
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Called to be present 
 
 
In August 2018 I was appointed as the Derbyshire Agricultural Chaplaincy’s first chaplain to young farmers. 
Coming from a farming family and married to a farmer’s son I’ve seen first-hand the day-to-day challenges 
faced by the farming community. 
 
I think on the whole the farming community doesn’t like to talk about things that worry them. However, in 
February 2018 Farm Business stated that suicide rates in farmers are among the highest in any occupational 
group and that amongst those working in specific roles such as rearing animals the risk of suicide was almost 
twice the national average.*  
 
Whatever their specific area of work, the primary calling of a chaplain is to be present. Derbyshire 
Agricultural Chaplaincy (DAC) has provided support to Derbyshire’s farming community for almost 15 years, 
and has grown from a single chaplain to a team of three. The chaplaincy has a presence at the weekly 
Bakewell Agricultural Market but also organises opportunities at other points during the year for the 
agricultural community to celebrate together.  
 
Towards the end of the year we hold a farmers’ Harvest Festival and a Christmas carol concert in the main 
cattle store ring at Bakewell which attracts over 500 farmers and their families. We take a collection from the 
services which go to various farming charities including the Rural Agricultural Benevolent Institution and the 
DAC’s own welfare fund. 
 
Taking up my new role during the summer meant that I could attend all the agricultural shows that we have 
in Derbyshire and spend time meeting young farmers and their families. It also gave me the opportunity to 
familiarise myself with the Federation of Young Farmers Clubs, and I have also started to attend local Young 
Farmers meetings to make sure that the members get to know me, or at the very least recognise me if they 
see me around.  
 
Young Farmers Clubs members are aged 10-26-years-old and so I can find myself talking about anything from 
exam pressures and bullying to financial issues and marriage difficulties.  
 
Since I’ve been in post I’ve also had the opportunity to support members of the farming community as they 
have experienced times of challenge and celebration. I have helped with farming funerals and am looking 
forward to supporting a wedding for two young farmers. 



 

I have also taken on some practical roles, including safeguarding officer for Derbyshire Young Farmers, a task 
that not many people want to take on but which goes hand-in-hand with the role of a chaplain because it is 
about listening to people. 
 
Hannah Gregory-Campeau, Chair of the Derbyshire Federation of Young Farmers Clubs says, ‘We are thrilled 
to be working alongside Emily in her role as Young Farmers Chaplain. Derbyshire are the first Federation in 
the country to have a young farmer’s chaplain offering support to any young people in agriculture that 
require help, support or guidance. We hope that the good work that we do alongside Emily will inspire other 
counties to follow suit.’ 
 
This role means so much to me. I am privileged to be in a role in which I can live out my Christian faith, not 
just on a Sunday, but on a daily basis. 
 
 
Emily Brailsford 
Chaplain to Young Farmers, Derbyshire Agricultural Chaplaincy 
 
 
* farmbusiness.co.uk/news/more-then-one-farmer-a-week-in-the-uk-dies-by-suicide-2  
 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 81: Live The Life, June 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way for more 
information about how to subscribe. 

 

http://www.germinate.net/country-way

