
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tea at The Tower 
 
 
Built around 1050, St Mary’s is a beautiful church situated in Acton, a small village west of Nantwich in 
Cheshire. 
 
In March 2017, our group of volunteers established a café under the tower. The vision was for a weekly 
opportunity for people to come together and enjoy some refreshments in a caring and compassionate 
environment. We called our café ‘Tea at The Tower’ and our purpose was simply to establish a vehicle for 
outreach and pastoral care and an environment whereby a compassionate community could grow. 
 
We began with very few physical resources but we had volunteers with wide smiles and plenty of welcome 
on offer! Within a few months we were able to upgrade our tables and table clothes as a result of some kind 
donations and were thrilled when Tea at The Tower received accreditation from the Diocese of Chester and 
CUF as a Place of Welcome. 
 
With flair, our talented team have created a welcoming environment with gentle music, tablecloths and fresh 
flowers on the tables. We make no charge but donations are gratefully received. 
 
We have been delighted to see the impact Tea at The Tower is having on our local community. We generally 
have 40-50 visitors each week but numbers can be as high as 80. The feedback we receive is wonderful.  
 
Our visitors come from all backgrounds, some on their own and others with friends or family, an opportunity 
to have an afternoon out together. Others have health problems and appreciate spending time in a caring 
environment where they can share some of their worries. Others struggle with low moods, depression and 
isolation, and benefit from spending time with others in a welcoming, safe environment.  
 
We have recently acquired ‘Dementia Friendly’ status, and visiting carers tell us that spending some time at 
Tea at The Tower offers them respite and an opportunity to share some happy moments with their loved 
ones in a relaxed environment.  
 
Local GP surgeries have become enthusiastic supporters and promote Tea at The Tower on their patient 
waiting area TV screens. 
 
Tea at The Tower recently celebrated its 2nd anniversary. In the intervening two years our wonderful team of 
volunteers have welcomed around 4784 visitors, served 9400 cups of tea or coffee and cut 6378 slices of 
cake! 
 



 
 

Do pop in and see us: a warm welcome awaits you! 
 
Stephan Davies, Churchwarden 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 81: Live The Life, June 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way for more 
information about how to subscribe. 
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