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 INTRODUCTION 

Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the life 
of the rural church and the real difference rural Christians 
can and do make in their communities. This year we 
are thinking about what it means to live out our faith in 
everyday life and we’ve chosen three Bible passages which 
we think help us to reflect on three key facets of doing 
that: 

•  The story of Jesus inviting Peter and Andrew, James 
and John to follow him and become ‘fishers of people’ 
(Mark 1:16-20) reminds us that every one of us is 
called by Jesus.

•  When we read about the early church, gathering in 
people’s homes and in the temple, (Acts 2:42-47), 
we’re challenged to think about how we might deepen 
our discipleship. 

•  Reflecting on the tale Jesus tells of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37), we discover a surprising example of 
the power of everyday faith.

As you celebrate Rural Mission Sunday 2019 our prayer 
is that you will experience God’s presence as you explore 
how you and your church community can Live The Life 
together. 

This booklet includes: 
•   What does it mean to Live The Life? 

An overview of some key Bible passages which have 
shaped the Church’s understanding of what it means to 
live and grow as a disciple of Jesus; you may choose to 
draw on these for your service on Rural Mission Sunday  

•   Celebrating Rural Mission Sunday 
Some ideas of ways in which your church might enable 
its community to hear the call of Jesus through Rural 
Mission Sunday

•   Shaping your church service 
A service outline plus songs and prayers suggestions: 
build a Rural Mission Sunday service that works for 
your community

While Rural Mission Sunday itself takes place on 14 
July 2019, you can use this material at any time and 
in the way that’s most appropriate to your church and 
community. The material in this booklet is supplemented 
by the Rural Mission Sunday section of our website 
(germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday-2019) and you 
should feel completely free to use as much or as little of it 
as you’d like!
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 TELL US YOUR STORIES! 
We’d love to hear about what you did to mark Rural 
Mission Sunday! The diversity of rural churches and 
their communities means that there’s a huge amount 
of creativity around and we like nothing more than 
sharing stories of the amazing and creative ways in 
which the rural church is being celebrated. 

The easiest way to share your feedback is to go  
to germinate.net/rms-2019-feedback. Alternatively, 
you can email rms@germinate.net or even send us  
a letter!

 SUNDAY 14 JULY 2019
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 COULD YOU HELP US ENABLE  
 OTHERS TO LIVE THE LIFE? 

Would you consider using Rural Mission Sunday as an 
opportunity to financially support the work of Germinate: 
The Arthur Rank Centre by taking up an offering during your 
service on Sunday 14 July? We’re entirely funded by our 
supporters so it’s the generosity of local churches and others 
that enables us to continue to find imaginative and creative 
ways of supporting local churches and their communities. 

You can send your contribution by cheque, made payable to 
The Arthur Rank Centre; please write ‘Rural Mission Sunday’ 
on the back of the cheque. For more information, please 
contact Susie Carr (susiec@germinate.net, 024 7685 3060).

 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LIVE THE LIFE? 

 CALLED TO FOLLOW JESUS 
Mark 1:16-20: The call of the disciples 

From Mark’s perspective, this encounter is the beginning of 
a long journey for the disciples. The disciples are called in 
the middle of their ordinary work. The call is very sudden: 
Jesus speaks and they leave everything.

The phrase Jesus uses is ‘come after me’: these men are 
called as followers. Their task – to be fishers of people – 
implies they are called to share the work of Jesus and call 
others to join with them. 

In Christian circles today, the idea of ‘being called’ is too 
often linked with ordained church-based ministry. The 
reality, however, is that we are all called to follow Jesus.

Following Jesus means allowing our lives to be shaped 
by him. This involves the whole of our lives and has 
implications for the choices we make everyday: how do we 
care for the environment and try to live sustainably? How 
do we make make ethical choices as consumers and speak 
out for those in need?

Have you ever felt God call you? How did you know it was 
God? How did you respond? 

Further reading 
Richard Foster: Celebration of Discipline 

A Discipling Presence (Methodist Publishing) 

Andrew Roberts: Holy Habits (BRF)

Useful resources 
• Holy Habits         • Mary and Mark Fleeson: A Call 
   resource (BRF)          to Be (Lindisfarne Scriptorium) 
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 GOING DEEPER TOGETHER 
Acts 2:42-47: The Fellowship of the Believers 

The founding of the church was dependant on the gift of 
the Spirit poured out at Pentecost. As the believers meet 
enthusiastically together the Spirit ‘adds daily to their 
number those who are being saved’. 

Luke makes clear that this group doesn’t shut themselves 
off from the rest of society in a holy huddle; they continue 
to attend the temple daily and live at peace with those 
around them. 

Look at what the group did: they met together to learn from 
the Apostles’ teaching, to pray, worship and share food. 
Meeting regularly helped them engage more deeply with 
their faith and enabled them to support one another as they 
tried to live out that faith. This resulted in new believers 
being called to join them. 

What can we learn from this for our churches today? How 
can your ‘fellowship of believers’ use learning, prayer, 
worship and food to go deeper in their own faith and draw 
other people into your church community? 

 EVERYDAY FAITH 
Luke 10:25-37: The Good Samaritan 

This is the Roman Catholic and Revised Common 
Lectionary Gospel reading for Sunday 14 July 2019.

This passage is so familiar even the phrase ‘a good 
Samaritan’ is part of everyday speech. Often when we 
explore this story we focus on the contrast between the 
behaviour of the religious figures who didn’t act and the 
Samaritan outsider who did. 

However, if we look beyond the religious affiliations of the 
three men in the story we can see a clear contrast in their 
understanding of who God was. While it’s important to 
remember that there are many good reasons why the Priest 
and the Levite didn’t stop, the reality is that they didn’t 
stop! They weren’t able to see that the inherent value of 
this dying man to God was more worthy of their time and 
attention than whatever their good reason was. 

In contrast, the Samaritan, ‘ceremonially unclean, socially 
an outcast, and religiously a heretic’* ‘took pity on him…
and took care of him’ (Luke 10:33-4). Although Jesus 
tells this story in response to the question, ‘who is my 
neighbour?’, the actions of the Samaritan are a startling 
insight into what it means to ‘love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, strength and mind’ (Luke 10:27), the 
ultimate definition of everyday faith. 

In what areas of your life might God be challenging you 
to live more fully for him? What are the good reasons that 
might be getting in the way? 

* Craddock F, Luke: Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 
Teaching and Preaching, 1990
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 CELEBRATING RURAL MISSION SUNDAY  

 CALLED TO FOLLOW JESUS 
The main purpose of Rural Mission Sunday is simply to 
encourage rural churches celebrate who they are! This next 
section will help you put together a service of celebration 
on Sunday 14 July 2019. 

Here are are two suggestions of ways in which you might 
do this…

Suggestion 1: Celebrating in your church building

You could simply theme your normal Sunday morning 
service around Rural Mission Sunday, using the service 
outline below. Take the opportunity to invite and welcome 
the whole of your community to your church building and 
use the story of Jesus inviting the first disciples to follow 
him as an opportunity to tell those in your community that 
each one of them is also called by Jesus.  

You could, of course, choose to hold this service in 
partnership with another church in your community or 
multi-church group. Worshipping across denominations, or 
with others in your group, can be a powerful reminder that 
Jesus calls everyone!

 
 
Suggestion 2: Celebrating away from your church building 

Why not use Rural Mission Sunday as an opportunity to take 
your church service out into the community?! Could you meet 
on a farm, at the premises of a local business or even in the 
school or village hall? You may find that those from outside of 
your regular Sunday congregation feel more comfortable going 
to a ‘neutral’ venue rather than coming into the church. 

Why not interview the farmer / business owner / head teacher 
as part of your service? Find out what they’ll be doing in the 
coming week and then pray for them! 

 EATING TOGETHER 
Whether you choose to meet inside or away from your church 
building, we strongly recommend that you conclude your time 
together with some really good refreshments or, ideally, a big 
community lunch! Food is a brilliant way to extend welcome 
and hospitality, and if you try as far as possible to source it 
from within your community or local area it’s also a great way 
to express how much you value and appreciate those who 
live and work within it. 

Your Rural Mission Sunday celebration needn’t be 
difficult to plan: a simple get-together with local 
or homemade food and a service designed quickly 
drawing on these materials. It’s a great opportunity to 
do something together!

Revd Becky Stephens 
The Parish of The Whitacres, Lea Marston and 
Shustoke, Diocese of Birmingham

We gathered in a barn for our main Sunday Service. 
It was an ecumenical venture, drawing in a number 
of people who don’t worship with us at other times. It 
was particularly nice to have all five sense stimulated 
– farmyard smells and gentle breeze especially! 
Conversations were stimulated and relationships 
formed and deepened.

Revd David Harknett 
Parish of the Upper Wreake, Diocese of Leicester



 SHAPING YOUR CHURCH SERVICE 
Here you’ll find a service outline and some suggestions of songs and prayers on the theme of living the life. 

When you’re planning your service don’t forget to think carefully about how to introduce each item; things we so often 
take for granted – like when to stand up and sit down, when to refer to a service book or sheet – can be completely alien 
to visitors. Clear explanations are a really important part of our welcome! 

 SERVICE OUTLINE 

Introduction and Welcome

Song

Opening prayers

Reading 
(We suggest you choose a passage  
from the list in this material, ideally 
Mark 1:16-20.) 

Children’s talk or activity  
(where appropriate)

Song

A talk about the reading  
you have chosen
(You can find a talk outline on our 
website – germinate.net/rms-2019-
supplementary-material)

Do you have any stories from your  
own church or community that you  
can use to illustrate your talk? Don’t 
forget to ask the permission of those 
involved if appropriate!)

Song

Prayers for your community
(If you felt able to include Germinate: 
The Arthur Rank Centre in your prayers, 
we’d be really grateful! You can find out 
about current projects and events by 
visiting our website, germinate.net.)

Song
(Could you take up an offering for the work 
of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre?)

Prayer of Blessing
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 EVERYDAY FAITH 
If a short service with great refreshments is the limit of 
what your church is able to do to mark Rural Mission 
Sunday then that brilliant! But if you’d like to think about 
how you could build on the relationships that develop as a 
result of the service then we’d like to lay down a challenge! 

Why not consider running a short course to enable people 
in your community to explore what it means to be called by 
Jesus? If you partnered with another church or a different 
venue for your service, why not consider working with them 
on this next step too? 

If we’re growing in our relationships with God then 
that should be making a difference in the way we live 
our lives. Why not use Rural Mission Sunday as an 
opportunity to bless your community? 

•   Gratitude 
How might you say thank you to people and 
organisations in your community? Could you give 
them a small gift or put on a meal to celebrate all they 
contribute?

•   Generosity  
Could you host a free afternoon tea for the village, 
hold a film evening or run a stall at the village fete 
that gives something away? 

•   Welcome 
What might you do to offer a welcome to those who 
sometimes feel like church is inaccessible? Could you 
run a dementia awareness evening or spend some 
time talking with those with physical accessibility 
issues about how you can better include them in the 
life of the church? 
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 PRAYERS 
If yours is a service of communion, you may wish to include the following prayers written  
especially for Rural Mission Sunday by Revd Canon Dr Jean Coates, former Germinate Trustee and Rural Officer for Dorset. 

Collect for Rural Mission Sunday 2019
Loving God, you call each of us to be committed 
to serve others in your name.
Give us generous hearts to share who we are
and all that we have with others
so that together we may 
enable the faith and the flourishing 
of rural communities everywhere.

Short preface (which may be inserted into 
the Eucharistic Prayer)

And now we give you thanks that you call us
to mission and ministry in our local communities
and amongst neighbours, friends, family and colleagues.
Give each of us courage to share the gospel of love
and of understanding with others, that all may know your
peace and your challenge. 
Therefore...

Post-Communion prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, as you call us to go and to share 
in the task of bringing your love to others 
and of living out the gospel in our daily lives, 
may we follow with glad and generous hearts.
You have fed us in this sacrament that we may go now
to sow your word and bring all your people – and 
especially those from rural communities – to you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

You may wish to use the following prayers 
during your service:   

Prayer of adoration
Creator God,
maker of all that is seen and unseen, 
the whole earth is full of your glory.
The heavens sing your praises, and all creation blesses you.
We seek to join in that praise today, 
to worship you with glad and thankful hearts.
As we worship may we hear your voice gently calling us 
to serve you in the world you have made and hold together 
in your love.
Amen

 SONGS AND HYMNS 
Abba, Father (Dave Bilborough)
I, the Lord of sea and sky (Daniel Schutte)
Lord of creation (Jack Winslow)
Master, speak thy servant heareth (Frances Ridley Havergal)
O Jesus, I have promised (John Ernest Bode)
Teach me to dance (Graham Kendrick)

You can find more prayers and a longer list of 
suggested hymns and songs at  
germinate.net/rms-2019-supplementary-material
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 SUGGESTED CONTENT FOR YOUR SERVICE 



For more information about the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank 
Centre and access to our wide range of resources for rural mission and 

ministry please visit germinate.net or email info@germinate.net.

This material has been prepared by Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer 
for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches, and Louise Davis, 

Germinate’s Projects and Communications Officer.

Web: germinate.net
Email: rms@germinate.net

Tel: 024 7685 3060

Find us on Facebook  /RuralMissionSunday  •  Follow us on Twitter  /RuralMissSunday

Subscribe to Country Way magazine for more rural church resources 
germinate.net/country-way
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