
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living life and talking Jesus 
 
 

 ‘I know now that my job is simply to talk Jesus; the rest will be up to God!’  
 
That’s the verdict of Izzy, who attended the Talking Jesus course at a Yorkshire church. ‘I feel I have been given a 
toolkit to use in all sorts of contexts, and I have had some fantastic conversations as a result,’ she said. 
 
Izzy is one of thousands of Christians finding the confidence they need to talk about Jesus to friends, family 
members and work colleagues as part of everyday life.  
 
Paula, another Yorkshire mum who has been on the course, said, ‘I'm not very good at speaking up and can never 
seem to find the right words. As a Christian I tend to avoid mentioning church at all to my non-church friends. 
That's what the Talking Jesus course changed for me. The videos were like windows, like being able to spy on 
yourself, objectively watching yourself avoiding telling people the good news. Why? For me it was lack of 
confidence, but the course gave me the tools to address this, the words needed and the motivation along with a 
safe place to have a go.’ Paula now looks and prays for opportunities to talk about Jesus rather than avoiding the 
subject. 
  
Talking Jesus: the course 
 
The Talking Jesus course is a six-part video-based course available on a USB stick or DVD. Short parable-style films 
set the scene for longer teaching videos, which include lots of practical examples and personal stories filmed in 
real-life contexts. The videos are set in both city and village settings, an aspect that particularly appeals to smaller 
churches: ‘We didn't feel that it’s not for us in our little rural churches,’ was the feedback from one church. 
 
In the first of the teaching videos Fran from Ravenstonedale in Cumbria explains to presenter Joanna Adeyinka-
Burford how she shares her faith in her village: ‘Because I am a member of the church, people already know 
where I stand,’ she says. The village craft room or book club are often contexts where conversations start with 
‘What did you do at the weekend?’ and become a natural place to talk about church and being a Christian.  
 
‘I find that generally people are very open about the things of God,’ Fran says. ‘They are on a journey and are 
searching, so they do want to talk. It’s amazing the opportunities that present themselves. Often when you are 
chatting with people, there’s something that spurs them to talk about things of faith.’ 
In another conversation in the series, presenter Richard Smith meets Neil to talk about how he shares his faith at 
work. As Richard says, ‘Whether you live in a city or rural village, there are so many people in our lives – 
colleagues, family, friends and neighbours.’ 
 



 
 

Neil explains he is intentional about living distinctively as a Christian in the workplace. He has been clear about his 
values for more than 20 years and sticks to them. ‘I hope that I show that I’m a Christian by the way I live,’ he says. 
And people have noticed, so Neil is often the go-to person to talk to when someone is facing bereavement or a 
difficult divorce, for example. He makes time to pray for them, support them and stand with them, ‘bringing hope 
to what feels like a hopeless situation’. 
 
The Talking Jesus films and teaching videos, with their everyday examples, are designed to prompt discussion, so 
they are ideal for small groups. A course booklet gives group members the opportunity to personalise the course 
to fit their own circumstances. Every group member is encouraged to pray for five friends or family members who 
don’t yet follow Jesus.  
 
Talking Jesus: the impact 
 
The impact is tangible and effective. One church leader in Scotland said, ‘The response to the course has been 
more than I could have hoped for. One man in his 50s, a regular at Sunday church but still young as a believer, 
spoke of having had three conversations with people he has met while walking his dog. Another older man spoke 
of how he has taken the opportunity to speak of his faith and hope in Jesus when asked about his treatment for 
cancer. All those at the course have spoken of how they are praying for the five names they wrote down on week 
one, and many have now had opportunities to speak to some of them about Jesus.’ 
 
Since the course was launched last year, more than 4,000 copies have been distributed and 18,000 booklets have 
been sold. The Methodist Church is giving a copy of the course and 10 workbooks to every one of its ministers. 
Revd Canon Gareth J Powell, Secretary of the Methodist Conference, said, ‘I commend the Talking Jesus course as 
one of the ways in which we might grow in confidence and witness to the love of God at work in our lives.’ 
 
Roy Crowne, HOPE’s executive director, and one of the team behind the Talking Jesus project says, ‘The Talking 
Jesus course seems to have caught the need of the moment as people want to know how to put their faith into 
words. The course is being used by an amazing number of churches.’ 
 
Several Anglican dioceses have written the course into their mission strategy. The Diocese of Exeter’s Mission 
Shed network is taking copies across Devon, churches across Cumbria are using it, and the Diocese of Chichester 
has offered a copy of the course to every parish. Rt Revd Richard Jackson, Bishop of Lewes, says, ‘Talking Jesus is a 
simple way of equipping us to have conversations about Jesus with friends and family. I think any Christian could 
benefit from its encouragement.’ 
 
The Talking Jesus course was devised by Roy Crowne, Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, National Mission and Evangelism 
Advisor to the Church of England, and Bible teacher Dr Andrew Ollerton. It was created in response to the Talking 
Jesus research, which found that one in five of the people Christians talk to about faith wants to know more. To 
find out more about the research and the course visit talkingjesus.org.uk 
 
 
Catherine Butcher  
Communications Director, HOPE Together  
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 81: Live The Life, June 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way for more 
information about how to subscribe. 

 

http://www.germinate.net/country-way

