Jesus means 
working out how to be a disciple where we are now: at 
work, at home, in our leisure activities, in the way we 

use our practical and financial 
resources and engage with the 
rural communities of which we 
are a part.  

In this issue of Country Way 
we’re exploring what it 
means to Live The Life, to 
live out our faith every day. 
One of the ways we would 
encourage you to do this is 
by getting involved in Rural 
Mission Sunday on 14 July. 
This entire edition of Country Way has been compiled to 
provide the resources, ideas and inspiration you’ll need to 
hold a Live The Life-themed service that Sunday, and there’s 
lots more on our website (germinate.net/rural-mission-
sunday-2019). 

Start with Elizabeth Clark’s article in which she unpacks the 
theme and reflects on three New Testament passages which 
help us understand the idea of every day faith (p8), then 
explore our Rural Mission Sunday materials (p13-20) and 
start planning your celebration! 

Louise Davis
Editor, Country Way 

louised@germinate.net 
@LouiseLouDavis 

‘Come, follow me.’ 
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 COMPUTERS  
 FOR RURAL PEOPLE 

For more information  
contact: John Bennett on 024 7685 3066 
johnb@germinate.net Search our website for more information: germinate.net

Need a low cost, reliable laptop or desktop?
The Computers for Rural People scheme can help.

We provide refurbished desktops or laptops, pre-loaded with Microsoft Windows 7 or 10 
and Office 2010. We deliver to your door, ready-to-go with three months warranty. 

Prices from as little as £140  
(including delivery, warranty and £20 donation to  

Germinate:The Arthur Rank Centre).
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 NEW NATIONAL 
 RURAL OFFICER 
 FOR THE 
 CHURCH OF 
 ENGLAND 
A Christian presence in every community 
is more than a strap-line – it is the heart of 
English Anglicanism. It is the expression of our 
obligation, as the church for all the people of 
the nation, to leave no community untouched 
by the gospel of Jesus Christ, lived out among 
the people of every place. Ministry and mission 
in the rural church is highly demanding of 
energy and imagination. Growth is being 
realised, but much more remains to be done. 

Rt Revd James Bell, retired Bishop of Ripon

The Church of England has over 10,000 rural churches and 
on any given Sunday 40% of all the people worshipping 
with the Church of England can be found in these places. 
Even these figures hide their bigger significance for rural 
communities across the country as places of hope, peace 
and comfort, nurturing social action projects that enrich 
communities.

Conscious of this significance the Church of England has, 
since the early 1990s, appointed a National Rural Officer 
(NRO) to focus and develop their support for the rural church 
and rural communities. The NRO works ecumenically with 
the National Rural Officer for the Methodist and United 
Reformed Churches, and together they are part of the team at 
Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre.

At the end of last year it was announced that Revd Dr Mark 
Betson would succeed Canon Dr Jill Hopkinson – who many 
readers will know from her time as editor of Country Way – 
as the Church of England’s NRO. Mark took up the role in 
January 2019 and has a brief to work with national church 
institutions to support rural churches and link with partner 
organisations on key issues affecting rural areas. 

For the last eight years Mark has been based in the Diocese 
of Chichester where alongside his role as Vicar of the parish 
of Lower Beeding he worked as the Diocese’s Rural and 
Environment Officer. He was actively involved with the farming 
community across the South East as Regional Director for 
the Farming Community Network (FCN) and Chair of the 
Education Committee for the South of England Agricultural 
Society. His work included supporting and being an advocate 
for rural churches in Sussex, and working alongside the 
farming community there and across the south east region, 
particularly with schools and land-based colleges.

Before training for ministry Mark worked for ADAS as an 
environmental scientist. He is married to Christina, and they 
have a 4-year-old son, Edwin. 

Of his new role Mark says, ‘I’ve always loved the countryside 
and rural communities and I’m never happier than when I am 
intimately involved with them. It has been a great joy over the 
last eight years to develop relationships and come alongside 
people of all ages in the countryside. In doing so my aim has 
been to bring confidence to Christians there and to enable 
others to make a Christian presence part of the life blood of 
what they do.’
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Germinate Leadership is for lay and 
ordained leaders in rural churches who 
have already displayed some creative 
and entrepreneurial flair in ministry and 
are keen to develop themselves and 
their skills.

Fees for Germinate Leadership are 
£1350 per participant but for the 
2019 programme we have generous 
bursaries available for Methodist lay 
or ordained church leaders, and lay 

leaders from any denomination. Email 
leadership@germinate.net to find out 
more!

Every part of the Germinate 
Leadership programme is rooted in 
the opportunities and challenges of 
ministry in rural contexts and fosters 
a collaborative, ecumenical approach 
and a culture of continuing personal 
and professional development. It is 
expected that all participants, both lay 

and ordained, will end the programme 
as creative, entrepreneurial, 
collaborative and strategic leaders, 
better equipped to engage effectively 
with local communities and encourage 
churches to be an effective Christian 
presence.

You can find out more about the 
programme and apply online by going 
to germinate.net/germinate-leadership, 
or email leadership@germinate.net.

Germinate Leadership 2019  
BURSARIES AVAILABLE FOR LAY LEADERS & METHODISTS! 

Did you know that if you have a Stewardship Giving Account 
you can support Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre? We’ve 
teamed up with charitable giving agency Stewardship to make 
it easier for you to support us. Here’s how it works…

•   Set up a Stewardship Giving Account: you make gifts into 
your giving account and whenever you want to support 
a charitable cause, simply request a donation from your 
account. You can credit your giving account using a credit or 
debit card, Direct Debit or cheque.

•   We receive your donation direct into our bank account.

•   Gift Aid is automatically reclaimed on your donation (if 
applicable) increasing your gift by 25% with no additional 
paperwork – perfect for a small organisation like ours!

A Stewardship Giving Account makes it easy and convenient for 
you to give to the causes you care about. A Giving Account is… 

•   Simple: support as many charitable causes as you like using 
just one Direct Debit.

•   Flexible: you can choose to organise your regular giving or 

make one-off gifts with your giving account. Log in to 
your account at any time to request donations, credit your 
account and search the database of 19,000+ registered 
churches, charities and full-time Christian workers.

•   Convenient: you can keep track of youR giving by accessing 
your balance and giving history online.

•   Anonymous: you can request donations without your name 
on them, if you choose.

Visit stewardship.org.uk/giving/give or phone 020 8502 
1100 (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday) to set up your account 
today!

(NOTE: Our Stewardship account is in our legal name The 
Arthur Rank Centre.)

 TRANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH YOUR GIVING 



Tell us  
your stories! 
We know there’s loads of 
creative and innovative rural 
mission and ministry going 
on all over the UK and we’d 
love to be able to share those 
stories! Telling us what you’ve 
been up to doesn’t need to be 
complicated: just drop us an 
email that explains what you 
did, who it was for, why you 
did it and what the impact 
was. If you have some photos 
do send those too; they need 
to be at least 2MB in size and 
you need to get permission 
from those in the photos 
before you send them to us 
for publication.

Send your stories to  
countryway@germinate.net; 
there’s no deadline!

A new book on small places of worship has 
picked St Leonard’s, Chapel-le-Dale, as one 
of Britain’s finest examples. 

Sitting high in the Dales, north of Ingleton, 
this beautiful church began life as a chapel 
of ease for isolated farming folk in the 17th 
century. It then served as a graveyard for the 
Settle to Carlisle railway workers and their 
families who lived in a nearby shanty town 
while building the Ribblehead Viaduct and 
nearby Blea Moor tunnel. A stone memorial 
to those workers is held within the church.

Revd Nick Trenholme, team vicar for Ingleton 
and Chapel-le-Dale said he was delighted 
St Leonard’s was featured in the new guide, 
Tiny Churches. ‘St Leonards has a very 

special place in the hearts of many people 
and gives great ministry to locals and visitors, 
due to its connections with the viaduct and 
the fact it’s nestled between Whernside and 
Ingleborough.’ 

Chapel-le-Dale has its own quirky micro-
climate with a deep-clefted riverbed 
that barely sees sunlight, perfect for an 
abundance of mosses. ‘The churchyard is 
an area of Special Scientific Interest and we 
often have experts coming up to study the 
flora and fauna,’ Revd Trenholme said.

Tiny Churches by Dixe Wills is published by 
AA Publishing and is now out in paperback, 
priced £12.99

(This article was first published by the 
Anglican Diocese of Leeds.) 

Chapel-le-Dale Church 
hailed as one of 
England’s tiny gems

Rural Round-up
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The bells of Holy Cross Church, 
Babcary, in the Diocese of Bath and 
Wells, have long been enjoyed by 
the congregation and village so we 
were dismayed to be told by the 
surveyor that there was a health & 
safety issue. We needed a soundproof 

double ceiling between ringers and 
bells – dauntingly expensive. Creative 
thinking required! 

What if we recreated the old West 
Gallery and moved the ringers down 
a floor with longer bell ropes? It 
would spare ringers’ ears but it would 

also give us a whole new range of 
opportunities for our church, the 
largest public building in this little 
village.

We replaced the pews many years 
ago which gives a versatile space for 
village events. A West Gallery would 
enhance the space for musicians, 
singers, and other performers. Now 
the ringers would see what was going 
on in the church and the congregation 
would see the ringers (with a radically 
improved dress code for ringers 
required as a result!).

Two years later permissions have 
been given and funds raised, thanks 
to Viridor and other grant-makers, 
plus the proceeds from concerts, curry 
evenings and other money-making 
treats. Building work is in now 
progress and the bells will continue to 
summon us to worship and be a sign 
to all the village of the presence of 
God and his people here.

Jay Greene
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Built around 1050, St Mary’s is a beautiful church situated in 
Acton, a small village west of Nantwich in Cheshire.

In March 2017, our group of volunteers established a café 
under the tower. The vision was for a weekly opportunity for 
people to come together and enjoy some refreshments in a 
caring and compassionate environment. We called our café 
‘Tea at The Tower’ and our purpose was simply to establish 
a vehicle for outreach and pastoral care and an environment 
whereby a compassionate community could grow.

We began with very few physical resources but we had 
volunteers with wide smiles and plenty of welcome on offer! 
Within a few months we were able to upgrade our tables and 
table clothes as a result of some kind donations and were thrilled 
when Tea at The Tower received accreditation from the Diocese 
of Chester and CUF as a Place of Welcome.

With flair, our talented team have created a welcoming 
environment with gentle music, tablecloths and fresh flowers 
on the tables. We make no charge but donations are gratefully 
received.
We have been delighted to see the impact Tea at The Tower 
is having on our local community. We generally have 40-50 
visitors each week but numbers can be as high as 80. The 
feedback we receive is wonderful. 
Our visitors come from all backgrounds, some on their own 
and others with friends or family, an opportunity to have an 
afternoon out together. Others have health problems and 
appreciate spending time in a caring environment where they 
can share some of their worries. Others struggle with low 
moods, depression and isolation, and benefit from spending 

time with others in a welcoming, safe environment. 
We have recently acquired ‘Dementia Friendly’ status, and 
visiting carers tell us that spending some time at Tea at The 
Tower offers them respite and an opportunity to share some 
happy moments with their loved ones in a relaxed environment. 
Local GP surgeries have become enthusiastic supporters and 
promote Tea at The Tower on their patient waiting area TV 
screens.
Tea at The Tower recently celebrated its 2nd anniversary. In 
the intervening two years our wonderful team of volunteers 
have welcomed around 4784 visitors, served 9400 cups of tea 
or coffee and cut 6378 slices of cake!
Do pop in and see us: a warm welcome awaits you!

Stephan Davies, Churchwarden

 TEA AT THE TOWER 

Ringing the changes



Live the life

8  –  germinate.net/country-way

Rural Mission Sunday is an  
opportunity to celebrate the life of the 
rural church and the real difference rural 
Christians can and do make in their 
communities. This year we are thinking 
about what it means to live out our faith in 
everyday life and we’ve chosen three Bible 
passages which we think help us to reflect 
on three key facets of doing that: 

•   The story of Jesus inviting Peter and 
Andrew, James and John to follow him 
and become ‘fishers of people’ (Mark 
1:16-20) reminds us that every one of 
us is called by Jesus.

•   When we read about the early church, 
gathering in people’s homes and in 
the temple, (Acts 2:42-47), we’re 
challenged to think about how we might 
deepen our discipleship. 

•   Reflecting on the tale Jesus tells of the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), we 
discover a surprising example of the 
power of everyday faith.

 CALLED TO FOLLOW JESUS 

The first reading is the call of the disciples 
as written by Mark. This account is quite 
dramatic: Jesus is walking by the sea, he 
calls Peter, Andrew James and John and 
they leave everything at once and follow. 
Mark wants to make a point about the 
authority of Jesus and the transformation 
that following him brings. For some of us 
this will echo our own experience of a life 
turned around in a moment as we decide to 
follow Jesus. 

However, many of us will not have 
experienced God’s call like that, so what 
can this account say to us? This event 
happened in the middle of their working 
day, while they were repairing their nets. A 
reminder perhaps that God speaks in and 
through the ordinary events of our day, not 
just in church services and prayer meetings.

The first disciples were called to do 
something specific, to share the good news, 
to make new disciples. We are all called to 
do that too. We can do this in a variety of 
ways to suit our context. What would be 
good news for your community?  
 
What might help people to know they are 
cared for?  As we do the practical things 
that make a difference to people’s lives, are 

we able to say gently why we do what we 
do? Can we talk about our experience of 
God?

 GOING DEEPER TOGETHER 

So, let us move to the Acts reading and 
the birth of the church. This is an exciting 
Spirit-filled event that changes those caught 
up in it. They want to gather together every 
day, to worship pray and eat together. They 
share what they have, and the Spirit ‘added 
to their number those who were being 
saved’. Luke makes clear that this group 
doesn’t shut themselves off from the rest of 
society in a holy huddle; they continue to 
attend the temple daily and live at peace 
with those around them. 

Look at what the group did: they met 
together to learn from the Apostles’ 
teaching, to pray, worship and share food. 
Meeting regularly helped them engage more 
deeply with their faith and enabled them 
to support one another as they tried to live 
out that faith. This resulted in new believers 
being called to join them. 

The key word here is ‘together’. If we 
are going to ‘live the life’ we will need to 
support each other. Meeting together and 
praying together helps us to grow. Our 
life as a church community needs to feed 
and sustain us, so that we can make a 
difference to our communities.

What can we learn from this for our 
churches today? How can your ‘fellowship 
of believers’ use learning, prayer, worship 
and food to go deeper in their own faith 
and draw other people into the church 
community?

 EVERYDAY FAITH 

Our final reading is the story of the Good 
Samaritan, a picture of faith in action. 
Familiarity can make us forget what a 
radical story this is. The Samaritans were 
hated by the respectable people of the day 

and the mention of a Samaritan as a hero 
would have caused a gasp of surprise in 
the audience: ‘how can this foreigner and 
reprobate teach us anything’? 

We should remind ourselves that this story 
was told as the answer to a question, ‘Who 
is my neighbour?’ The lawyer wanting 
to test Jesus asks him what the most 
important commandments are. Jesus tells 
him: love of God and love of neighbour. 
Wanting to push further, the lawyer has a 
follow up question: ‘Who is my neighbour?’ 
This story is the answer and it is very 
clear that there are no limits on who our 
neighbour is: the answer is a resounding 
‘everyone’! Now that is radical, and it 
wouldn’t take long for us to think of people 
we might struggle to recognise as our 
neighbours.

When we choose to live out our faith in 
practical ways even filling our shopping 
baskets can be a prophetic act! Using 
Fairtrade products, thinking about where 
and how our food is produced, using green 
energy where possible and conserving 
water are all ways of trying to live more 
sustainably. There is no doubt that our 
lifestyles impact on our neighbours across 
the globe and affect God’s creation, and 
committing ourselves to loving God and 
loving our neighbour means we have 
to wrestle with what this means for us 
practically.

This Rural Mission Sunday take the 
opportunity to celebrate who you are as 
a church, and challenge yourselves to do 
something in your wider community to 
have fun with, and be generous to, your 
neighbours. Think, too, about how as a 
church community you might do something 
together that is going to support you as a 
group through the year ahead. 

As you think about what it means to ‘live 
the life’, our hope and prayer is that you 
will continue to hear the call of Jesus, grow 
deeper in your discipleship and live out your 
faith day-to-day. 

Revd Elizabeth Clark 

National Rural Officer for the Methodist and 
United Reformed Churches 
elizabethc@germinate.net 

@ElizabethNatRO

Rural Mission  
Sunday 2019

Sunday 14 June
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‘God has rescued us from chaos and absurdity and called us  
into the life of his kingdom.’  Setting God’s People Free (churchofengland.org/SGPF)
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From chaos and absurdity to living the life of the Kingdom

Earlier this year the US government 
experienced the longest period of 
shutdown in its history in a fight over a 
border wall costing billions of dollars. At 
the same time Brexit was dominating 
the political agenda in the UK. And a 
picture of an egg got 25 million ‘likes’ on 
Instagram. If ever there was chaos and 
absurdity, we seem to be living in a world 
which both revels in and generates it.

If as Christians we acknowledge that God 
has rescued us from chaos and absurdity, 
what does it mean to pursue a Christian 
vocation in the world and how does that 
relate practically to how we live out faith? 
What does it mean for mission and what 
does it mean for rural mission especially?

 PRESENT REALITY 

First, I think it’s clear that, despite God’s 
rescue, chaos and absurdity have not 

been done away with. A quick glance 
at the news tells us of the desperate, 
messy state of the world and the terrible 
consequences for human beings, and 
yet living out our Christian vocation as 
all God’s people gives us a different 
perspective. We can recognise the 
absurdity more clearly because of the 
different life we are offered in Christ. 
The Kingdom of God isn’t just some 
nice vision but actually an alternate 
reality, something to model, live into and 
make real for others. Its justice, peace, 
fellowship and love of neighbour is a 
counterweight to the crazy stuff. 

So answering the call to live in God’s 
economy is fiercely prophetic: the 
determination to live like this and not 
like that. In practical terms, it means (to 
paraphrase London Underground) to see 
it, say it, and sort it. We are all called 
to see where the world is messed up, 

where people’s lives are in chaos, and to 
show the better way by doing whatever 
little we can to make things more 
ordered and sensible. That call looks 
different for different people: working for 
a charity, lobbying for justice, or even 
standing for Parliament; helping with 
gardening, offering some babysitting to 
exhausted parents, walking someone’s 
dogs or picking up litter in the village.

 CONTRIBUTING TO GOD’S  
 KINGDOM 

Secondly, to be rescued from chaos and 
absurdity is to give a different kind of 
meaning, value and purpose to human 
life and its ultimate destiny. It isn’t just 
that being a Jesus-follower makes us 
see God’s world differently, but we can 
come to see that everything we do in 
the world of work, home, school, farm 
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From chaos and absurdity to living the life of the Kingdom
or community has a richness of meaning 
which is invaluable to God’s kingdom. 
That is a very important part of living 
out our vocation as Christian disciples, 
knowing that, whatever our contribution 
to God’s kingdom, large or small, God 
invests love in it and finds it ‘good’. 

We do not have to fill up our lives with 
trivia or froth to conceal emptiness, but 
we can find real purpose which adds 
value to our families, our communities, 
our churches and our world, all the 
things we pray for at church on a 
Sunday. And that means that we don’t 
just carry out tasks or functions, but 
that we can seek to invest what we do 
with creativity, with constant pointers to 
God’s reality. 

So perhaps that means remembering 
colleagues and co-workers in prayer, 
making a bit of time in a busy day to be 
a listening ear, considering the ethics 
of the things we add to our shopping 
basket, showing those around us that 
making time for God or engaging with 
Scripture really does add a different 
dimension to the everyday round of 
tasks.

 LIVE THE LIFE…OF THE  
 KINGDOM OF GOD 

Thirdly, our Christian calling is into the 
life of the Kingdom of God. We know 
from all that Jesus tells us about it that 
the kingdom inflates massively from tiny 
things that are begun and nurtured in 
us and by us in obedience to God. The 
entire Christian community, clergy and 
congregations, works together in disparate 
but complementary callings to create 
more of the kingdom reality around us. 
We don’t have to be warrior evangelists, 
martyrs, saints or perpetually overflowing 
in the Spirit, just sure that the things 
we do – prayer, reading the Bible, work, 
raising families, supporting our villages 
and towns in their community action 
– really are what we are called to do 
according to our gifts and opportunities. 

Why is this mission? Because everything 
we are and do as Christians living out our 
callings writes a small part of the larger 
story of God in Jesus over the chaos and 
absurdity that still daunts us. Every day, 
we can add new colour and vibrancy 
to the story of what God is doing in the 
countryside and within our towns and 

villages. When we live out our faith day 
by day we ‘make sense’ for ourselves and 
for others and create a ‘common sense’ 
for human living and interdependence. 
By doing so, we resist the influx of chaos 
and put God-values in its place. We reject 
selfishness and self-indulgence in favour 
of mutuality and care for others. 

Set free to live out our many various 
vocations in Christ gives us compassion 
and a desire for justice. And sometimes, 
out of the absurdity comes something 
that makes sense, that points to a 
serious God-desired reality. Remember 
that most-liked egg? It turned out to be 
a conversation starter aiming to explore 
issues around mental health and social 
media.*

Dr Anne Richards
National Adviser: mission theology 

Mission and Public Affairs,  
Church of England 

anne.richards@churchofengland.org 
@AnneRRichards

* bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-47127298



‘I know modern slavery happens, but it 
doesn’t happen here’. 

That’s the refrain of the average person 
in Britain. We may have read the news 
reports with story after story, but still we 
insist, ‘it doesn’t happen here’. 

 WHERE DOES MODERN  
 SLAVERY HAPPEN? 
The reality is that modern slavery is 
anywhere and everywhere. The big city, 
the market town, the picturesque village; 
all of them are touched by this pernicious 
crime.  

There are a lot of misconceptions about 
modern slavery, but convincing ourselves 
that it doesn’t happen where we are 
allows us to forget about it and leave it 
for someone else to deal with. This in 
itself could be one of the main reasons 
that modern slavery in rural areas is vastly 
underreported; for example farming and 
food processing, industries known to be at 
risk of modern slavery, are concentrated 
in rural areas and yet the rate of reporting 
of incidents is far lower than would be 
expected. 

The Clewer Initiative (theclewerinitiative.
org) is the Church of England’s response 
to modern slavery. In our work helping 
dioceses tackle this issue we have spoken 
to the police, employers and charities 
supporting survivors. All of them have said 
the same thing, that there are victims that 

are not being found and many of them 
could be in the countryside. 

It was discovering this that led us to 
create our Modern Slavery in Rural Areas 
Toolkit. It equips rural churches to raise 
awareness of modern slavery in their 
communities, whether during a Sunday 
service or at the county show. It also 
helps them spot the signs of slavery and 
report their concerns, with a visual guide 
showing key places where exploitation 
could happen. 

 WHAT MIGHT MODERN  
 SLAVERY LOOK LIKE IN A  
 RURAL AREA? 
On a flower farm flowers are mostly 
picked by migrant workers. At busy times, 
thousands of people are employed there 
and unbeknownst to their employer, 
some of them are under the control of a 
trafficker. They are surrounded by fields, 
and it’s a 15 minute drive to the nearest 
town. They don’t trust anyone on the farm.

A village with several holiday cottages 
is perfect for a family seeking a relaxing 
break, but it’s also the ideal location for a 
pop-up brothel. A pimp brings his ‘girls’ 
there for a week and, by the time the 
police have noticed, he’s gone. The local 
dog walkers saw men coming and going 
and a woman’s face at the window and 
wondered, but didn’t know what to do 
about it. 

 HOW CAN RURAL  
 CHURCHES RESPOND? 
Someone being exploited in a rural area, 
far from public transport, could see the 
church as their only hope. They could 
turn up at a coffee morning or a Sunday 
service. If we believe modern slavery 
‘doesn’t happen here’, will we see them? 

Rural employers may not see the risk of 
modern slavery to their supply chain. How 
can the church help to open their eyes to 
the exploitation that may be going on in 
their business?  

Through the Clewer Initiative’s national 
network of dioceses we have seen some 
great awareness-raising initiatives. In 
Lancashire, the Freedom Bus drives 
around delivering children to school with 
the Modern Slavery Helpline number 
emblazoned on the side. 

We hope our toolkit will inspire rural 
communities, perhaps not to buy a bus, 
but definitely to spread the word about 
modern slavery and look out for those 
victims who may be hidden in their midst. 

Caroline Barnard
Communications Officer,  

The Clewer Initiative 
theclewerinitiative.org 

@theclewer

You can download the Clewer Initiative’s 
Rural Toolkit at theclewerinitiative.org/rural
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 TELL US YOUR STORIES! 
We’d love to hear about what you did to mark Rural 
Mission Sunday! The diversity of rural churches and 
their communities means that there’s a huge amount 
of creativity around and we like nothing more than 
sharing stories of the amazing and creative ways in 
which the rural church is being celebrated. 

The easiest way to share your feedback is to go  
to germinate.net/rms-2019-feedback. Alternatively, 
you can email rms@germinate.net or even send us  
a letter!

 RURAL MISSION SUNDAY 2019  
 LIVE THE LIFE 

 INTRODUCTION 

Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the life 
of the rural church and the real difference rural Christians 
can and do make in their communities. This year we 
are thinking about what it means to live out our faith in 
everyday life and we’ve chosen three Bible passages which 
we think help us to reflect on three key facets of doing 
that: 

•  The story of Jesus inviting Peter and Andrew, James 
and John to follow him and become ‘fishers of people’ 
(Mark 1:16-20) reminds us that every one of us is 
called by Jesus.

•  When we read about the early church, gathering in 
people’s homes and in the temple, (Acts 2:42-47), 
we’re challenged to think about how we might deepen 
our discipleship. 

•  Reflecting on the tale Jesus tells of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37), we discover a surprising example of 
the power of everyday faith.

As you celebrate Rural Mission Sunday 2019 our prayer 
is that you will experience God’s presence as you explore 
how you and your church community can Live The Life 
together. 

This booklet includes: 
•   What does it mean to Live The Life? 

An overview of some key Bible passages which have 
shaped the Church’s understanding of what it means to 
live and grow as a disciple of Jesus; you may choose to 
draw on these for your service on Rural Mission Sunday  

•   Celebrating Rural Mission Sunday 
Some ideas of ways in which your church might enable 
its community to hear the call of Jesus through Rural 
Mission Sunday

•   Shaping your church service 
A service outline plus songs and prayers suggestions: 
build a Rural Mission Sunday service that works for 
your community

While Rural Mission Sunday itself takes place on 14 
July 2019, you can use this material at any time and 
in the way that’s most appropriate to your church and 
community. The material in this booklet is supplemented 
by the Rural Mission Sunday section of our website 
(germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday-2019) and you 
should feel completely free to use as much or as little of it 
as you’d like!

 SUNDAY 14 JULY 2019
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 COULD YOU HELP US ENABLE  
 OTHERS TO LIVE THE LIFE? 

Would you consider using Rural Mission Sunday as an 
opportunity to financially support the work of Germinate: 
The Arthur Rank Centre by taking up an offering during your 
service on Sunday 14 July? We’re entirely funded by our 
supporters so it’s the generosity of local churches and others 
that enables us to continue to find imaginative and creative 
ways of supporting local churches and their communities. 

You can send your contribution by cheque, made payable to 
The Arthur Rank Centre; please write ‘Rural Mission Sunday’ 
on the back of the cheque. For more information, please 
contact Susie Carr (susiec@germinate.net, 024 7685 3060).

 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LIVE THE LIFE? 

 CALLED TO FOLLOW JESUS 
Mark 1:16-20: The call of the disciples 

From Mark’s perspective, this encounter is the beginning of 
a long journey for the disciples. The disciples are called in 
the middle of their ordinary work. The call is very sudden: 
Jesus speaks and they leave everything.

The phrase Jesus uses is ‘come after me’: these men are 
called as followers. Their task – to be fishers of people – 
implies they are called to share the work of Jesus and call 
others to join with them. 

In Christian circles today, the idea of ‘being called’ is too 
often linked with ordained church-based ministry. The 
reality, however, is that we are all called to follow Jesus.

Following Jesus means allowing our lives to be shaped 
by him. This involves the whole of our lives and has 
implications for the choices we make everyday: how do we 
care for the environment and try to live sustainably? How 
do we make make ethical choices as consumers and speak 
out for those in need?

Have you ever felt God call you? How did you know it was 
God? How did you respond? 

Further reading 
Richard Foster: Celebration of Discipline 

A Discipling Presence (Methodist Publishing) 

Andrew Roberts: Holy Habits (BRF)

Useful resources 
• Holy Habits         • Mary and Mark Fleeson: A Call 
   resource (BRF)          to Be (Lindisfarne Scriptorium) 
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 CELEBRATING RURAL MISSION SUNDAY  

 CALLED TO FOLLOW JESUS 
The main purpose of Rural Mission Sunday is simply to 
encourage rural churches celebrate who they are! This next 
section will help you put together a service of celebration 
on Sunday 14 July 2019. 

Here are are two suggestions of ways in which you might 
do this…

Suggestion 1: Celebrating in your church building

You could simply theme your normal Sunday morning 
service around Rural Mission Sunday, using the service 
outline below. Take the opportunity to invite and welcome 
the whole of your community to your church building and 
use the story of Jesus inviting the first disciples to follow 
him as an opportunity to tell those in your community that 
each one of them is also called by Jesus.  

You could, of course, choose to hold this service in 
partnership with another church in your community or 
multi-church group. Worshipping across denominations, or 
with others in your group, can be a powerful reminder that 
Jesus calls everyone!

 
 
Suggestion 2: Celebrating away from your church building 

Why not use Rural Mission Sunday as an opportunity to take 
your church service out into the community?! Could you meet 
on a farm, at the premises of a local business or even in the 
school or village hall? You may find that those from outside of 
your regular Sunday congregation feel more comfortable going 
to a ‘neutral’ venue rather than coming into the church. 

Why not interview the farmer / business owner / head teacher 
as part of your service? Find out what they’ll be doing in the 
coming week and then pray for them! 

 EATING TOGETHER 
Whether you choose to meet inside or away from your church 
building, we strongly recommend that you conclude your time 
together with some really good refreshments or, ideally, a big 
community lunch! Food is a brilliant way to extend welcome 
and hospitality, and if you try as far as possible to source it 
from within your community or local area it’s also a great way 
to express how much you value and appreciate those who 
live and work within it. 

Your Rural Mission Sunday celebration needn’t be 
difficult to plan: a simple get-together with local 
or homemade food and a service designed quickly 
drawing on these materials. It’s a great opportunity to 
do something together!

Revd Becky Stephens 
The Parish of The Whitacres, Lea Marston and 
Shustoke, Diocese of Birmingham

We gathered in a barn for our main Sunday Service. 
It was an ecumenical venture, drawing in a number 
of people who don’t worship with us at other times. It 
was particularly nice to have all five sense stimulated 
– farmyard smells and gentle breeze especially! 
Conversations were stimulated and relationships 
formed and deepened.

Revd David Harknett 
Parish of the Upper Wreake, Diocese of Leicester

 GOING DEEPER TOGETHER 
Acts 2:42-47: The Fellowship of the Believers 

The founding of the church was dependant on the gift of 
the Spirit poured out at Pentecost. As the believers meet 
enthusiastically together the Spirit ‘adds daily to their 
number those who are being saved’. 

Luke makes clear that this group doesn’t shut themselves 
off from the rest of society in a holy huddle; they continue 
to attend the temple daily and live at peace with those 
around them. 

Look at what the group did: they met together to learn from 
the Apostles’ teaching, to pray, worship and share food. 
Meeting regularly helped them engage more deeply with 
their faith and enabled them to support one another as they 
tried to live out that faith. This resulted in new believers 
being called to join them. 

What can we learn from this for our churches today? How 
can your ‘fellowship of believers’ use learning, prayer, 
worship and food to go deeper in their own faith and draw 
other people into your church community? 

 EVERYDAY FAITH 
Luke 10:25-37: The Good Samaritan 

This is the Roman Catholic and Revised Common 
Lectionary Gospel reading for Sunday 14 July 2019.

This passage is so familiar even the phrase ‘a good 
Samaritan’ is part of everyday speech. Often when we 
explore this story we focus on the contrast between the 
behaviour of the religious figures who didn’t act and the 
Samaritan outsider who did. 

However, if we look beyond the religious affiliations of the 
three men in the story we can see a clear contrast in their 
understanding of who God was. While it’s important to 
remember that there are many good reasons why the Priest 
and the Levite didn’t stop, the reality is that they didn’t 
stop! They weren’t able to see that the inherent value of 
this dying man to God was more worthy of their time and 
attention than whatever their good reason was. 

In contrast, the Samaritan, ‘ceremonially unclean, socially 
an outcast, and religiously a heretic’* ‘took pity on him…
and took care of him’ (Luke 10:33-4). Although Jesus 
tells this story in response to the question, ‘who is my 
neighbour?’, the actions of the Samaritan are a startling 
insight into what it means to ‘love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, strength and mind’ (Luke 10:27), the 
ultimate definition of everyday faith. 

In what areas of your life might God be challenging you 
to live more fully for him? What are the good reasons that 
might be getting in the way? 

* Craddock F, Luke: Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching, 1990
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 SUNDAY 14 JULY 2019

 PRAYERS 
If yours is a service of communion, you may wish to include the following prayers written  
especially for Rural Mission Sunday by Revd Canon Dr Jean Coates, former Germinate Trustee and Rural Officer for Dorset. 

Collect for Rural Mission Sunday 2019
Loving God, you call each of us to be committed 
to serve others in your name.
Give us generous hearts to share who we are
and all that we have with others
so that together we may 
enable the faith and the flourishing 
of rural communities everywhere.

Short preface (which may be inserted into 
the Eucharistic Prayer)

And now we give you thanks that you call us
to mission and ministry in our local communities
and amongst neighbours, friends, family and colleagues.
Give each of us courage to share the gospel of love
and of understanding with others, that all may know your
peace and your challenge. 
Therefore...

Post-Communion prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, as you call us to go and to share 
in the task of bringing your love to others 
and of living out the gospel in our daily lives, 
may we follow with glad and generous hearts.
You have fed us in this sacrament that we may go now
to sow your word and bring all your people – and 
especially those from rural communities – to you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

You may wish to use the following prayers 
during your service:   

Prayer of adoration
Creator God,
maker of all that is seen and unseen, 
the whole earth is full of your glory.
The heavens sing your praises, and all creation blesses you.
We seek to join in that praise today, 
to worship you with glad and thankful hearts.
As we worship may we hear your voice gently calling us 
to serve you in the world you have made and hold together 
in your love.
Amen

 SONGS AND HYMNS 
Abba, Father (Dave Bilborough)
I, the Lord of sea and sky (Daniel Schutte)
Lord of creation (Jack Winslow)
Master, speak thy servant heareth (Frances Ridley Havergal)
O Jesus, I have promised (John Ernest Bode)
Teach me to dance (Graham Kendrick)

 SHAPING YOUR CHURCH SERVICE 

You can find more prayers and a longer list of 
suggested hymns and songs at  
germinate.net/rms-2019-supplementary-material

Here you’ll find a service outline and some suggestions of songs and prayers on the theme of living the life. 

When you’re planning your service don’t forget to think carefully about how to introduce each item; things we so often 
take for granted – like when to stand up and sit down, when to refer to a service book or sheet – can be completely alien 
to visitors. Clear explanations are a really important part of our welcome! 

 SERVICE OUTLINE 

Introduction and Welcome

Song

Opening prayers

Reading 
(We suggest you choose a passage  
from the list in this material, ideally 
Mark 1:16-20.) 

Children’s talk or activity  
(where appropriate)

Song

A talk about the reading  
you have chosen
(You can find a talk outline on our 
website – germinate.net/rms-2019-
supplementary-material)

Do you have any stories from your  
own church or community that you  
can use to illustrate your talk? Don’t 
forget to ask the permission of those 
involved if appropriate!)

Song

Prayers for your community
(If you felt able to include Germinate: 
The Arthur Rank Centre in your prayers, 
we’d be really grateful! You can find out 
about current projects and events by 
visiting our website, germinate.net.)

Song
(Could you take up an offering for the work 
of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre?)

Prayer of Blessing
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 SUGGESTED CONTENT FOR YOUR SERVICE 

 EVERYDAY FAITH 
If a short service with great refreshments is the limit of 
what your church is able to do to mark Rural Mission 
Sunday then that brilliant! But if you’d like to think about 
how you could build on the relationships that develop as a 
result of the service then we’d like to lay down a challenge! 

Why not consider running a short course to enable people 
in your community to explore what it means to be called by 
Jesus? If you partnered with another church or a different 
venue for your service, why not consider working with them 
on this next step too? 

If we’re growing in our relationships with God then 
that should be making a difference in the way we live 
our lives. Why not use Rural Mission Sunday as an 
opportunity to bless your community? 

•   Gratitude 
How might you say thank you to people and 
organisations in your community? Could you give 
them a small gift or put on a meal to celebrate all they 
contribute?

•   Generosity  
Could you host a free afternoon tea for the village, 
hold a film evening or run a stall at the village fete 
that gives something away? 

•   Welcome 
What might you do to offer a welcome to those who 
sometimes feel like church is inaccessible? Could you 
run a dementia awareness evening or spend some 
time talking with those with physical accessibility 
issues about how you can better include them in the 
life of the church? 
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We seek to join in that praise today, 
to worship you with glad and thankful hearts.
As we worship may we hear your voice gently calling us 
to serve you in the world you have made and hold together 
in your love.
Amen

 SONGS AND HYMNS 
Abba, Father (Dave Bilborough)
I, the Lord of sea and sky (Daniel Schutte)
Lord of creation (Jack Winslow)
Master, speak thy servant heareth (Frances Ridley Havergal)
O Jesus, I have promised (John Ernest Bode)
Teach me to dance (Graham Kendrick)

 SHAPING YOUR CHURCH SERVICE 

You can find more prayers and a longer list of 
suggested hymns and songs at  
germinate.net/rms-2019-supplementary-material

Here you’ll find a service outline and some suggestions of songs and prayers on the theme of living the life. 

When you’re planning your service don’t forget to think carefully about how to introduce each item; things we so often 
take for granted – like when to stand up and sit down, when to refer to a service book or sheet – can be completely alien 
to visitors. Clear explanations are a really important part of our welcome! 

 SERVICE OUTLINE 

Introduction and Welcome

Song

Opening prayers

Reading 
(We suggest you choose a passage  
from the list in this material, ideally 
Mark 1:16-20.) 

Children’s talk or activity  
(where appropriate)

Song

A talk about the reading  
you have chosen
(You can find a talk outline on our 
website – germinate.net/rms-2019-
supplementary-material)

Do you have any stories from your  
own church or community that you  
can use to illustrate your talk? Don’t 
forget to ask the permission of those 
involved if appropriate!)

Song

Prayers for your community
(If you felt able to include Germinate: 
The Arthur Rank Centre in your prayers, 
we’d be really grateful! You can find out 
about current projects and events by 
visiting our website, germinate.net.)

Song
(Could you take up an offering for the work 
of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre?)

Prayer of Blessing
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 SUGGESTED CONTENT FOR YOUR SERVICE 

 EVERYDAY FAITH 
If a short service with great refreshments is the limit of 
what your church is able to do to mark Rural Mission 
Sunday then that brilliant! But if you’d like to think about 
how you could build on the relationships that develop as a 
result of the service then we’d like to lay down a challenge! 

Why not consider running a short course to enable people 
in your community to explore what it means to be called by 
Jesus? If you partnered with another church or a different 
venue for your service, why not consider working with them 
on this next step too? 

If we’re growing in our relationships with God then 
that should be making a difference in the way we live 
our lives. Why not use Rural Mission Sunday as an 
opportunity to bless your community? 

•   Gratitude 
How might you say thank you to people and 
organisations in your community? Could you give 
them a small gift or put on a meal to celebrate all they 
contribute?

•   Generosity  
Could you host a free afternoon tea for the village, 
hold a film evening or run a stall at the village fete 
that gives something away? 

•   Welcome 
What might you do to offer a welcome to those who 
sometimes feel like church is inaccessible? Could you 
run a dementia awareness evening or spend some 
time talking with those with physical accessibility 
issues about how you can better include them in the 
life of the church? 



For more information about the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank 
Centre and access to our wide range of resources for rural mission and 

ministry please visit germinate.net or email info@germinate.net.

This material has been prepared by Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer 
for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches, and Louise Davis, 

Germinate’s Projects and Communications Officer.

Web: germinate.net
Email: rms@germinate.net

Tel: 024 7685 3060

Find us on Facebook  /RuralMissionSunday  •  Follow us on Twitter  /RuralMissSunday

Subscribe to Country Way magazine for more rural church resources 
germinate.net/country-way

A UK Registered Charity 1104300



germinate.net/country-way  –  21 

Teenagers. They can be elusive and 
mysterious, apparently living life glued 
to screens and electronic devices. It 
sometimes seems as though there’s no 
way to interact with them, or engage 
them in church life and faith.

From an early age, we teach children to 
make decisions about their own lives, 
from what clothes they wish to wear to 
their favourite yoghurt. Fast forward a few 
years and from the age of thirteen young 
people are making life-changing decisions 
that affect their future. So how can we 
make church a place where young people 
can begin to exercise responsibility and 
leadership, and play their part in making 
decisions about the mission and ministry 
of the local church? 

Giving young people opportunities to 
use their gifts can be a powerful way of 
keeping them engaged in church life. 
Teenagers are amongst some of the most 
entrepreneurial, enthusiastic, creative, 
and up-for-anything people I’ve had 
the pleasure of working with. They’re 
willing to take risks and find new ways of 
communicating the good news of Jesus, 
even when they’re still working out their 
own faith.

Sometimes we assume that our young 
people don’t have the necessary 
qualifications or experience to serve 
on the welcome team, to take part in 
or lead worship, to write and deliver a 
sermon, to serve teas and coffees, support 
outreach events or even sit on a church 
council. And yet when we look at the 
disciples called by Jesus we see a motley 
crew of individuals, very few of whom 
exhibited what we might describe as ideal 
leadership skills! And yet, after three years 
of spending time with Jesus, learning from 
him and following his example, they were 
sent out to change the world. 

Some of my best moments in youth work 
have been when I’ve had the privilege of 
supporting and mentoring young people 
in planning and leading Sunday School 
for those younger than themselves, 
taking on roles as Junior Leaders and 
attending leadership training with adult 
leaders in church, planning and leading 
outreach events at Easter, Christmas 
and on summer residentials, and taking 
an active part in services. Through that 
process, I have seen young people grow 
in confidence, find their identity and come 
to know Jesus and their place in the body 
of Christ.

When we train, empower and release 
young people to take responsibility, 
allowing them to try new things and make 
mistakes along the way, not only are we 
teaching them valuable life skills they 
can transfer to other areas of life, we’re 
also giving them the opportunity to own 
their faith and take their place within the 
Church.

Is it risky? Definitely.

Will they make mistakes? Absolutely.

Is it time consuming? You’d better 
believe it!

Is it worth it? Yes. Every single time.

When we make space for young people to 
serve alongside us, when we release them 
to use their gifts in all areas of church 
life, when we take the time to show them 
how to serve and lead, we’re giving them 
opportunities to encounter Jesus and hear 
his call. 

Stasi Kelly

Lay Pioneer Minister,  
Diocese of Sodor and Man 

stasi.kelly@sodorandman.im 
facebook.com/wildandfreepioneer

Learning to lead:   
 ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE IN  
 THE LOCAL CHURCH 
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Holy habits

It is also a way of life to be lived when followers of Jesus are 
both gathered as Church and dispersed in day-to-day life at 
home, at work and in engagement with the issues of the world. 
The name reminds us that these are godly practices that form 
us not just as followers of Jesus but as whole human beings 
both individually and in community. 

Holy Habits is proving to be fruitful across the spectrums of 
church denominations, traditions, cultures and contexts. As 
an approach to forming disciples it works particularly well 
in smaller communities as you don’t need a large budget or 
building. As a result it has much to offer rural churches. 

Holy Habits emerged from biblical and empirical research I 
undertook whilst studying for a Master’s degree at Durham 
University and working for Fresh Expressions. One of my MA 

modules 
was on 
Acts and 
involved 
writing an 
essay in response to this question, 
‘To what extent do we see the picture that Luke presents in 
Acts 2:42-47 reappearing in fresh expressions of church today?’ 

A few years later two events providentially coincided. The 
Birmingham Methodist Circuit invited me, along with Deb 
Humphries and Brian Dickens (who would both go on to make 
significant contributions to Holy Habits), to offer ideas on how 
they could better form disciples. For some time I had been 
pondering the possibility of encouraging people to explore 

Holy Habits is a way of forming disciples based on Luke’s picture 
of the early church in Acts 2:42-47. It explores and encourages 
the practice of ten disciplines or ‘holy habits’ that Luke presents 
in the passage: biblical teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, 
prayer, giving, serving, eating together, gladness and generosity, 
worship and the making of more disciples. It is a way life for all, 
from young children to those in residential care. 
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 HOLY HABITS RESOURCES 

Missional discipleship resources  
for churches
Edited by Andrew Roberts, Neil Johnson and Tom Milton

Published in January 2018, The Holy Habits discipleship 
resource is having a significant impact on churches across the 
country, according to the pioneers who have been using it. 

‘It was just perfect for us,’ says Gareth Hill, minister of 
Romsey Methodist Church. ‘It worked. It was the right 
moment for the right church. It’s helped people realise that 
the skills they had were good to put at the service of the 
gospel, and there are fringe people who have become much 
more engaged in the life of the church.’ 

This is exactly the result that Holy Habits lead author 
Andrew Roberts hoped for: ‘Our hope is that we will see the 
culture of the church renewed. Our ultimate aim is to make 
new disciples of Jesus and to deepen the discipleship of 
those who are already following him.’

Jessica Bullett, a Children and Families worker in 
Nottingham, is also enthusiastic: ‘When I first heard about 
Holy Habits it really stood out for me, as I felt it offered 
something I’d been missing. It’s having something to put 
in front of people to say, “Here’s something that we as 
Christians can be actively doing to grow our faith and, more 
than that, something we can use to bless our community 
and even the wider world.”’

Go to brfonline.org.uk/holy-habits to hear Andrew Roberts 
talk about the Holy Habits resource, what it is and how to 
use it. 

About the editors:

Andrew Roberts is a Methodist minister, a freelance writer 
and speaker, and author of the book Holy Habits (Malcolm 
Down Publishing, 2016). Neil Johnson is Co-Superintendent 
Minister of the Birmingham Methodist Circuit. Tom Milton 
is Communications Officer for the Birmingham Methodist 
Circuit.

Holy Habits Bible Reflections  
and Group Studies
Two important new Holy Habits resources are published 
on Friday 19 July 2019: Holy Habits Bible Reflections for 
individual use and Holy Habits Group Studies. Specially 
written to help churches and individuals sustain and deepen 
their Holy Habits journey, the new booklets will cover 
Prayer, Biblical Teaching, Fellowship, Eating Together and 
Making More Disciples, with a second set – Breaking Bread, 
Gladness and Generosity, Serving, Sharing Resources and 
Worship –  due out in March 2020. For more information go 
to brfonline.org.uk.

Luke’s model of church in Acts 2 and use it as a framework 
for resourcing discipleship. 

Out of those conversations we developed resources that 
eventually became ‘Holy Habits’, initially published by the 
Birmingham Methodist Circuit and then subsequently by the 
Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) after substantial revision to 
make them accessible to Christians of all traditions. At the 
same time a sabbatical provided an opportunity for me to 
write the Holy Habits book. 

When I met with Malcolm Down to explore publication 
neither of us imagined the success that would follow our 
conversation. We are hugely grateful, both to everyone who 
has been supportive of the project and to BRF for taking 
Holy Habits on further. 

Most important of all are the stories of renewal, growth 
and transformation from individuals and churches of all 
sorts who have been blessed to rediscover the way of being 
followers of Jesus that Luke presents so vividly. Those 
involved in supporting Holy Habits see it as gift that we 
have been given to share, and as more people rediscover 
this timeless way of forming disciples the more wonderful, 
creative stories, ideas and resources are being shared.

Revd Andrew Roberts  
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Living life and

That’s the verdict of Izzy, who attended 
the Talking Jesus course at a Yorkshire 
church. ‘I feel I have been given a toolkit 
to use in all sorts of contexts, and I have 
had some fantastic conversations as a 
result,’ she said.

Izzy is one of thousands of Christians 
finding the confidence they need to talk 
about Jesus to friends, family members 
and work colleagues as part of everyday 
life. 

Paula, another Yorkshire mum who has 
been on the course, said, ‘I’m not very 
good at speaking up and can never seem 
to find the right words. As a Christian I 
tend to avoid mentioning church at all 
to my non-church friends. That’s what 
the Talking Jesus course changed for 
me. The videos were like windows, like 
being able to spy on yourself, objectively 
watching yourself avoiding telling people 
the good news. Why? For me it was 
lack of confidence, but the course gave 
me the tools to address this, the words 
needed and the motivation along with a 
safe place to have a go.’ 

Paula now looks and prays for 
opportunities to talk about Jesus rather 
than avoiding the subject.

 TALKING JESUS:  
 THE COURSE 

The Talking Jesus course is a six-part 
video-based course available on a USB 
stick or DVD. Short parable-style films 
set the scene for longer teaching videos, 
which include lots of practical examples 
and personal stories filmed in real-life 
contexts. The videos are set in both 
city and village settings, an aspect that 
particularly appeals to smaller churches: 
‘We didn’t feel that it’s not for us in our 
little rural churches,’ was the feedback 
from one church.

In the first of the teaching videos 
Fran from Ravenstonedale in Cumbria 
explains to presenter Joanna Adeyinka-
Burford how she shares her faith in her 
village: ‘Because I am a member of the 
church, people 
already 

know where I stand,’ she says. The 
village craft room or book club are often 
contexts where conversations start with 
‘What did you do at the weekend?’ and 
become a natural place to talk about 
church and being a Christian. 

‘I find that generally people are very 
open about the things of God,’ Fran 
says. ‘They are on a journey and are 
searching, so they do want to talk. It’s 
amazing the opportunities that present 
themselves. Often when you are chatting 
with people, there’s something that 
spurs them to talk about things of faith.’

In another conversation in the series, 
presenter Richard Smith meets Neil to 
talk about how he shares his faith at 
work. As Richard says, ‘Whether you 
live in a city or rural village, there are so 
many people in our lives – colleagues, 
family, friends and neighbours.’

Neil explains he is intentional 
about living distinctively as a 
Christian in the workplace. He 
has been clear about his values 
for more than 20 years and 
sticks to them. ‘I hope that 
I show that I’m a Christian 
by the way I live,’ he says. 
And people have noticed, so 

Neil is often the go-to person to 
talk to when someone is facing 

bereavement or a difficult divorce, 
for example. He makes time to pray 

for them, support them and stand with 
them, ‘bringing hope to what feels like a 
hopeless situation’.

The Talking Jesus films and teaching 
videos, with their everyday examples, 
are designed to prompt discussion, 
so they are ideal for small groups. A 
course booklet gives group members the 
opportunity to personalise the course to 
fit their own circumstances. Every group 
member is encouraged to pray for five 
friends or family members who don’t yet 
follow Jesus. 

‘I know now that my job is  
simply to talk Jesus; the rest  
will be up to God!’

 Often when you are 
chatting with people, 
there’s something that 

spurs them to talk about 
things of faith. 
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 TALKING JESUS:  
 THE IMPACT 

The impact is tangible and 
effective. One church leader in 
Scotland said, ‘The response to 
the course has been more than 
I could have hoped for. One 
man in his 50s, a regular at 
Sunday church but still young as 
a believer, spoke of having had 
three conversations with people 
he has met while walking his 
dog. Another older man spoke of 
how he has taken the opportunity 
to speak of his faith and hope 
in Jesus when asked about his 
treatment for cancer. All those 
at the course have spoken of 
how they are praying for the five 
names they wrote down on week 
one, and many have now had 
opportunities to speak to some of 
them about Jesus.’

Since the course was launched 
last year, more than 4,000 
copies have been distributed 
and 18,000 booklets have been 
sold. The Methodist Church is 
giving a copy of the course and 
10 workbooks to every one of its 
ministers. Revd Canon Gareth J 
Powell, Secretary of the Methodist 
Conference, said, ‘I commend the 
Talking Jesus course as one of the 
ways in which we might grow in 
confidence and witness to the love 
of God at work in our lives.’

Roy Crowne, HOPE’s executive 
director, and one of the team 
behind the Talking Jesus project 

says, ‘The Talking Jesus course 
seems to have caught the need 
of the moment as people want 
to know how to put their faith 
into words. The course is being 
used by an amazing number of 
churches.’

Several Anglican dioceses have 
written the course into their 
mission strategy. The Diocese of 
Exeter’s Mission Shed network 
is taking copies across Devon, 
churches across Cumbria are 
using it, and the Diocese of 
Chichester has offered a copy of 
the course to every parish. Rt 
Revd Richard Jackson, Bishop 
of Lewes, says, ‘Talking Jesus is 
a simple way of equipping us to 
have conversations about Jesus 
with friends and family. I think 
any Christian could benefit from 
its encouragement.’

The Talking Jesus course was 
devised by Roy Crowne, Dr Rachel 
Jordan-Wolf, National Mission and 
Evangelism Advisor to the Church 
of England, and Bible teacher Dr 
Andrew Ollerton. It was created 
in response to the Talking Jesus 
research, which found that one 
in five of the people Christians 
talk to about faith wants to know 
more. To find out more about 
the research and the course visit 
talkingjesus.org.uk

Catherine Butcher 
Communications Director,  

HOPE Together 



In August 2018 I was appointed as the 
Derbyshire Agricultural Chaplaincy’s 
first chaplain to young farmers. Coming 
from a farming family and married to a 
farmer’s son I’ve seen first-hand the day-
to-day challenges faced by the farming 
community.

I think on the whole the farming 
community doesn’t like to talk about 
things that worry them. However, in 
February 2018 Farm Business stated that 
suicide rates in farmers are among the 
highest in any occupational group and 
that amongst those working in specific 
roles such as rearing animals the risk of 
suicide was almost twice the national 
average.* 

Whatever their specific area of work, 
the primary calling of a chaplain is 
to be present. Derbyshire Agricultural 
Chaplaincy (DAC) has provided support 
to Derbyshire’s farming community for 
almost 15 years, and has grown from 
a single chaplain to a team of three. 
The chaplaincy has a presence at the 
weekly Bakewell Agricultural Market 
but also organises opportunities at other 
points during the year for the agricultural 
community to celebrate together. 

Towards the end of the year we hold a 

farmers’ Harvest Festival and a Christmas 
carol concert in the main cattle store 
ring at Bakewell which attracts over 500 
farmers and their families. We take a 
collection from the services which go to 
various farming charities including the 
Rural Agricultural Benevolent Institution 
and the DAC’s own welfare fund.

Taking up my new role during the 
summer meant that I could attend all 
the agricultural shows that we have in 
Derbyshire and spend time meeting young 
farmers and their families. It also gave me 
the opportunity to familiarise myself with 
the Federation of Young Farmers Clubs, 
and I have also started to attend local 
Young Farmers meetings to make sure 
that the members get to know me, or at 
the very least recognise me if they see me 
around. 

Young Farmers Clubs members are 
aged 10-26-years-old and so I can find 
myself talking about anything from exam 
pressures and bullying to financial issues 
and marriage difficulties. 

Since I’ve been in post I’ve also had 
the opportunity to support members of 
the farming community as they have 
experienced times of challenge and 
celebration. I have helped with farming 

funerals and am looking forward to 
supporting a wedding for two young 
farmers.

I have also taken on some practical 
roles, including safeguarding officer for 
Derbyshire Young Farmers, a task that 
not many people want to take on but 
which goes hand-in-hand with the role of 
a chaplain because it is about listening to 
people.

Hannah Gregory-Campeau, Chair of the 
Derbyshire Federation of Young Farmers 
Clubs says, ‘We are thrilled to be working 
alongside Emily in her role as Young 
Farmers Chaplain. Derbyshire are the first 
Federation in the country to have a young 
farmer’s chaplain offering support to any 
young people in agriculture that require 
help, support or guidance. We hope that 
the good work that we do alongside Emily 
will inspire other counties to follow suit.’

This role means so much to me. I am 
privileged to be in a role in which I can 
live out my Christian faith, not just on a 
Sunday, but on a daily basis.

Emily Brailsford
Chaplain to Young Farmers,  

Derbyshire Agricultural Chaplaincy
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Rural Mission

Called to be present

* farmbusiness.co.uk/news/more-then-one-farmer-a-week-in-the-uk-dies-by-suicide-2



Since Old Testament times God’s people have used stones to 
mark places where God’s presence has been felt in a tangible 
way. In the story of Jacob and Laban (Genesis 31:46-48), for 
example, the two men sealed their relationship by building a 
cairn as a pillar of witness to their agreement. 

This year our little chapel in the West Yorkshire village of 
Kirkheaton were keen to put Jesus at the heart of Christmas 
festivities and decided to use painted stones to do this. At 
one café church in early December we decorated stones using 
acrylic pens and a bit of varnish, writing ‘Jesus’ at the centre 
of each stone and surrounding it with simple decorations. 

Individuals were invited to place their stone somewhere 
in the village where it would be noticed and we used our 
community Facebook Page to ask anyone who spotted a 
stones to take a photo of it and post it onto the site. This way 
we felt Jesus could in some small way take his rightful place 
at Christmastime within the village community.

We were thrilled that several villagers did as we suggested. 
However it was one special message that helped us realise 
that nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37), and that 
even simple stones could be used to spread the good news of 
Jesus. The message, accompanied by a photo of one of our 
Jesus stones, read:

 

‘Needed this today! My mum got ‘blue-lighted’ into hospital 
and my dad was in a tail spin and posted the Christmas cards 
without any stamps on them. So there I was stood for an 
hour tonight praying that the guy who collected them had a 
bit of Christmas spirit and I could get my cards back to put 
the stamps on. Bless him. Thanks to all of you [at the United 
Church Kirkheaton]. It was good to know God was watching 
over us and got us through another day together.’  

We felt so encouraged! Here was a special reminder of the 
Christmas truth that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us (Matthew 
1:23). 

Revd Sue Pegg
Methodist Minister,  

United Church Kirkheaton
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KIRKHEATON 
CAIRNS 



Churchyards are beautiful places nestled 
in the hearts of our communities. They 
can act as a reminder that time is 
precious and be a perfect location to 
reflect on our place in the cycle of life. 
Their ancient links make them central to 
a community’s sense of identity.

Burial grounds can be surprisingly rich in 
biodiversity, supporting a fantastic array 
of different species. Whilst some plants 
and animals may move into a well-
managed burial ground it is more likely 
that most have been there for a long 
time, a reflection of the timelessness 
of these places and the consistent 
management that they have received. 

Burial grounds were never set up to 
be havens of wildlife so why have they 
become them? The answer lies in the 
changes that have taken place to the 
rest of our crowded country rather than 
changes within our churchyards and 
cemeteries. Agricultural intensification, 
development, pollution and the everyday 
use of chemicals have inexorably 
reduced our biodiversity, particularly in 
the last 60 years. Burial grounds tend 
to escape these changes and offer us a 
glimpse of a past world.

The turf of a burial ground is the flowery, 
meadow turf of our history. In the past 
this area of open grassland was managed 

as a hay crop with the hay making up 
part of the vicar’s stipend. Following the 
hay cut, sheep or a pony would have 
grazed it down. Despite the fact that 
most burial grounds are now managed 
by mechanical cutting, the species that 
have thrived for centuries will still be 
there, provided the grass cuttings are 
collected and removed. Look for flowers 
with names associated with Christianity 
such as Candlemas Bells (snowdrop), 
St Peter’s Keys (cowslip) and Grace 
of God (meadow cranesbill). Insects, 
small mammals and birds all utilise this 
species-rich grassland and in the autumn 
grassland fungi such as colourful waxcaps 
and spindles can be found.

Many churchyards have been valued 
and loved for over a thousand years 
and people who are now responsible 
for their upkeep are just the latest of 
many generations who have taken up 
the management baton. But it isn’t 
easy. The things that make churchyards 
beautiful – lichen-encrusted headstones, 
ancient monuments and species-rich 
grassland – are also things that can 
give rise to contentious management 
decisions. 

In short, being custodians of a 
community’s burial ground can be both 
physically and emotionally demanding 

NATIONAL LOVE YOUR 
BURIAL GROUND WEEK
Saturday 8 – Sunday 16 June 2019



(and probably always has been!). This is 
why our charity began: to support people 
in the task of keeping burial grounds 
beautiful, accessible and connected to 
their communities.

The last point – ‘connected to their 
communities’ – is key. It’s why nine 
years ago we started a dedicated week, 
National Love your Burial Ground Week 
(formally Cherishing Churchyards Week). 
It takes place in the second week of 
June during which groups run an event 
(or sometimes five!) to highlight to the 
wider community the wealth of heritage 
their churchyard contains.

Events in previous years have included 
teddy bear picnics, family bug hunts, 
illustrated talks, wildflower identification 
sessions, tower tours, family history 

sessions, volunteer work party sessions 
and more.

Feedback from organisers on the success 
of these events is very positive. Not 
only does the community benefit by 
learning more about their churchyard, 
those managing it often receive an 
emotional boost from the new interest 
shown. Another spin off is that often, 
once people find out the specialness of 
the site, they volunteer to help out in 
whatever ways they can.

Andrea Gilpin
Communications and  

Development Manager 
Caring for God’s Acre 

caringforgodsacre.org.uk 
andrea@cfga.org.uk 

@godsacre

Making the most of your local churchyard
(caringforgodsacre.org.uk)

•    Attend a Love your Burial Ground event: visit our website to find out what’s 
going on near you.

•    If there isn’t an event near you, why not organise your own?!

•    Follow in the footsteps of Victorian naturalists and find out what species are in 
your churchyard: we are running a Beautiful Burial Ground Project funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund and we would love to know what you find.

•    Volunteer your time to help manage your local churchyard.

•    Visit some of these glorious ‘havens on earth’: our website has a ‘Local to 
You’ page where we feature burial grounds from across England and Wales 
that have an abundance of wildflowers in the summer months. We are still 
gathering information for this so would love to hear about any special burial 
grounds you know about.

•    Visit our website to find out about how even small steps can help to increase 
the beauty and ecological value of your churchyard.
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Part of the purpose of Walk Church is to 
train ourselves to keep our senses open to 
what we see and experience around us: 
a bee swarm, the tragic remains of a run-
over grass snake, a biting, piercing wind. 
With different people and different paths 
each time, Walk Church is a community 
that keeps remaking itself. 

The inspiration for Walk Church is twofold. 
First, there is the growing popularity of 
communal walking, with burgeoning 
numbers of organised health walks and 
rambling groups. We wanted to explore 
whether there were people uninspired by 
the experience of sitting in a pew who still 
wanted to explore questions of faith and 
pray together with others in a more open, 
less formal setting. In fact, most sessions 
of Walk Church have attracted a 
mix of committed churchgoers and 
people who are not part of any other 
congregation.

Secondly, Walk Church is about working 
out how faith can help us better value 
our natural world. Indoors, we have 
struggled to make the environment a 
theme that is exciting for our worship, but 
we hope that being outdoors will excite 
our imagination and passion. We may 

appreciate in our heads that there is a 
looming environmental crisis but how can 
we respond if we don’t have passion? 

Churches are often served by good 
networks of footpaths, a reminder of their 
once central position in rural communities. 
Walks can take between 90 minutes and 
two hours and numbers have ranged from 
six to twenty. While popularity might 
be expected to be weather dependant, 
our most recent walk, on a bitterly cold 
January day with a driving wind, attracted 
eighteen. Right from its inception, Walk 
Church has demonstrated an appeal 
across the generations with families, young 
people and dogs invariably part of the 
group. 

We stop to hear the day’s Gospel reading, 
offer reflections, pray and share our 
responses. There may be a period of 
walking in silence while we pay attention 
to what we see and hear around us. There 
is also plenty of fellowship and chat. 
Someone usually brings some cake which 
we share as we stand by a path or sit 
under a tree, an informal communion. 

Walk Church is creating a community of 
faith as we journey together, tell stories 
and share food. We never really know 
how things will unfold; each meeting is a 
pilgrimage and an adventure! 

Revd Alex Bienfait.
Rector of Smarden and Biddenden,  

Diocese of Canterbury 
rector@sbcofe.org  

sbcofe.org

Walk Church
For about a year a group from the Diocese of Canterbury has been experimenting with taking 
church outdoors. We are a congregation that meets at a church but then goes out to meet with 
God while walking in the countryside: it’s Walk Church.



 MERE DISCIPLESHIP: GROWING IN WISDOM AND HOPE 
Alister McGrath. SPCK, 2018. ISBN 978 0 281 07994 0

There is no area of our life in which we are excused by God from the need to work out our discipleship.’ This book challenges 
the reader to think about what it means to be a disciple, exploring different ways in which we can understand our faith whilst 

acknowledging that there will always be mystery as well. 

Alister McGrath is the Andreas Idreos Professor of Science and Religion at Oxford University and Director 
of the Ian Ramsey Centre for Science and Religion, and is therefore well-placed to respond to the 
challenge to Christianity of the New Atheists. McGrath explores how worship, the Creeds and Christian 
books, combined with our own experience of the world, can help us to understand and develop our 
faith. He looks at different authors such as CS Lewis and Dorothy L Sayers to see how their writings 
and experience can help us to develop and grow in faith.

The author asserts that looking at life through the lens of Christian faith can help us to see things 
as they really are rather than something we have constructed. This is not about blind faith; as a 
scientist McGrath is clear that faith and science can co-exist: ‘Revelation is not about the violation or 
usurpation of human reason but, rather, is a demonstration of its limits.’

This is not a quick read, it is a book that will stretch and challenge. St Paul urged his readers to 
be transformed by the renewing of their mind (Romans 12:2); this book will help us rise to that 
challenge.

Book reviews

 LOVE IN THIN PLACES:.  
 CONFESSIONS OF A CATHEDRAL CHAPLAIN.

David Grieve. Sacristy Press, 2019. ISBN: 978 1 78959 014 2

Durham Cathedral, where David Grieve is a chaplain, is a favourite cathedral of mine, and St Cuthbert’s 
shrine is a real ‘thin place’ for me. Grieve clearly shares my experience of having encountered God 
here, and his poems give us a glimpse of that ‘felt presence’.

Grieve’s poem An Active Memory reflects on the connection we can feel now to this saint from the 
past: ‘You [Cuthbert] once the keeper of sheep, are still gathering a flock for Christ’. We are all part of 
the ‘great succession’.

For those of us familiar with Durham Cathedral this collection of poems is like visiting an old friend. 
For those who haven’t yet discovered that building, there is still much in this book that will speak to 

you. We get a glimpse of both special and ordinary moments in the Christian year. There are personal reflections on issues of the day as 
well as memories from the past.

This is an enjoyable book that can help you to connect with God, a reminder that ‘God is, all of the time. God just is’.

 THE GEESE FLEW OVER MY HEART 
Lyn McCrave. Sacristy Press, 2019. ISBN: 978 1 78959 017 3

This short book of poems is profoundly moving as the author shares her experiences of life and of God. Lyn 
does not shy away from the difficulties of faith: the times when it can be hard to see or experience God in 
the events unfolding in our lives; the times when God seems absent and we feel as if we walk through the 
wilderness alone. And yet when she has reached ‘the end, the hard place’, Lyn can eventually say, ‘Truly 
God is my rock and my strength’.

This is a book for quiet reflective reading, taking time to savour the language as we move into prayer. A 
book to return to both when we need solace and when we want to celebrate God in our lives.

All reviews by Revd Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer  
for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches
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May 2021
Four residentials, mentoring, peer groups,  
a 360° degree appraisal and much more! 

For more information go to germinate.net/germinate-leadership  
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all denominations 
to develop creative, 
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rural church leadership
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