
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New National Rural Officer  
for the Church of England 
 
 

A Christian presence in every community is more than a strap-line – it is the heart of English 
Anglicanism. It is the expression of our obligation, as the church for all the people of the nation, to 
leave no community untouched by the gospel of Jesus Christ, lived out among the people of every 
place. Ministry and mission in the rural church is highly demanding of energy and imagination. 
Growth is being realised, but much more remains to be done.  

 
Rt Revd James Bell, retired Bishop of Ripon 

 
The Church of England has over 10,000 rural churches and on any given Sunday 40% of all the people 
worshipping with the Church of England can be found in these places. Even these figures hide their bigger 
significance for rural communities across the country as places of hope, peace and comfort, nurturing social 
action projects that enrich communities. 
 
Conscious of this significance the Church of England has, since the early 1990s, appointed a National Rural 
Officer (NRO) to focus and develop their support for the rural church and rural communities. The NRO works 
ecumenically with the National Rural Officer for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches, and together 
they are part of the team at Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre. 
 
At the end of last year it was announced that Revd Dr Mark Betson would succeed Canon Dr Jill Hopkinson – 
who many readers will know from her time as editor of Country Way – as the Church of England’s NRO. Mark 
took up the role in January 2019 and has a brief to work with national church institutions to support rural 
churches and link with partner organisations on key issues affecting rural areas.  
 
For the last eight years Mark has been based in the Diocese of Chichester where alongside his role as Vicar of 
the parish of Lower Beeding he worked as the Diocese’s Rural and Environment Officer. He was actively 
involved with the farming community across the South East as Regional Director for the Farming Community 
Network (FCN) and Chair of the Education Committee for the South of England Agricultural Society. His work 
included supporting and being an advocate for rural churches in Sussex, and working alongside the farming 
community there and across the south east region, particularly with schools and land-based colleges. 
 
Before training for ministry Mark worked for ADAS as an environmental scientist. He is married to Christina, 
and they have a 4-year-old son, Edwin.  
 



 
 

Of his new role Mark says, ‘I’ve always loved the countryside and rural communities and I’m never happier 
than when I am intimately involved with them. It has been a great joy over the last eight years to develop 
relationships and come alongside people of all ages in the countryside. In doing so my aim has been to bring 
confidence to Christians there and to enable others to make a Christian presence part of the life blood of 
what they do.’ 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 81: Live The Life, June 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way for more 
information about how to subscribe. 
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