
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirkheaton Cairns 
 
 
Since Old Testament times God’s people have used stones to mark places where God’s presence has 
been felt in a tangible way. In the story of Jacob and Laban (Genesis 31:46-48), for example, the two men 
sealed their relationship by building a cairn as a pillar of witness to their agreement.  
 
This year our little chapel in the West Yorkshire village of Kirkheaton were keen to put Jesus at the heart of 
Christmas festivities and decided to use painted stones to do this. At one café church in early December we 
decorated stones using acrylic pens and a bit of varnish, writing ‘Jesus’ at the centre of each stone and 
surrounding it with simple decorations.  
 
Individuals were invited to place their stone somewhere in the village where it would be noticed and we used 
our community Facebook Page to ask anyone who spotted a stones to take a photo of it and post it onto the 
site. This way we felt Jesus could in some small way take his rightful place at Christmastime within the village 
community. 
 
We were thrilled that several villagers did as we suggested. However it was one special message that helped 
us realise that nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37), and that even simple stones could be used to 
spread the good news of Jesus. The message, accompanied by a photo of one of our Jesus stones, read: 
 

‘Needed this today! My mum got ‘blue-lighted’ into hospital and my dad was in a tail spin and posted 
the Christmas cards without any stamps on them. So there I was stood for an hour tonight praying 
that the guy who collected them had a bit of Christmas spirit and I could get my cards back to put the 
stamps on. Bless him. Thanks to all of you [at the United Church Kirkheaton]. It was good to know 
God was watching over us and got us through another day together.’   

 
We felt so encouraged! Here was a special reminder of the Christmas truth that Jesus is Immanuel, God with 
us (Matthew 1:23).  
 
Revd Sue Pegg 
Methodist Minister, United Church Kirkheaton  
 

 
This article first appeared in Country Way 81: Live The Life, June 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way for more 
information about how to subscribe. 
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