
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Love Your Burial Ground Week 
Saturday 8 – Sunday 16 June 2019 
 
 
Churchyards are beautiful places nestled in the hearts of our communities. They can act as a reminder that 
time is precious and be a perfect location to reflect on our place in the cycle of life. Their ancient links make 
them central to a community’s sense of identity. 
 
Burial grounds can be surprisingly rich in biodiversity, supporting a fantastic array of different species. Whilst 
some plants and animals may move into a well-managed burial ground it is more likely that most have been 
there for a long time, a reflection of the timelessness of these places and the consistent management that 
they have received.  
 
Burial grounds were never set up to be havens of wildlife so why have they become them? The answer lies in 
the changes that have taken place to the rest of our crowded country rather than changes within our 
churchyards and cemeteries. Agricultural intensification, development, pollution and the everyday use of 
chemicals have inexorably reduced our biodiversity, particularly in the last 60 years. Burial grounds tend to 
escape these changes and offer us a glimpse of a past world. 
 
The turf of a burial ground is the flowery, meadow turf of our history. In the past this area of open grassland 
was managed as a hay crop with the hay making up part of the vicar’s stipend. Following the hay cut, sheep 
or a pony would have grazed it down. Despite the fact that most burial grounds are now managed by 
mechanical cutting, the species that have thrived for centuries will still be there, provided the grass cuttings 
are collected and removed. Look for flowers with names associated with Christianity such as Candlemas Bells 
(snowdrop), St Peter’s Keys (cowslip) and Grace of God (meadow cranesbill). Insects, small mammals and 
birds all utilise this species-rich grassland and in the autumn grassland fungi such as colourful waxcaps and 
spindles can be found. 
 
Many churchyards have been valued and loved for over a thousand years and people who are now 
responsible for their upkeep are just the latest of many generations who have taken up the management 
baton. But it isn’t easy. The things that make churchyards beautiful – lichen-encrusted headstones, ancient 
monuments and species-rich grassland – are also things that can give rise to contentious management 
decisions.  
 
In short, being custodians of a community’s burial ground can be both physically and emotionally demanding 
(and probably always has been!). This is why our charity began: to support people in the task of keeping 
burial grounds beautiful, accessible and connected to their communities. 



 
 

The last point – ‘connected to their communities’ – is key. It’s why nine years ago we started a dedicated 
week, National Love your Burial Ground Week (formally Cherishing Churchyards Week). It takes place in the 
second week of June during which groups run an event (or sometimes five!) to highlight to the wider 
community the wealth of heritage their churchyard contains. 
 
Events in previous years have included teddy bear picnics, family bug hunts, illustrated talks, wildflower 
identification sessions, tower tours, family history sessions, volunteer work party sessions and more. 
 
Feedback from organisers on the success of these events is very positive. Not only does the community 
benefit by learning more about their churchyard, those managing it often receive an emotional boost from  
 
the new interest shown. Another spin off is that often, once people find out the specialness of the site, they 
volunteer to help out in whatever ways they can. 
 
Making the most of your local churchyard 
(caringforgodsacre.org.uk) 

• Attend a Love your Burial Ground event: visit our website to find out what’s going on near you. 

• If there isn’t an event near you, why not organise your own?! 

• Follow in the footsteps of Victorian naturalists and find out what species are in your churchyard: we 
are running a Beautiful Burial Ground Project funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and we 
would love to know what you find. 

• Volunteer your time to help manage your local churchyard. 

• Visit some of these glorious ‘havens on earth’: our website has a ‘Local to You’ page where we 
feature burial grounds from across England and Wales that have an abundance of wildflowers in the 
summer months. We are still gathering information for this so would love to hear about any special 
burial grounds you know about. 

• Visit our website to find out about how even small steps can help to increase the beauty and 
ecological value of your churchyard. 
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This article first appeared in Country Way 81: Live The Life, June 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way for more 
information about how to subscribe. 
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