
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live The Life 
Rural Mission Sunday 2019 
 
 
Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the life of the rural church and the real difference rural 
Christians can and do make in their communities. This year we are thinking about what it means to live out 
our faith in everyday life and we’ve chosen three Bible passages which we think help us to reflect on three 
key facets of doing that:  

• The story of Jesus inviting Peter and Andrew, James and John to follow him and become ‘fishers of 

people’ (Mark 1:16-20) reminds us that every one of us is called by Jesus. 

• When we read about the early church, gathering in people’s homes and in the temple, (Acts 2:42-47), 

we’re challenged to think about how we might deepen our discipleship.  

• Reflecting on the tale Jesus tells of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), we discover a surprising 

example of the power of everyday faith. 

Called to follow Jesus 
 
The first reading is the call of the disciples as written by Mark. This account is quite dramatic: Jesus is walking 
by the sea, he calls Peter, Andrew James and John and they leave everything at once and follow. Mark wants 
to make a point about the authority of Jesus and the transformation that following him brings. For some of 
us this will echo our own experience of a life turned around in a moment as we decide to follow Jesus.  
 
However, many of us will not have experienced God’s call like that, so what can this account say to us? This 
event happened in the middle of their working day, while they were repairing their nets. A reminder perhaps 
that God speaks in and through the ordinary events of our day, not just in church services and prayer 
meetings. 
 
The first disciples were called to do something specific, to share the good news, to make new disciples. We 
are all called to do that too. We can do this in a variety of ways to suit our context. What would be good 
news for your community? What might help people to know they are cared for?  As we do the practical 
things that make a difference to people’s lives, are we able to say gently why we do what we do? Can we talk 
about our experience of God? 
 
Going deeper together  
 
So, let us move to the Acts reading and the birth of the church. This is an exciting Spirit-filled event that 
changes those caught up in it. They want to gather together every day, to worship pray and eat together. 



 
 

They share what they have, and the Spirit ‘added to their number those who were being saved’. Luke makes 
clear that this group doesn’t shut themselves off from the rest of society in a holy huddle; they continue to 
attend the temple daily and live at peace with those around them.  
Look at what the group did: they met together to learn from the Apostles’ teaching, to pray, worship and 
share food. Meeting regularly helped them engage more deeply with their faith and enabled them to support 
one another as they tried to live out that faith. This resulted in new believers being called to join them.  
The key word here is ‘together’. If we are going to ‘live the life’ we will need to support each other. Meeting 
together and praying together helps us to grow. Our life as a church community needs to feed and sustain us, 
so that we can make a difference to our communities. 
 
What can we learn from this for our churches today? How can your ‘fellowship of believers’ use learning, 
prayer, worship and food to go deeper in their own faith and draw other people into the church community? 
Everyday faith 
 
Our final reading is the story of the Good Samaritan, a picture of faith in action. Familiarity can make us 
forget what a radical story this is. The Samaritans were hated by the respectable people of the day and the 
mention of a Samaritan as a hero would have caused a gasp of surprise in the audience: ‘how can this 
foreigner and reprobate teach us anything’?  
 
We should remind ourselves that this story was told as the answer to a question, ‘Who is my neighbour?’ The 
lawyer wanting to test Jesus asks him what the most important commandments are. Jesus tells him: love of 
God and love of neighbour. Wanting to push further, the lawyer has a follow up question: ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’ This story is the answer and it is very clear that there are no limits on who our neighbour is: the 
answer is a resounding ‘everyone’! Now that is radical, and it wouldn’t take long for us to think of people we 
might struggle to recognise as our neighbours. 
 
When we choose to live out our faith in practical ways even filling our shopping baskets can be a prophetic 
act! Using Fairtrade products, thinking about where and how our food is produced, using green energy 
where possible and conserving water are all ways of trying to live more sustainably. There is no doubt that 
our lifestyles impact on our neighbours across the globe and affect God’s creation, and committing ourselves 
to loving God and loving our neighbour means we have to wrestle with what this means for us practically. 
 
This Rural Mission Sunday take the opportunity to celebrate who you are as a church, and challenge 
yourselves to do something in your wider community to have fun with, and be generous to, your neighbours. 
Think, too, about how as a church community you might do something together that is going to support you 
as a group through the year ahead.  
 
As you think about what it means to ‘live the life’, our hope and prayer is that you will continue to hear the 
call of Jesus, grow deeper in your discipleship and live out your faith day-to-day.  
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