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‘No [person] is an island, entire of itself; every [person] 
is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.’ 

John Donne’s famous statement is an unambiguous reminder 
that as human beings we are created to live with others, to 
exist in community. 

This isn’t news to Christians. From Genesis to Revelation the 
Bible constantly reminds us that God designed us to ‘do life’ 
together with other people and with him, going so far as to 
become ‘flesh and blood and move into the neighbourhood’, 
as The Message so evocatively renders John 1:14. 

But community, the network of relationships to which we all 
belong, doesn’t just happen: it needs to be built. Over the 
last couple of years Country Way has played a significant 
role in enabling rural churches to get involved in Rural 
Mission Sunday. Through the themes of welcome, hospitality 
and growth we have encouraged rural churches, and those 
who belong to them, to explore how they might grow in 
relationship with those ‘outside’ the church. In other words, 
how they might build community. 

However, in order to flourish communities need more than 
‘just’ healthy relationships: they need infrastructure and 
facilities as well as people. In this edition of Country Way we 
are taking a look at just a few of the practical components 
that impact rural communities. 

We’ve explored how rural churches might respond to the 
opportunities and challenges of new housing developments, 
and the role church schools can play in rural communities. 
We’ve reflected on some of the ways in which church 
buildings themselves can enhance their communities and the 
importance of ensuring that they are – as far as possible – 
accessible to everyone. 

And we’ve paid return visits to 
two church communities whose 
very practical engagement in 
their communities has featured 
in past editions of Country 
Way. 

We’ve also celebrated the 
ways in which rural churches 
across the UK responded to 
the unique opportunity for 
community engagement 
presented by the centenary 
in November 2018 of the 
end of the First World War. In 
the autumn we asked for people to send us short accounts 
of the ways in which they commemorated this anniversary; 
in response we received in excess of 8000 words of copy 
plus dozens of amazing photos! We’ve tried to include as 
many as we could in a special pull-out. 

In the end, underpinning all these practical examples of 
building community is an extraordinary army of rural people 
seeking to live out their faith in the place where they live. As 
civil rights leader Coretta Scott King observed, 

‘The greatness of a community is most accurately 
measured by the compassionate actions of its members.’

 
Louise Davis

Editor, Country Way 
louised@germinate.net 

@LouiseLouDavis 
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 COMPUTERS  
 FOR RURAL PEOPLE 

For more information  
contact: John Bennett on 024 7685 3066 
johnb@germinate.net Search our website for more information: germinate.net

Need a low cost, reliable laptop or desktop?
The Computers for Rural People scheme can help.

We provide refurbished desktops or laptops, pre-loaded with Microsoft Windows 7 or 10 
and Office 2010. We deliver to your door, ready-to-go with three months warranty. 

Prices from as little as £140  
(including delivery, warranty and £20 donation to  

Germinate:The Arthur Rank Centre).
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Wednesday 17 May 2019, 10am-2pm

Often when we think about church and 
leadership we think immediately of 
clergy of various descriptions. But what 
about head teachers, office managers, 
newspaper editors, financial controllers, 
magistrates, farm managers, school 
governors, youth football coaches, Scout 
leaders and chief executives?

In rural, suburban and urban 
communities across the UK, 
congregations are peppered with 
individuals such as these with spheres of 
influence that may never be touched by 
traditional forms of leadership within our 
churches. 

Exercising Christian leadership in 
a secular context requires wisdom, 
sensitivity and strength. How can our 
rural churches find ways to nurture, 
support, protect and grow the leaders in 
our communities? And what might those 
leaders have to offer to our churches? 

This year, George Dunn, CEO of 
the Tenant Farmers Association, 
will be giving our annual Germinate 
Lecture which this year takes place 
at King’s Park Conference Centre in 
Northampton. For more information 
and booking details go to 
germinate.net/germinate-leadership-lecture.

Germinate Leadership is for lay and ordained leaders in 
rural churches who have already displayed some creative 
and entrepreneurial flair in ministry and are keen to develop 
themselves and their skills.

Every part of the Germinate Leadership programme is rooted 
in the opportunities and challenges of ministry in rural contexts 
and fosters a collaborative, ecumenical approach and a culture 
of continuing personal and professional development. It is 
expected that all participants, both lay and ordained, will end 
the programme as creative, entrepreneurial, collaborative and 
strategic leaders, better equipped to engage effectively with local 
communities and encourage churches to be an effective Christian 
presence.

Fees for the 2019 Germinate Leadership programme are £1350 
per participant. 

A range of bursaries are available where hardship would otherwise 
prevent participation. Bursary applications from lay church 
leaders are encouraged, particularly where there is no access 
to other sources of financial support. Methodist applicants can 
apply for bursaries of £600 towards the programme fees. Email 
leadership@germinate.net for more information.

GERMINATE
LECTURE
2019

 SALT, LIGHT AND FEET OF CLAY:  
 CELEBRATING THE MINISTRY OF LAY PEOPLE 

GERMINATE
LEADERSHIP 2019

We are now receiving applications for the 2019 Germinate 
Leadership programme which begins in October.
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Sunday 14 July 

We’re currently putting together some 
great material to support your Rural 
Mission Sunday celebrations on 14 July!

This year we’re exploring what it 
means to live out our faith every day 

of the week, not just on Sunday. What 
does this mean for our discipleship, our 
commitment to growing as Christians 
both as individuals and as church 
communities? And how can the idea 
of ‘vocation’ help us to think about 
how we might live out our faith in the 
places where we spend most of our 

time, in our homes, workplaces and 
social lives rather than just in church?

For more information and to register 
go to germinate.net/rural-mission-
sunday-2019. 

Rural Mission Sunday 2019  

LIVE THE LIFE 

As you know, Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre exists to 
serve the UK’s 20,000 rural churches and their communities. 
Thanks to our supporters we have achieved a great deal since 
our inception in 1972. However, we are a small staff team, 
trying to punch above our weight. With a broad geographical 
reach incorporating the most isolated and remote parts of the 
country and only three full time equivalents in our office it’s a 
challenge for us to reach all of those who value our help.

In today’s fast-moving world of changing needs and diminishing 
resources, it’s a further challenge to ensure that we are aware 
of the actual issues that church communities need help with. 
It would be all too easy to end up in a situation where no-one 
knows what products or services Germinate has to offer, and 
we don’t know what kind of support to provide.

To help bridge the gap, we have recruited a group of 
Ambassadors, ten individuals who will provide a link between 
Germinate and rural churches around the country. Acting as 
our advocates within their local community, each will pass 
information from the organisation to relevant local groups, and 
feed back details about what’s going on locally, so that we can 
provide additional support where it is most needed. 

Claire Maxim, our CEO, says, ‘We are hugely grateful to our 
team of Ambassadors who are giving up their free time to help 
spread the word about Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre and 
the work we do. Being such a small team, it’s really hard for us 
to keep track of what’s going on at grassroots level throughout 
the country, but doing so is of the utmost importance. It’s 
difficult for us to ensure our work is having an impact and 
impossible for us to reflect concerns accurately at national level. 
These Ambassadors are our “eyes and ears on the ground”, 

helping to ensure we are successfully tackling the issues we 
need to address and that the right people get to hear about 
what we’re up to.’

THE CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE GROUP ARE:

Peter Hardy, Staffordshire
Geoff Dodgson, Cambridge
Mark McEvilly, Hereford
Stephen Derges, Devon
Sharon Goble, Warwickshire
Jerry Marshall, Cheshire
David Hoskins, North Yorkshire (Thirsk)
Sue Pegg, North Yorkshire (Selby)
Richard Kirlew, Dorset

If you would like to contact your nearest Ambassador, or if 
you’re interested in supporting us by becoming an Ambassador, 
please get in touch with susiec@germinate.net. 

Stay up to date with events, resources and funding by 
receiving Germinate News, our free monthly e-news. Sign up at 
germinate.net/newsletter-sign-up.

Germinate Ambassadors: 
 OUR NEW EYES AND EARS! 
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I have just been writing a detailed response to a public consultation about the Lower 
Thames Crossing (LTC). There are a whole host of issues related to the impact of 
the construction of this massive project: compulsory purchase of homes, removal of 
public footpaths and highways, re-routing of villages, damage to the environment, road 
closures, loss of animal, bird and insect habitats, stables and farmland. 

Producing a considered response to the project, with its years of disruption and 
permanent change to the landscape, has caused me to think a great deal about what 
practical part the Church has to play in it all and what we mean by community. 
Perhaps it’s only when we are forced to look at destruction, change and new things 
that we start to ask what ‘community’ really means.

 A SACRED PLACE 

The first thing I have had to think about 
is what the physical space taken by 
the LTC means. The land on which the 
crossing will be built is sacred to people: 
places where people have walked, 
prayed and scattered ashes; created, 
honoured and cherished a history. The 
land we work, build on and change 
contains traditions. 

Every road tells of the community who 
travel on it. But the community brings 
back stories to the place of origin for 
sharing. Others who are just passing 
through also impact on the community. 
What does this mean for a shared 
history? Often it is the churches in those 
places which hold and honour those 
stories; sometimes these churches are, 
in a startling phrase I heard recently, ‘too 
small to die’.

 TRAVELLERS’ TALES AND  
 SACRED STORIES 

Those things so often described as 
‘infrastructure’ are, through different 
eyes, a network of travellers’ tales, 

pilgrimages, sacred stories and settings 
out. Put that way, a dry question about 
what I think the impact on local roads 
will be becomes a deeper spiritual 
question about historic rights of way and 
the people of the community around 
me, those who are walking, cycling and 
riding horses, taking people to hospital, 
schools and places of work. 

Such a question asks me whether I really 
understand how a community goes about 
its business and how best that is to be 
done. It reminds me too, of a recent 
concern about housing developments in 
villages, where a development re-routed 
the main road away from the local 
church leaving it isolated, no longer ‘on 
the way’ to anywhere. Roads can nurture 
their communities with access; they 
can also take it away. So I have started 
to think: if the LTC means loss of local 
access and issues with travel, where 
in the future could the Church offer 
practical help? Plans for that need to 
happen sooner rather than later. 

The second thing I have had to think 
about is both the impact of the project 
on real people living now and their 
children growing up in the towns and 

Church, Community,  
and Doodling
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and Doodling

villages affected by the project in the 
future. There are some worrying issues 
about noise, pollution and air quality for 
people already living in proximity to the 
M25 and other major routes into Essex 
and Kent. 

It isn’t just a question of impaired living 
in community for the lifetime of the 
project, but whether people will want to 
put down roots, bring up children and 
raise new workers for this area. What 
sort of communities will these want to 
be in a few years’ time? How would they 
see the new crossing: as an opportunity 
rather than a blight? Perhaps this is 
something the churches could really 
help with, imagining the future as a 
community re-drawn by the LTC as well 
as speaking out now on behalf of those 
with the fewest choices who are likely to 
be most affected.

 SPEAKING FOR GOD’S  
 CREATION 

The third thing I have had to think about 
is the communities which surround 
all human populations: the habitats of 
animals and birds, the communities 
of woodlands and fields, wetlands and 
marshes. If we believe we are called 
to ‘strive to safeguard the integrity of 

creation, and sustain and renew the life 
of the earth’* we must speak for God’s 
creation, to remember what is often least 
valued in the march of human progress 
and change. Those communities of 
living creatures live around and among 
us; they are part of us and deserve our 
attention and care. The LTC inevitably 
impacts on habitats and ecology. We 
have to be caring stewards of what that 
means, including the right to mourn 
what might be lost for ever. What could 
we do now, practically, to safeguard the 
displaced animals, insects and birds?

 CHICKENS IN TROUSERS 

While I have been working on this 
consultation response, I have been 
wondering how we, as Christians, form 
a habit of thinking about community 
and the churches’ role in responding to 
history and future formation in which 
the Church is always actively embedded. 
Oddly, I found hope in a recent BBC 
News article about the Museum of 
English Rural Life. On a meticulously 
drawn series of maths problems 18th 
century schoolboy Richard had added 
doodles of his life: a black and white 
dog by a kennel, a donkey, a smoking 
chimney and a chicken in trousers.

So, as Richard was sitting there working 
out the angles of a triangle, images and 
ideas about his home and community 
life began to filter through on to the 
page. In his exercise, he called to mind 
the things that mattered to him: dreams 
of travel (there was a beautiful ship 
sailing along one of the lines), family life, 
animals and birds. 

If we all doodled a bit more around 
the sharp lines of our Church lives, 
remembering those we love and care 
for in community, then perhaps when 
we have to look carefully at decisions 
affecting us all, we might remember the 
least of those whom God asks us to love. 
I am sure God constantly doodles within 
his creation, out of sheer delight in it. 
And perhaps we need to embellish our 
responses too, so that our love, care and 
stewardship of Church and community 
really shines through. 

* Five Marks of Mission 
(anglicancommunion.org/mission/marks-
of-mission)

Dr Anne Richards 

National Adviser: mission theology 
Mission and Public Affairs, 

Church of England  
anne.richards@churchofengland.org 

@AnneRRichards
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Deep wells and green pastures

When people think of Leicester, many immediately think of a Midlands ex-industrial red-brick city with a multi-cultural flavour. These 
days they also recall a King found in a car park and the underdog winners of football’s Premier League. However, the vast majority of 
the Diocese of Leicester is actually rural. 

 SIGNS OF GOD’S KINGDOM 

When Martyn Snow arrived as Bishop of 
Leicester in 2016 he set up a Commission 
to look into the gifts of, and questions 
expressed by, rural church communities 
in the diocese. This Commission, 
entitled Deep Wells and Green Pastures, 
comprising lay and ordained people, 
celebrated signs of God’s kingdom within 
this context. We wanted to enable stories 
to be heard and understood across village, 
town and city alike. 

The Commission listened hard through 
a series of public meetings, interviews 
with community leaders and written 
submissions. We identified common 
threads including rural schools, leadership 
and discipleship, the burden of buildings, 
governance and meagre resources. 
We read widely from other places that 
had been asking similar questions. 
We recognised that we would need a 
whole series of nudges and changes 
that together might begin to help rural 
churches to thrive more. We also wanted 

to help them to offer their gifts to the 
entire diocese. 

 A RURAL DIOCESE WITH  
 URBAN HEARTLANDS 

We described our tentative hopes using a 
tool from our primary schools: WAGOLLs 
or ‘What A Good One Looks Like’. In other 
words, they paint a picture of hope. Our 
overarching WAGOLL suggests that we 
begin to change our self-perception and 
hence shift the perception of others. We 
want to move from being seen as an urban 
diocese with rural edges to a rural diocese 
with urban heartlands. I have had many 
people thank me for this statement alone: 
it speaks of recognition, it puts value on 
the rural experience and it speaks about 
how we need one another.

A good example of this connection was 
revealed when we began to consider how 
the experience of rural churches was 
related to work we are also doing amongst 
Black and Asian Minority Ethnic (BAME) 

Christians. We found common ground. 
Many BAME people are country people 
in origin back in their home nations. Now 
as new citizens or immigrants they have 
become city dwellers but in their hearts 
they long for the land. 

We experienced joy when we had a rural 
day of celebration. City and village dwellers 
alike gathered and found common ground. 
We saw new stories and new ways of 
talking emerge as urban people spoke of 
their rural souls and rural folks of their love 
of a trip to the rugby or a decent curry. 
New ways of speaking are good indicators 
of the beginnings of culture change. 

 MORE IN COMMON? 

One of the key themes to emerge from 
our conversations was that of new 
housing developments. Interestingly, 
we noticed that the range of feelings 
expressed in our rural communities were 
echoed by communities across our city. 
We didn’t take sides in this debate but 
wanted to help local churches to hold the 
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widespread need for new housing in our 
society and the opportunities it can create 
for new outreach in tension with heartfelt 
fears about inappropriate change. We 
witnessed that it was possible to deal 
with a hot potato without it becoming 
polarized or horribly personalised. We 
saw afresh that Christians can disagree 
lovingly. 

 LAMENTING NOT MOANING   

In many places we also encountered 
a wistfulness for the past and a 
sadness that the church was no longer 
as it had been. This was more than 
human resistance to change; it was a 
genuine sadness which needed to be 
expressed. We identified the difference 
between moaning and lamenting, the 
latter shaped by the biblical tradition 
of complaint before God which we 
see in the Psalms. It is often voiced 
corporately, a desire that God will hear 
us and transform our sorrow into a new 
orientation shaped by hope. In many 
places we sensed a need to lay down 
some things before God in order to 
free up the future. We sensed it was 
important to find ways to lament. 

 A GREEN AND  
 PLEASANT LAND? 

Finally, reflecting on scripture we noticed 
that wells are crucial in the Bible for both 
the creation of human community and as 
places of encounter with God. Many rural 
churches carry memories of community 
and God’s faithfulness. We heard the call 
to uncover such life-giving water so that 
new generations might drink afresh. 

We also spoke of green pastures, picking 
up the allusion from Psalm 23. This is not 
an image of England’s ‘green and pleasant 
land’ but comes from the experience of 
Middle Eastern pastoralists. Patches of 
grass grew and withered quickly. Sheep 
had to move to them by the careful 
leading of the shepherd. We witnessed 
green shoots of pasture and recognised 
that while God’s provision was sometimes 
small, invariably it was sufficient if we 
were prepared to move to it. 

 EXPLORING OUR  
 RURAL FUTURE 

A new rural team is to be formed in 
Leicester Diocese. They will work with 

rural churches to identify their wells 
and green pastures, to lay to rest things 
from the past and to explore what 
authentic ways of being Christians in rural 
Leicestershire might look now. 

Our work didn’t cost much money. It did 
take time and a willingness to listen. It 
needed minds and hearts able to test what 
was being said. It needed to approach every 
community – however robust or fragile 
– with love. It required a determination 
to resist quick fixes or shallow answers 
for what are complex communities, new 
opportunities and profound challenges. 
Even if we only manage to change the 
sense of perception in our diocese wherein 
rural people and rural communities are now 
much more front and centre, we will have 
achieved much. 

To read the Rural Commission Report go 
to leicester.anglican.org and search ‘Deep 
Wells and Green Pastures’.

Very Revd David Monteith
Dean of Leicester and  

Chair of the Bishop of Leicester’s  
Rural Commission 

david.monteith@leccofe.org 
@davidrmmonteith
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Rural churches play a key part in enhancing 
the well-being of local communities. As well as 
encouraging social connections, churches help 
local people to find an eternal perspective in a 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

 BUILDING DEEPER  
 RELATIONSHIPS 
For one group of churches in Somerset, working 
together under the banner of HOPE Frome and Villages 
has enabled them to significantly develop their capacity 
to enable those in their communities to build deeper 
relationships. Their connection with HOPE began in 
2008 when they began to use a caravan for regular 
outreach in the village of Frome. Every two weeks since 
then, volunteers have offered free teas and coffees to 
passers-by from 10pm to 2am, giving them a place to 
stop and chat on their way home from a night out. 

‘We know an amazing love from God in Jesus,’ says 
the HOPE van coordinator Gary Lee. ‘We want to 
share that, so we are compelled to reach out to 
others.’

The Frome churches also make the most of key 
calendar moments to bring the community together. In 
2018 they live-screened the wedding of Prince Harry 
to Meghan Markle and provided tea and cakes to 
villagers who came together to watch the wedding. 

Revd Anthony Dickson, the parish priest in Nunnery 
near Frome, is one of the clergy who has worked 
under the HOPE banner with Revd Clive Fairclough, 
who chairs Frome Area Churches Together. He says, 
‘In a village it is easy to feel isolated, that you are 
trying to work on your own. The idea of HOPE Frome 
is to connect the villages so we share experiences 
and also try to see how other churches do things 
that maybe we can put into our own church. As we 
share ideas we can show how church can be done 
differently in different places.’

Churches in Frome were among the thousands of 
churches using HOPE’s Remembrance 100 resources 
for the centenary of the end of the First World War. 
The Silence gift book was an easy conversation starter 
as people reflected on the sacrifice made by so many. 

 A RHYTHM OF MISSION  

Roy Crowne, HOPE’s executive director, says, ‘HOPE helps 
churches to reach out to their communities by making Jesus 
known at these key calendar moments when the country is 
celebrating or commemorating national events. Having a rhythm of 
mission through the calendar – Easter, Summer Fun Days, Harvest 
festivals and Christmas – helps us to be intentional about mission 
without getting burned out.’

Lent 
In the coming year HOPE is inviting churches to pray together 
through Lent as together we ask God how we can bring hope to 
our communities.

Easter 
This Easter, HOPE will again offer churches a HOPE at Easter 
magazine to give away as a gift. Churches that visit home-by-home 
and give away the magazines with an invitation to guest services, 
find that it is an effective way to make lasting local connections.

Churches in the New Forest area have worked together as part of 
HOPE for several years. Offering a shoe-shine stall in the village 
centre was one Easter outreach idea that helped them to open 
conversations about Easter and Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. 
They have also pooled resources to run a massive summer festival 
to bring local people together.

Summer
Roy Crowne says, ‘Churches have musicians, choirs and DBS-
checked children’s workers to run amazing events when they work 
together. Whether it is a one-off summer Fun Day or a week-long 
festival with children’s clubs and concerts, summer is a great time 
to bring the community together to make Jesus known.’

Harvest 
Eating together helps to build on connections made at events. 
Harvest is the traditional season to share a meal, putting the 
church at the centre of community life. HOPE works with 
World Vision to provide the ‘Share A Meal’ pack which includes 
invitations, recipe ideas and quizzes to help churches run harvest 
events. 

Building hope-filled communities
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Christmas
Christmas brings the year to an end with a host of activities which 
also enable churches to serve their communities. Winter night 
shelters, Foodbanks, Street Pastors, senior citizens’ friendship 
clubs to combat loneliness, debt advice centres and other 
chaplaincies all work at maximum capacity in the festive season. 

‘It is possible to run these services without mentioned Jesus,’ says 
Roy. ‘But then what makes us distinctive? Let’s be intentional 
about pointing people to Jesus, with sensitivity and respect.’

Christmas HOPE is designed as a gift from churches to local 
residents as it is delivered home to home with an invitation to 
Christmas events.

To help Christians make the most of every opportunity to share 
our Christian faith naturally and effectively, HOPE, the Church 
of England, and KingsGate Community Church in Peterborough 
worked together to produce Talking Jesus – The Course. It includes 

six practical, video-based teaching sessions with real-life examples 
from people who are talking about their faith in Jesus in everyday 
life in villages, towns and cities. There are also short parable-
style films designed to get groups thinking, and a 44-page course 
booklet with helpful discussion questions and challenges. Copies of 
the course booklet can be ordered in bulk with discounts for large 
quantities.

‘Churches have the ability to build hope-filled communities,’ says 
Roy. ‘Let pray it happens.’

Find out more about Talking Jesus – The Course and other 
HOPE resources at hopepublishing.org.uk.

* Harvard Study of Adult Development (adultdevelopmentstudy.org)

Catherine Butcher
Communications Director, HOPE Together

lt’s official: 
good relationships 
keep us happier 
and healthier.*
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Rural Church schools 
serving communities 
across England

 
Langar Church of 
England Primary School is a small 
rural school in the Diocese of Southwell 
and Nottingham. With just under one hundred 
pupils, it has spent the last four years putting values at the 
heart of everything it does. They started by asking ‘who do we want 
to send out into the world?’ The headteacher, Emily Brown, is passionate about 
the impact this has had on both the school and the wider community. 

Church of England schools come in all shapes and sizes but over half of them can be found in rural 
areas. Many have served their communities for hundreds of years. What they have taught may have changed 
over the years, but their ethos has stayed the same. 

 LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS 
The Church of England Education Office 
is working with rural schools to ensure 
every child can have life in all its fullness. 
We want our schools to bring people into 
community with each other and serve 
the common good. Pupils should flourish 
as individuals, but also as members of 
families, communities and institutions. 

In March 2018, the Church of England 
published Embracing Change: Rural and 
Small Schools, a report on the context 
and challenges for small and rural 
schools. Since then, there have been four 
rural conferences for school leaders, a 
symposium with members of parliament, 
farming unions, local authorities, 
academics, head teachers and pupils, and 
the introduction of Peer Support Networks, 
supporting school leaders with leadership 
development, resource sharing and online 
collaborations.

Emily, the headteacher at Langar Church 
of England Primary School, has been 
working with the Church of England 
Foundation for Educational Leadership 
for 18 months now. She began with a 

conference on character education and 
is now a member of the Peer Support 
Network. ‘It was lovely meeting with other 
people on that journey, and knowing the 
journey never ends. The work I did with 
that group really informed my work in 
school,’ she said. She has made valuable 
‘professional friends’ from the network. 
Some are at schools very different from 
Langar, ‘but you realise you’re all facing 
the same issues.’ 

 VALUES ENHANCE  
 OUTCOMES 
One of the Church of England Education 
Office’s key themes is that values do not 
come at the expense of outcomes. Values 
enhance outcomes. This has definitely 
been true at Langar. Emily said it can be 
hard to take time away from day to day 
tasks unless you know that your values are 
the foundation for everything else working 
well. Their five school values – take care, 
thoughtfulness, love, fairness and respect 
– are key to the way they work. ‘This year 
they just thread through everything we 
do,’ she said, ‘We don’t have school rules 
anymore; those five values are our rules.’ 

Although the local vicar, Canon Bronwen 
Gamble, has just left, she was a crucial 
member of the school community. She 
came in weekly, linking Bible stories to 
the values. She came up with the idea of 
having the new school badge in the shape 
of the Celtic Trinity, which the children 
then designed. The church building is just 
down the road, so it is a part of the life of 
the school and is used for special services 
throughout the year. 

There are many challenges in rural areas 
but there are also excellent teachers, 
governors, vicars and school leaders in 
those places. The Church of England 
wants to ensure that all schools, not just 
Church of England schools, are supported 
in their valuable work. The work of the 
Foundation for Educational Leadership is 
open to everyone. We want to ensure that 
children and families continue to have 
access to excellent education, long into the 
future.

Rachel Neaum
Public Affairs & Policy Officer, 

Church of England Education Office  
rachel.neaum@churchofengland.org 

@CofE_Education



REMEMBER THEM 
WE WILL

On Sunday 11 November 2018 rural churches across the UK joined with their urban and suburban 
counterparts to mark the centenary of the end of the First World War. 

We knew we wanted to use Country Way as a tool to tell stories of the ways in which that earth-shattering 
conflict impact rural churches and their communities but we had no idea of the response we would get to 
our request for accounts of your commemorations. 

This eight-page pull-out is our response to your stories. We hope you are as inspired, challenged and moved 
as we have been by these imaginative, generous and sensitive expression of remembrance. 

YOUR STORIES

REMEMBRANCE
RURAL



Lathom Park was used during the First World War as a remount 
depot where over 250,000 war horses and mules were trained 
before being sent to the Western Front. Although the house has 
been largely demolished, the chapel of St John the Divine in the 
grounds is still in use.

Our Act of Remembrance started with the laying of poppy wreaths 
at the war memorial. During the service that followed new name 
plaques of the fallen and new Armistice altar vestments were 
dedicated. At the end of the service the congregation was met 
outside by the Ladies Side Saddle Riding Association, mounted on 
their beautiful horses. 

The chapel remained open during the afternoon for people to 
drop in and see our There But Not There installation and the fall 
of poppies knitted by the congregation. We held recitals from our 
organist and the Skelmersdale Prize Band before a short of act of 
reflection brought our Remembrance events to a close. 

Over 300 people attended the chapel during the day to pay their 
respects. It was quite overwhelming. 

Sally Baker 

CWMBACH
Five striking silhouettes commemorating 
forty casualties of the First World War 
were installed at St Mary Magdalene’s 
Church, Cwmbach, as part of the There 
But Not There campaign. Members of 

the congregation worked to track down 
the descendants of those named on the 
memorials to invite them to join this act 
of Remembrance.

The war memorial in St Mary 
Magdalene’s lists the names of 40 men 
who were killed in action during that 
conflict, devastating that community.

THERE BUT NOT THERE 

Worshippers at St Eleth Church, Amlwch, created a display 
of more than 24,000 knitted and crocheted poppies to mark 
the centenary of the end of the First World War, leading to 
an island-wide shortage of red wool on Anglesey!

Miriam Sanders 
Pictures courtesy of ITV News

 AMLWCH 

St Michael’s Church was packed for our morning service on 11 November. A 
weeping window was formed from thousands of knitted poppies, including some 
purple poppies to remember the animals who died. The front of the church was 
covered with felt poppies and a trench scene was created.

After the service the Memorial Hall hosted refreshments and an exhibition 
showing the lives of those in the village who had served and not returned. In 
the evening, commemorations returned to the church where the primary school 
choir sang, a beacon was lit and the bells were rung. 

Revd Elizabeth Clark 

Bishop’s Itchington

LATHOM  
PARK 

POPPIES



BELTON 

To commemorate the centenary of the 
end of the First World War, the Kentisbury 
Women’s Institute created knitted, 
crocheted and paper poppies for a display 
at St Thomas’s Church. A second display 
depicting a windswept battlefield included 
memorabilia provided by the village school 
plus families and friends. 

On Sunday 11 November the bells of 
St Thomas’s Church rang out before the 
afternoon Remembrance service during 
which the names of those who took part in 
the First World War were read out. Candles 
were lit to commemorate the fallen, by 
living relatives where we had been able to 
trace them. 

The Last Post, two minutes’ silence and 
Reveille were followed by the laying of 
wreaths by members of the church and 
Kentisbury Parish Council. Well-known 
hymns were chosen for the service which 
concluded with the National Anthem. 

Margaret Purchase 

In the village of Dent, with its quaint cobbled streets and 
whitewashed houses, the sound of knitting needles was 
once commonplace. This knitting heritage was put to good 
use as we commemorated the centenary of the end of the 
First World War. All ages and abilities up and down the 
dale knitted or crocheted poppies, resulting in a stream of 
poppies which poured down the village war memorial and 
onto the gravel where it was held secure by poppy stones, 
painted by children in the village nursery. 

A remarkable community effort: a river of red – the colour 
of love – to remember.

Sarah E Woof 

DENT

At St Nicholas Church in 
Godstone, Surrey, we created 
a swathe of poppies to hang 
from the lychgate of the church. 
Poppies were crocheted, knitted 
and sewn, and were made by 
local volunteers including the 
Women’s Institute, Rainbows, 
Brownies and Beavers.

Revd Peter O’Connell 

Hundreds of members of the community in Belton, Norfolk, worked together to create 
‘Tommy’ as a tribute to the fallen of the First World War. Over the course of two 
months various village groups pulled off a handcrafted miracle, knitting, crocheting, 
sewing and producing recycled art to create well over 5000 poppies for a display on 
the church tower. 

The poppies were then attached to netting in the shape of a First World War Tommy 
and hoisted into place on the church tower. In the week he was on display, Tommy 
had lots of visitors from all over Norfolk.

Victoria Moyse 

Villagers, chapel members, school children and friends from  
miles around all contributed to the yarn-bombing with knitted 
poppies of Coads Green, Cornwall. Nearly 1000 poppies popped up 
on gates, fences and lamp posts around the village. The focal point 
of the art installation was a stunning 3D ‘100’ hanging above the 
chapel gate along with dozens of poppies on wires which swayed in 
the breeze on banks along the chapel path.

Our commemorations culminated in a moving concert which opened 
with the Last Post followed by poems and the reading of diary 
extracts, and music from the local primary school, opera star Shelley 
Coulter-Smith and local acapella group Youthful Spirit.

Revd Johanna Smart  

COADS 
GREEN 

KENTISBURY

GODSTONE 



An impressive First World War exhibition was organised in Rotherfield 
Greys, Oxfordshire. Villagers loaned family photographs, memorabilia 
and heirlooms which honoured servicemen, nurses, policemen, 
diplomats and wives. 

Artefacts included medals, binoculars, a First World War-issue penknife 
and trench lantern, a Queen Mary’s goodies tin, the diary of the wife of 
a member of the Paris Peace Conference and a spectacular sequence 
of 150 previously unseen photographs taken by a serviceman on the 
Western Front.

The exhibition ran from 9-11 November and concluded with a short 
ceremony for the Commitment to Peace and the lowering of the Union 
Jack whilst Sunset was sounded on a bugle. Everyone then gathered in 
the local pub to enjoy an evening of First World War Grub and Grog. 

Gillian Ovey

ROTHERFIELD GREYS 

Eighty men from Adbaston, Staffordshire, 
fought in the First World War; seven did not 
return. Thanks to some investigation work 
by Jenny Muddimer, a parish resident, the 
stories of these seven lives was reconstructed 
and the Parish Council, with support from 
Knighton Foods, the main employer within 
the parish, produced a commemorative 
booklet which was distributed at our 
Remembrance services. 

Knighton Foods also built and opened a 
commemoration garden in honour of those 
who worked for them and never returned 
from the war. Services were held at Adbaston 
Parish Church and Bishops Offley Chapel 
and the commemorations concluded with 
a candle-lit procession to a beacon-lighting 
ceremony on Millennium Green

Peter Nicholson 

We brought the community together by 
knitting poppies to display in St Mary’s 
Church, Hadlow. Poppy knit-and-natter 
sessions brought together many people 
from the church and community for 
friendly conversation over a cuppa. 
Experienced hands came out of ‘knitting 
retirement’ while others learnt to knit 
during the sessions. 

All-in-all nearly 3000 poppies were 
made for three displays. The first was a 
cascade of poppies from the First World 
War memorial window where all those 

from the village who lost their lives are 
remembered. Another commemorated 
the formation of the RAF with blue 
poppies forming ‘100’ in the middle. The 
third was for the bell ringers who lost 
their lives. 

The Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Brownies 
created poppies out of old plastic bottles 
to line the church path. The result of all 
this effort was a fantastic community 
achievement and poignant Act of 
Remembrance.

STORIES

 HADLOW 

 ADBASTON AND BISHOPS OFFLEY 



 MILFORD HAVEN 
The largest collection of wooden First World War crosses in West Wales went 
on display in St Katherine’s Church, Milford Haven. Rescued from a damp 
corner of the church, the vicar, Fr Harri Williams, decided they should have 
pride of place in the newly-refurbished Memorial Chapel.

Each one bears the name of a soldier, sailor or airman who died. ‘It’s 
particularly poignant for me because many of them were so young,’ Fr Harri 
said. ‘We have boys in our youth group who are 17 and to think that one 
hundred years ago many of them would have been expected to fight is quite 
frightening.’

The crosses were displayed alongside a book produced this year by the Royal 
British Legion and Milford Haven School. 

CHIPSTEAD 
Our Remembrance services have always 
been followed by a gathering at the war 
memorial for the reading of the names 
of the fallen, prayers, and the sounding 
of Last Post and Reveillle. Since 2014 
we have researched some of the details 
of those named on the memorial. This 
year we particularly remembered Thomas 
Ross, the youngest of the three Ross 
brothers to have been killed in the First 
World War. He received his wounds on 
5 November 1918 in the same action in 
which the poet Wilfred Owen lost his life.

Revd John Wates 

Christ Church Woodbury and St. 
Swithun’s Church hosted Remembrance 
services at Woodbury, Exeter. Over 350 
people from the community attended 
a service at the war memorial on the 
Village Green to commemorate and 
remember those who gave their lives in 
both World Wars. 

The names of those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice were recalled. Local 
school children and uniformed groups laid 
wreathes together with representatives 
from the Royal British Legion and the 
local community.

In the evening, following an informal tea, 
the two churches held a joint service 
attended by around 300 people. Once 
again, the names of those who gave 
their lives were recalled and the service 
was interspersed with readings, hymns 
and songs, poetry and the opportunity 
for everyone attending to add a sprig 
of rosemary to a Rosemary Cross in 
remembrance.

Stephen Derges 

WOODBURY

GNOSALL
The churches in Gnosall, Staffordshire, each made a contribution to mark 
the centenary of the Armistice. The village does not have an outside 
memorial, so the Methodist Church family decided to create a large cross 
formed of poppies made from plastic bottles. Luggage labels were inscribed 
with the names of all those from Gnosall lost in the two World Wars. Many 
paper poppies were also made to decorate the inside of the church. 

As part of our worship on 4 November the cross was processed from 
the church as a reminder of the sacrifices made by a small community 
in service of our country. The village came together on 11 November at 
St Lawrence, where transparent soldier silhouettes were placed in seats 
around the church. Some 510 people attended the village Remembrance 
service which also included schoolchildren from St Lawrence’s Academy 
singing and dancing. 

A heartfelt coming-together of a village to remember.

Bill Basford



 CALVERHALL 
On Saturday 10 November we held a 
special service in Holy Trinity, Calverhall, to 
commemorate the centenary of the end of 
the First World War. In preparation for this 
we ran a poetry competition and the two 
winners, along with several of the runners 
up, read their poems at the service. One of 
our Readers told the story of her grandfather, 
a composer who was killed in the conflict. 

An officer currently serving in the Army 
shared some reflections on what ‘coming 
home’ means to soldiers today, while a UN  

emergency relief team doctor talked about 
his time working in a field hospital in Mosul. 

The service featured a range 
of hymns and music, including 
contributions from a bugler and 
piper from the Royal Irish Regiment, 
stationed locally. We also had ten 
There But Not There silhouettes which 
we dedicated for use around the 
benefice. 

It was a very moving and memorable 
evening which was attended by nearly 
eighty people. 

Revd Rich Clarkson

BIRDINGBURY
We wanted to reflect rural life by 
creating a ‘garden of remembrance’ and 
inviting visitors to take a walk through 
it whilst reflecting on the impact of 
war. Garden arbours were decorated 
with poppies and bunches of rosemary, 
and around one hundred villagers were 
involved in creating over 2500 poppies; 
all different, just like those who gave 
their lives for their country. 900 of these 
poppies were used to create a poppy 
field in our churchyard. This village 
has a great love of animals so we also 
created an area where visitors could 

reflect on a display of purple poppies 
representing animals lost in conflict. 

In the chancel and altar area of the 
church we sought to envision a world 
where people live and work together 
in a spirit of kindness, cooperation and 
reconciliation. White poppies were used 
to invite visitors to reflect on this and 
consider making their own commitment 
to work for a peaceful tomorrow. Prayer 
stations provided activities to support 
reflection and the village History Group 
exhibited information about those from 
the village who served and died in the 
First World War.

Karen Armbrister

The Draycot Benefice, Wiltshire, has strong 
connections with the armed forces, and 
our Remembrance service always draws a 
large and varied congregation from across 
our villages.

In St Peter’s, Kington Langley, a large war 
horse sculpture was erected alongside 
the war memorial in the churchyard, a 
poignant reminder of devastating loss 
during the First World War and of the role 
that horses played in that conflict. 

At All Saints, Sutton Benger, we paraded 
from the local pub to the church with the 
Brownies and representatives from the 
Corps of Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers (REME). Over two hundred 
people from the village attended and then 
met together over curry in the church, 

chatting 
and sharing 
memories, and 
finding out about 
life in the armed 
forces today.

The church was 
decorated inside 
and out with 
poppies, with a 
striking ‘Tommy’ 
by the war memorial and twelve Perspex 
‘There But Not There’ figures seated in 
church as we remembered the young men 
from this village who lost their lives in the 
First World War. 

Katherine Bloomer

 LOCKERLEY 
Each of the four churches in the 
Lockerley Benefice had an Act 
of Remembrance including one 
featuring horses and a release of 
pigeons – chaotic but poignant! In 
the afternoon the parishes came 
together with the uniformed youth 
organisations (Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts, Brownies and Guides) and 
paraded from the war memorial to 
the church for a short service mainly 
led by the children. The local school 
had a service in church on the 
Friday before and planted poppies at 
the front of the church which were 
added to by others on the Sunday.

Revd James Pitkin

 DRAYCOT 

ANIMALS

MUSIC



ECCLESHALL
On Saturday 10 November, an Eve of Armistice music recital was held in Holy Trinity, to 
commemorate the impact of the First World War on Eccleshall, and the sacrifice of those 
recorded on our own war memorial. Most fittingly, the principal performer was Duncan 
Honeybourne whose great-grandfather was killed at Passchendaele in September 1917; 
his name was added to the Eccleshall War Memorial this year. 

The main Remembrance Service took place in Holy Trinity, following an extremely well-
attended parade through the town led by the Royal British Legion. It was the most 
wonderful display of community support and involvement. 

Revd Jules Walker

 HADDENHAM 
On 10 and 11 November, Churches Together in Haddenham, the 
Witchert Chorale and the Haddenham Players staged a double-bill: 
Music for Remembrance, including works by Parry, Jenkins and Elgar, 
followed by After The War Was Over, a commemorative play written 
by a local resident. 

The play described how the people of Haddenham came to terms 
with the loss of over fifty men during the First World War and began 
rebuilding their lives after 1918. The play was based on information 
gleaned from old local newspapers and a local family archive. It was 
absolutely brilliant, with a packed church singing well-known songs at 
the end.

On Sunday over five hundred people attended our Remembrance 
service which took place at the parish church and village war 
memorial. It was a very moving morning, not to be forgotten.

Vivienne Holloway

BLETCHINGLEY
On Thursday 8 November the Historical 
Society meeting heard extracts from the 
Parish Magazines of 1914-18 about 
the First World War, the Bletchingley 
servicemen, and the home front effort to 
support them.

On Saturday evening we were 
entertained in the church by war-time 
music and songs performed by the 
Band of the Surrey Yeomanry, including 
It’s a Long Way to Tipperary, Pack 
Up Your Troubles and Keep the Home 
Fires Burning. Scattered around the 
church were laminated commemorative 

certificates from the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission for all 38 of the 
Bletchingley men who died in the First 
World War. 

On Remembrance Sunday we met 
around the war memorial for the two 
minutes’ silence before moving into the 
church, the entrance flanked by two 
silhouettes of soldiers and a cascade of 
poppies made by the Sunday School 
children. The names of the Bletchingley 
men who died were read. A lament 
played on the bagpipes while the Royal 
British Legion standard was laid on the 
altar for the duration of the service. 

Richard Fowler



Cowan Bridge
Cowan Bridge Methodist Church decided 
to celebrate the centenary of the end 
of the First World War by inviting the 
community to a special service and war-
time lunch. The church members had 
beautifully decorated the chapel and hall 
but also included a wonderful display 
exploring how the war had affected the 
village. The act of worship included the 
lighting of candles to help reflect the 
significance of the day.

After the service a war-time lunch was 

served: corned beef hash and pickled 
red cabbage followed by apple pie and 
evaporated milk. This was followed by a 
war-time quiz and the winner received 
a home-made war-time tea. During this 
time of fellowship many stories were 
shared about how this community was 
affected by the cruelties of war. 

As well as an opportunity to remember 
the fallen in a special way and commit 
the congregation to work for peace in the 
future, the event proved to be a bringing-
together of community which will have a 
lasting significance.

Revd Richard Teal 

Organised by our church warden, poppies 
were made by members of the community 
and various village organisations. These 
were then used to decorate the village 
along with flags and home-made soldier 
and airman silhouettes.

Our Remembrance service involved a walk 
from the village centre to the war memorial 
for our Act of Remembrance before going 
into the school for a church service for 
peace. Afterwards we had a Peace Lunch 
made by church members: hot vegetable 
soup, ration boxes with sandwiches, 
sausage rolls, Victoria sponge, ‘peace’ jelly 
babies and a bar of ration chocolate. The 

boxes also contained a small Gospel of St 
John for each person. 

The service was for the whole community 
and we had well over 250 villagers 
attending. It was hugely appreciated by 
the villagers and everyone is still buzzing 
about it! 

It’s been great to have the church take 
the lead in something so important in 
our small garrison village, which is also 
home to many retired RAF servicemen and 
women.

Revd Rana Davies-James

CREDENHILL

Our Remembrance service commenced with a 
gathering at the village war memorial where the 
names of the fallen were read, a wreath was laid 
and the two minutes’ silence observed. The service 
then continued at South Petherwin Methodist 
Chapel where it was conducted by Dr Brian Davis 
from St.Paternus Anglican Church. The children 
from South Petherwin Primary School had been 
busy making poppies for this service and they 
created a stunning display cascading down the 
stained-glass windows at the front of the chapel. 
A collection was taken for the Poppy Appeal and 
refreshments were served in the Sunday school 
room afterwards.

Revd Johanna Smart

FOOD

SOUTH PETHERWIN
St Andrew’s Church in Foxton, Leicestershire, commemorated the 
centenary of the First World War Armistice with an exhibition in the church 
and a display of poppies. The exhibition gave the details of each of the 
twelve men from Foxton who gave their life in the service of their country. 

Outside the church there was a large display of poppies and a silhouette of a 
serviceman. The graveyard hosted an image of a soldier, holding a rifle, head 
bent looking at a cross, visible to those passing through the village. 

There were displays inside the church: in the porch, on the font, around 
the war memorial and on windowsills. The most striking display featured a 
wooden stake with barbed wire round it, topped with a soldier’s tin hat.

The weekend culminated in a Remembrance service on Sunday evening. 
Wreaths were laid around the war memorial, the Last Post was played by a 
trumpeter and a two minutes’ silence was observed. 

Richard N Page

FOXTON

WAR MEMORIALS
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 SPACES WHERE PEOPLE  
 CAN ENCOUNTER GOD 
We have thousands of places of 
worship in the UK, spaces in our local 
communities where people can encounter 
God. They are focal points where people 
have gathered for centuries to mark rites 
of passage, places where people go to sit, 
to think and to pray. 

Our church buildings bear witness to our 
local skills and craftsmanship. They are 
performance spaces for cultural, musical 
and dramatic activities and civic centres, 
used at times of national remembrance. 
They are important to our sense of place 
and well-being. They exist for all, and 
everyone can and should have access to 
them, whatever their faith tradition. Often 
they’re the only shared building in a rural 
community and their uses are becoming 
more diverse and creative.

 A SACRED  
 RESPONSIBILITY 
Rural congregations comprise wonderful, 
resourceful, faithful people who love and 
care for their church buildings. They see 
it as their sacred responsibility to keep 
the building available for worship and 
preserve the place of encounter with the 
living God. Sometimes they need help 
engaging with the local community, to 
draw on their love for the building, to 
help the congregation care for the church.

There are concerns about the 
sustainability of our rural church 

buildings and even a perception that 
they hinder mission, take a lot of 
looking after and require lots of energy 
and money. Germinate’s newly revised 
Rural Church Buildings Resource offers 
examples of good practice, case studies 
and simple commonsense guidance. It 
includes advice on project development, 
funding sources, business planning, 
community consultation and project 
delivery, plus guidance on the Church of 
England faculty system and other legal 
frameworks.

 SMALL CHANGE,  
 BIG IMPACT 
Sometimes, relatively small changes can 
have a big impact. At St Michael and All 
Angels Church, Kingstone, Herefordshire, 
new toilets and a small kitchen servery 
have been installed. This has enabled 
them to offer tea and cakes every Thursday 
afternoon, bringing around thirty people 
together, including many who wouldn’t 
normally consider entering the building.

Community is all about coming together. 
It’s not always about place, but the right 
place can change the way a community 
engages with itself and others. With the 
right resources, communities can make 
adaptations that turn their building into a 
space that serves the common good. 

Wendy Coombey

Community Partnership & Funding Officer, 
Diocese of Hereford 

w.coombey@hereford.anglican.org

hereford.anglican.org

Encountering God:  
SACRED SPACES

 USEFUL RESOURCES 
RURAL CHURCH BUILDINGS 
RESOURCE (GERMINATE:  
THE ARTHUR RANK CENTRE) 
Guidance on dealing with all the 
practical aspects of being responsible 
for a building including looking 
after the fabric of your building and 
its contents, undertaking effective 
maintenance, preventing metal theft 
and making your building as energy 
efficient as possible. Security, health 
and safety and opening up your 
church buildings for visitors are also 
covered.  
germinate.net/church-life/rural-
church-buildings-resource-2018

CROSSING THE THRESHOLD 
(DIOCESE OF HEREFORD)
Step-by-step guidance on how to 
develop a church and community 
project based within a church 
building and how to manage all 
stages of a building project. There 
are ideas on how engage with 
your local community, an overview 
of the process for seeking and 
obtaining permissions as well as an 
explanation of the available legal 
frameworks by which you can share 
your building with your community 
and other organisations. It covers all 
aspects of fundraising including new 
funding models.  
hereford.anglican.org/
Crossingthethresholdtoolkit

Historically, church buildings were not just places for worship but a space for the wider community to come together and use. 
Going back to these community roots can offer today’s buildings a new lease of life, while also encouraging more people  
to encounter God in His holy place. 
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New housing, new homes
Up and down the country thousands of new houses  
are being built, many in large new housing areas. From proposed Garden Villages  
of several thousand houses to small add-on estates of six properties in a farmyard, new housing is a  
hot topic of conversation in many local communities.

The response of local congregations has 
been varied but many churches are rightly 
responding to these burgeoning new 
housing estates by developing a strategy 
of mission which includes hospitality, 
welcome, evangelistic outreach and 
community development. 

The Churches Group for New Housing 
Areas is part of Churches Together in 
England (CtE). Representatives come from 
the 47 member churches who have some 
‘new housing’ brief. Around the table 
are Roman Catholic, Church of England, 
Methodist, Baptist, Salvation Army and 
United Reformed Church representatives. 
Other colleagues listen and advise on 
issues including church planting, pioneer 
ministry and community engagement, as 
well as technical issues like planning and 
working with the Charity Commission. 

While CtE is engaging with the issue 
of new housing areas from a national 
perspective, others are exploring what the 
challenges and opportunities might be 
more locally. 

Revd Canon Glyn Evans, Rural Officer 
for the Diocese of Oxford, has brought 
together a small group of people to explore 
the effects of housing developments on 
communities. 

‘We talk about small developments, but 
as a proportion they can represent a large 
percentage increase when they are built 
within an existing community,’ says Glyn. 
‘This can significantly change the nature 
of the community and the way it views 
itself.’ 

Glyn is interested to see how local 
congregations and communities respond 
to these developments and the role of 
churches in developing a new approach 
to understanding how the community 
changes and operates. 

 OPPORTUNITIES  
 AND THREATS 
Revd Katrina Huchins is a parish priest 
in a rural multi-church Church of England 
Benefice in Northamptonshire. 3,500 
houses are scheduled to be built on the 
outskirts of one of the villages in the 
benefice with a further sixty new homes 
within the village itself. 

‘Any major new development brings the 
hope of new community amenities: shops, 
schools, meeting places and playgrounds,’ 
says Katrina, ‘but it also brings threats.’

In Katrina’s context the major threat is 
increased traffic disruption: more people 
using the village as a rat-run to the  
 
 

neighbouring towns, more cars on the 
road at peak times, delays and traffic 
jams. Despite the potential challenges, 
Katrina is upbeat. 

‘I see this as an important missional and 
pastoral opportunity. How might villagers 
bless the lives of their new neighbours, 
and vice versa? How can we offer 
hospitality and friendship to new arrivals?’ 

Katrina is hoping that some of the new 
houses will be genuinely affordable, 
enabling the community to attract and 
retain younger people and families in the 
village.

So what’s the key to engaging 
meaningfully with new housing areas? Get 
started! Begin by meeting together to pray 
with two or three others. Engage early 
when a development is proposed in your 
community. Seek help from people further 
ahead of you in this process. 

Jim Currin
Evangelisation, Mission and Media, 

Churches Together in England 
jim.currin@cte.org.uk 

Revd Canon Glyn Evans 
Diocesan Rural Officer, Diocese of Oxford 

glynevans@gmail.com 
@dioruralofficer



 USEFUL RESOURCES 
Pioneer Ministry in New Housing Areas (Revd Penny Marsh and Revd Ali Boulton), 
Grove Books 

Churches Together in England new housing hub (cte.org.uk/newhousing)

Includes tips on engaging with new housing areas, national documents and news, 
reports, stories and contact information.

Campaign to Protect Rural England (cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/housing-and-planning)

germinate.net/country-way  –  23 

New housing, new homes
  RURAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS  

 A TIME TO REACT 
REACT
RURAL 

What type of rural are you? What is your 
context and history?

RESEARCH
Does your civic parish have a housing 
development plan? Some developers 
are targeting areas with weak or even 
non-existent plans and use the resulting 
confusion to push through developments.

Research jargon and acronyms linked 
to housing development and build up a 
portfolio of knowledge. 

REACT
ENGAGE
Become involved as much as possible at 
all levels. Be prepared to act as a neutral 
broker whilst speaking out prophetically 
where necessary. 

EVANGELISM
Moving house is a significant life 
event. We know that life events can be 
moments of fresh encounters with God. 
People moving into your locality bring an 
opportunity for you to share Jesus in a 
sensitive and culturally appropriate way.

REACT
ACTION
Prepare a Welcome Pack for those 
moving in, checking that your provision 
complements rather than overlaps with 
information provided by the developer. 
Include information about local amenities 
– schools, organisations, transport links 
etc. – as well as information about church 
services and programmes. 

Ensure your faith community is welcoming: 
consider running an Everybody Welcome 
course (chpublishing.co.uk/features/
everybody-welcome).

Invite people to engage with your faith 
community: try using some National 
Weekend of Invitation resources 
(weekendofinvitation.com).

Invite newcomers to a community BBQ or 
similar event. 

REACT
CONVERSATION 
Try to steer conversations in a positive way 
and as the People of God do not engage 
in gossip. Offer a clear, concise story of 
the community, its history, development 
and future. Have conversations with 
‘gatekeepers’ and ‘permission givers.’

CARE 
Care for everyone.

REACT
THEOLOGY 

The Bible is our foundation and there is 
much to draw on, discuss and wrestle with 
as we seek to follow God’s command to 
‘See that justice is done, let mercy be your 
first concern, and humbly obey your God.’ 
(Micah 6:8) 

Captain Gordon Banks CA 
Stafford Area Mission and  

Growth Partner 
gordonbanks@lichfield.anglican.org 

@captgordon51

How are you responding to the 
opportunities and challenges 
of new housing developments 
in your communities? Email 
countryway@germinate.net 
and let us know!



 

Begins October 2019 and runs until  
May 2021
Four residentials, mentoring, peer groups,  
a 360° degree appraisal and much more! 

For more information go to germinate.net/germinate-leadership  

GERMINATE LEADERSHIP 2019
Helping lay and 
ordained leaders from 
all denominations 
to develop creative, 
entrepreneurial skills for 
rural church leadership

Bursaries  

available  

for M
ethodists!



 

Bursaries  

available  

for M
ethodists!
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Rachel has been a wheelchair-user since her late teens. For her, access to a  
building is not just about whether you can get in or not. ‘If you can’t get into  
a building it can feel like you’re not welcome in it. Every little adaption made to a 
building shows that the people inside care about you.’

 LOVE, CARE AND  
 WELCOME 
Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre’s 
newest resource is Accessible Welcome, 
a toolkit designed to help rural 
congregations work towards ensuring 
that their church – their building and 
their worship – is accessible to all. 
Rachel’s experience reminds us that for 
Christians taking action is about more 
than practicalities and legal requirements; 
making our buildings accessible is about 
love, care and welcome.

Accessible Welcome builds on the 
conversation started by our Open 
Welcome resource which encouraged 
rural churches to explore how they might 
use their buildings more effectively for 
mission. As we considered the ways in 
which churches might be used by rural 
communities, we realised that we needed 
to think more deeply about the very 
practical challenges some people face 
when they try to respond to our welcome. 

This new piece of work focuses on 
making a building easy for everyone to 
use. ‘Personally, I don’t like to attract 
attention,’ says Rachel. ‘I don’t like to 
stick out in my wheelchair or have to sit 
in the aisle of a church. I like to be able 
to just get into a building with no fuss 
and slot into a row.’

 LIVING WELL WITH  
 DEMENTIA 
Dementia is an unseen disability which 
has profound effects on the person with 
the condition and on their families. Revd 
Mhari McLintock is the United Reformed 
Church’s West Midlands Synod Advocate 
for Dementia-Friendly Church. Mhari 
was herself diagnosed with early onset 
dementia and is a passionate advocate 
for living well with dementia. 

‘It’s all about community and how you 
treat people’, she says. ‘Don’t make 
assumptions about people; ask them 
what would be helpful.’ 

In our desire to make worship services 
run perfectly we can cut people out, 
worried that their contribution will be 
a bit ‘clunky’, as Mhari puts it. But 
perhaps that’s a better reflection of 
how life is for most people? People 
with dementia are able to contribute 
to gathered worship with the right 
encouragement and help. Enabling 
people to continue to play an active 
part in church life as long as they 
are able is important; failing to do so 
risks making people with dementia 
invisible. They should not be treated 
as being a nuisance, but as people 
who – like most of us! – need some 
encouragement.

It is clear that people do want to know 
more about dementia; at a Doughnuts 
and Dementia event Mhari led at the 
Greenbelt festival, the tent was packed 
with people sharing their stories and 
exploring ways to support people living 
with dementia. 

 QUESTIONS NOT  
 ASSUMPTIONS 
As we listened to Mhari and Rachel, 
facing very different accessibility issues, 
common themes emerged. We need to 
ask more questions rather than make 
assumptions: we are all individual and 
our needs vary accordingly. Taking 
time to think about what others might 

need is a sign that we want 
to welcome everyone. Rural church 
buildings can often be the only shared 
space in the community and it is 
therefore vital that the whole community 
can use them. People with disabilities 
don’t want to be made to feel different, 
they want to be part of the community; 
a little thought and kindness can achieve 
this and we will all benefit.

You can find out more about Accessible 
Welcome, and download the resource, 
by going to germinate.net/accessible-
welcome.

Revd Elizabeth Clark 
National Rural Officer for the Methodist 

and United Reformed Churches 
elizabethc@germinate.net 

@ElizabethNatRO

ACCESSIBLE WELCOME



Ponsanooth lies halfway between Redruth 
and Falmouth, Cornwall. A Wesleyan 
society was established in the late 
eighteenth century but struggled until 
the arrival of William Carvosso in 1788 
as the tenant of a local farm. With little 
success at first but by dint of prayer and 
commitment, with great joy he records, ‘It 
pleased the Lord to convince and convert 
a few souls and add them to our little 
number.’ Soon Carvosso was leading two 
large classes and preaching twice a week.

In the first forty years of the nineteenth 
century this community of Christians 
grew so rapidly that they had to build 
and rebuild their chapel three times! The 
present building, which originally seated 
more than 600 worshippers, was built in 
1843, followed by a Sunday School in 
1893. 

This second building, which burnt down 
in 2008, was rebuilt and re-opened in 
2014 as Ponsanooth Hall, a modern 
facility for the whole community. Owned 
by the Methodist Church, it is leased to 
a limited company that has responsibility 
for its running and maintenance.

Part of the design brief for the rebuilding 
was that it should be as multi-purpose as 
possible. Today a weekly toddlers’ group 
and a café, open three days a week, 

are happily staffed by church members 
and those who would hardly ever attend 
church. During the winter monthly film 
and pizza nights are the church’s gift 
to village children; in the summer there 
are street games on the playing field. 
At our recent Harvest Festival daffodil 
bulbs were potted up by the children to 
give to elderly and isolated people during 
Christmas carol singing.

Ponsanooth Hall now hosts around 
15,000 people each year. The church, 
small in number, has been a catalyst 
to bring further unity to the community 
through serving one another and, in the 
words of one local person, ‘It is truly a 
pleasure to be involved’.

Over recent years it has become 
increasingly difficult to sustain ‘church’ as 
those of an older generation knew it. The 
days are gone when a preacher addressed 
people under a distant gallery. Currently 
the small congregation primarily worships 
‘in the round’ at the rear of the chapel but 
meets once a month in the hall for a café-
style service followed by lunch together 
attended by double the usual number.

Our next challenge is to find a sustainable 
use for our large Grade II* listed Chapel; 
any ideas welcome!

As a small church community we are 
committed to growing in relationship with 
each other and with God, developing a 
culture that encourages people to share 
their faith journey with one another, to 
cry together and to love one another. And 
we continue to pray William Carvosso’s 
prayer, that the Lord would ‘convince and 
convert a few souls and add them to our 
little number.’

Christopher Trewern
Member of Ponsanooth Methodist Church 

and a director of Ponsanooth Hall 
Management Company 

chris.trewern@gmail.com 
ponsanooth-hall.co.uk
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Rural Mission

Out of the ashes



Swinton Village Choir started with a 
simple premise: meet for a few weeks 
before a community Christmas event 
and prepare a few songs to supplement 
a programme of sing-a-long carols and 
performance pieces by local children. 
Many of those who came along had 
never sung in a choir before but enjoyed 
singing Christmas songs and thought 
it would be good fun. The local music 
teacher agreed to lead rehearsals and 
actively encouraged participation and 
laughter in equal measure, so no one felt 
intimidated.

Swinton, a small village in the Scottish 
Borders, had undergone significant 
changes over the years: farms were sold 
and local people moved away while new 
people moved into the village; although 
there is still a primary school, valuable 
local amenities like the village hall, local 
shop and Post Office had closed and 
annual events such as the Gala Day 
became a thing of the past.

In August 2017 a church member 
proposed a radical plan for restoring 
some enthusiasm and building up a 
sense of community. A series of events, 
including community movie nights, talks 
about local history and a community 
Christmas concert and carol service 
were arranged and held in the church 
building, the largest available community 

space. 
One of the 
biggest success 
stories of the initiative is the 
Swinton Village Choir.

Within a few weeks of choir rehearsals 
starting some of the villagers began 
commenting that they were getting 
to know their neighbours for the first 
time as they walked along the road to 
the church together. Church members 
commented that they were meeting 
new people and getting to know each 
other better at the same time. People 
began meeting in the church fifteen 
minutes early so they could have time 
to chat before singing. As the concert 
drew near people began asking if they 
could continue singing together after 
Christmas! 

The Christmas carol concert in 2017 
was a huge success with well over one 
hundred people attending, filling the 
church with light, laughter and music. 
As everyone shared mince pies, snacks 
and hot drinks people chatted about 
the possibilities of a spring concert or 
an Easter celebration, and after the 
craziness of Christmas and New Year 
had passed, the choir continued. 

A year later the choir has grown from 
fifteen brave pioneers to a regular 
group of nearly forty from the village 

and surrounding area. People have 
grown in confidence, tackling solos and 
singing harmonies that would have been 
unthinkable in the early days. In 2018 
the choir performed for a spring concert, 
a wedding in the church, the revived 
Swinton Gala Day, the primary school’s 
Christmas Fayre, the switching on of 
the Christmas lights and the Community 
Christmas concert.

Concerts and events featuring the choir 
are well supported by the church and 
community and, along with wider 
Swinton village events, have engendered 
a real sense of community spirit and 
enthusiasm. What began as a simple 
gathering for a few weeks to rehearse 
some Christmas carols has turned into 
a time and place for people to build 
friendships and try new things. Church 
members are encouraged by seeing the 
church building used more regularly 
and the villagers are feeling more 
comfortable in ‘their’ church, looking 
forward to big events and, of course, 
Tuesday night choir rehearsals!

Heather Majors  

MUSIC AND FUN
COMMUNITY, 
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Based in the beautiful countryside of 
the Vale of Glamorgan, the Amelia Trust 
Farm (ameliatrust.org.uk) is a pioneering 
and successful Methodist mission 
project. It was the brainchild of Bob and 
Ethel Huggard who wanted to support 
disadvantaged young people in mainstream 
education who found it hard to learn in 
a traditional classroom setting. In 1990 
the Huggards donated land to create a 
rural lung and a countryside sanctuary for 
everyone to enjoy, and named the Farm 
Trust after Bob’s mother Amelia. 

At Amelia Trust Farm we believe that no 
one should be excluded from society. Our 
vision is to create a community where 
everyone is given the chance to succeed. 
Through a programme of support that 
is tailored to meet the needs of each 
individual, young people aged 11-18 with 
emotional and behavioural difficulties are 
supported. 

The challenges facing the young people 
with whom we work are varied. Sadly, 
they often do not have the parental 
support that we would wish every child 
to have, some have neuro-developmental 
disorders such as autism and ADHD, 
and others have been victims of abuse 
or neglect. Many have come through the 
care system and are at risk of self-harm or 
turning to substance abuse or anti-social 
behaviour. Spending time at the Farm with 
specialist staff helps them to get their lives 
back on track and gives them the skills 
they need to cope with life and hopefully 
to succeed.

Although in a rural setting, Amelia Trust 

Farm is just five miles from Barry, one 
of the largest towns in Wales and the 
majority of young people that Amelia 
Trust Farm work with come from deprived 
areas. Sadly, mental health problems 
in children are on the increase and are 
predicted to rise further (daffodilcymru.
org.uk). However, in each of the last three 
academic years at least 84% of the young 
people with whom we have worked have 
returned to mainstream education, training 
or employment.

Thanks to the generosity of Methodist 
people giving to the Mission in Britain 
Fund, we have recently been able to 
appoint an Occupational Therapist to 
strengthen the work we do so that we 
can focus on building confidence and 
self-esteem and empowering individuals 
to develop and maintain meaningful 
relationships with others. As their 
emotional and social wellbeing improves, 
young people at the Farm are more 
willing to try new experiences, and their 
aspirations increase. 

This means that Amelia Trust Farm 
reaches out into a demographic with 
which the Church often struggles to 
connect. A Deacon from the Methodist 
Church serves as a part-time Chaplain 
to the Farm and explores fresh ways 
of being church. Through programmes 
for young people who are experiencing 
multiple disadvantage the Farm enables 
them to find a purpose in life and be a 
good neighbour to people in need. Amelia 
Trust Farm offers a resource and place of 
encouragement for families under pressure 
and those with learning disabilities where 

SANCTUARY 
A COUNTRYSIDE 



they can feel welcomed and valued.

In addition to its pioneering work with 
disadvantaged young people Amelia Trust 
Farm also works in partnership with 
other charities based at its site to reach 
out to others. A gardening project with 
adults who have learning disabilities has 
been operating at the Farm for more than 
25 years and a new project supporting 
veterans of the armed forces has just 
started at the Farm offering them space 
and time to re-build their lives.

The Farm is also open throughout the year 
for visitors to enjoy the therapeutic benefits 
of the countryside. Last year, more than 
20,000 people visited the Farm enjoying 
the woodland walks, seeing more than 
twenty species of animals and participating 
in special activities such as lamb-feeding, 
our Spring Fair, Teddy Bear’s Picnic and 
Pumpkin Parties.

The farm has a range of facilities 
that are used in delivering support to 
disadvantaged and vulnerable people but 
are also available for hire to the wider 
community. A bunkhouse which sleeps 
up to 23 people is regularly used by youth 
organisations such as Brownies, Guides 
and Scouts. With the support of a grant 
from the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development and the Welsh 
Government, a new music and multimedia 
centre has been created. A large sports 
hall at the farm is used for activities such 
as football and martial arts groups. 

Volunteers play a big role in the operation 
of the farm. Around sixty people regularly 
volunteer, helping with the animals and 

in the café, maintaining the grounds 
and fundraising. Groups of people from 
companies and other organisations 
also volunteer at the farm to help on 
projects over a day or two days, building 
relationships with their colleagues and 
creating more effective teams.

But the core of what we do will always 
be our engagement with the kind of 
disadvantaged young people who originally 
inspired Bob and Ethel Huggard almost 
thirty years ago. Karen Turnbull, Director 
of the Amelia Farm Trust since 2015 says: 

‘I have seen how young people change 
during their time at the Farm, from 
being unable to make eye contact 
or speak to having the confidence to 
communicate with others. Our job is 
to help build self-esteem and setting 
individuals on a path where the sky is 
the limit. Amelia Trust Farm truly is a 
special place for many.’

It is always pleasing for staff to see young 
people who have been on placement 
at the Farm return years later, quite 
often with children of their own. They 
proudly show their son or daughter their 
achievements, explaining that they helped 
to build the Animal Centre, dig out the 
pond or lay a path in the woodlands. One 
young person described the Farm as ‘like 
the family I never had’. Another said: ‘You 
never gave up on me when lots of other 
people did’. 

And, okay, so I have no degree,  
But the Farm gave me ability. 
Thanks for all you did  
For finding a way for this lost kid.



30  –  germinate.net/country-way

A Servant Church:  
Hospitality, friendship  
and compassion
Broad Chalke is a small Wiltshire village 
with big ideas and a caring heart. It lies 
in the Chalke Valley, midway between 
Salisbury and Shaftesbury, and is blessed 
with a beautiful medieval parish church 
of considerable size. Unfortunately, it’s 
difficult to use for anything other than 
large services and events, and doesn’t 
have the flexibility for more informal 
community gatherings. 

However, less than half a mile away 
is a small Victorian flint chapel. A few 
years ago, its United Reformed Church 
congregation was struggling: the building 
was only used by the faithful few two or 
three Sundays a month and they were 
hampered by ineffective heating and poor 
lighting. 

With a new Rector installed in the parish 
church and new ministry in the chapel 
too, a question soon arose: could we 
work together to audit the needs of the 
village, and begin to address them, 
serving our community in new ways? 
We recognised there were a considerable 
number of elderly people who felt 
isolated and lonely. Working together, 
could we turn the chapel into a warm, 
hospitable place of meeting for the village 

community while retaining it as a place of 
worship?

Both the Anglican and URC congregations 
had some capital reserves, a willingness 
to fund-raise and a passion to reach 
out and meet the needs they’d 
identified. After five years of planning 
and fundraising, and several inspired 
approaches to grant-making bodies the 
building had been transformed. 

The enthusiastic response and practical 
help of so many people made us realise 
that not only had we met the local need 
for a comfortable meeting place, we had 
also demonstrated that different Christian 
denominations could work together in 
harmony. The day we commissioned the 
newly refurbished building more than one 
hundred people met at the parish church 
and then walked together to the chapel 
for the opening service and celebration. 

But that was just the start.

It wasn’t long before we were approached 
by the village council with an unexpected 
request: could we please extend our 
community outreach by providing a 
new home for the village shop and Post 
Office? We agreed without hesitation and 
with more fundraising, including generous 
personal gifts and a grant from DEFRA, 

we were able to offer more 
useable space and 
improved facilities 
in a second 
refurbishment. 

All this meant a 
radical but positive 
change for the village 

community, and for the chapel, now 
known as The Hub. Our many customers 
enjoy the convenience of having a shop 
within walking distance, open six days 
a week and selling a comprehensive 
range of foods, including much that is 
locally sourced. The Hub is also valued 
by those who meet informally or gather in 
organised groups for fellowship, tea and 
coffee, and homemade cakes.

Both the shop and coffee shop are 
overseen by the Hub committee and run 
by volunteers under the guidance of a paid 
manager and two other part time helpers.

On Sundays and special days we meet at 
The Hub for formal services of worship. 
For the rest of the week we are a church 
with doors wide open to the community. 
Following Jesus, who laid down no pre-
conditions when he fed the five thousand, 
we seek to share our faith through 
hospitality, friendship and compassion. 

Jackie Lowe
chalkevalleystores.co.uk

The Hub also provides 
time and space for…
•   Village archives
•   Story time for toddlers
•   Dementia lunches
•   Clergy meetings
•   French conversation
•   Lunch clubs for those living 

alone
•   Knit and Natter
•   Refreshments and light 

lunches for touring cyclists
•   Duke of Edinburgh work 

experience placements
•   Pension collection
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Attracting Attention:  
Trebullett Methodist Chapel, just south 
of Launceston in Cornwall, has a small 
congregation of about twenty people. 
Several community-based activities take 
place in the chapel hall but we wanted 
to let the wider community know that 
the chapel is there for anybody and has 
a message which is as relevant today as 
it was 2000 years ago.

Whatever we did had to attract attention 
and also convey information about the 
Christian message. After much prayer 
and conversation we decided to create 
an Easter Discovery Trail around the 
local villages with displays at key points 
depicting scenes from Holy Week: Palm 
Sunday, Jesus washing the disciples’ feet, 
the last supper, the betrayal by Judas, 
the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the trial of Jesus, Peter’s denial, the 
crucifixion and the garden tomb. 

Several people volunteered to host 
a display in their garden and it 
was agreed that the scenes of the 
crucifixion and the garden tomb 
would be displayed at the chapel. 
We approached Trekenner Primary 
School and were delighted when they 
agreed to make the display for Palm 
Sunday. 

The specific details of each scene 
were decided by those taking part 
and they were accompanied by 
captions explaining the events 
of Holy Week. This resulted in a 
very individual and interesting 
Easter Trail. We wanted to make 
it interactive and attract families 
so stamps and a trail leaflet were 
left at each display, and any child 

who collected all the stamps was given 
an Easter Story book and an Easter egg 
at church on Easter Day.

The school took a very active part and 
spent a morning following the trail. 
Beginning at the chapel they were 
introduced to the story of Easter before 
they visited each of the displays. They 
all enjoyed the morning, agreeing that 
because it brought the story to life they 
had been inspired to ask many relevant 
questions. It was a great learning 
experience for them.

The whole experience culminated in 
an Easter Praise Service at Trebullett 
Methodist Chapel on Easter Sunday 
morning. All ages took part and we felt 
that it was a fitting culmination to the 
events of the week.

We were delighted with our Easter Trail 
as many people were observed stopping 
to look at the displays. The children 
learned about Holy Week and Easter 
as part of their curriculum, the Easter 
message was shared with the local 
community and we were very much 
encouraged with the response. 

Revd Johanna Smart

THE EASTER DISCOVERY TRAIL

Good Friday, Lindford Methodist Church hosted a community day to share the Easter message of love and hope. 

Two donkeys, Nelson and Morris, provided more than 
sixty free rides to local children and the church hall hosted 
various Easter craft stations, including an Easter cross and 
card decoration, and there was an Easter egg hunt.

The church hosted a series of flowers arrangements 
depicting four parts of the Easter story, from Palm Sunday 
to the Resurrection and visitors were given goody bags 
containing invitations to the Easter celebration service as 

worship music played in the background.

The day became a great witness for the wider community 
in which the Easter story was brought to life. After a 
blessed and successful first event, we plan to hold another 
in 2019.

Deacon Janet Heys 
janetheys69@gmail.com • lindfordchurch.co.uk



With George Dunn  
CEO, Tenant Farmers Association

WEDNESDAY 15 MAY 2019 
10am-2pm
John Kirkham Hall 
King’s Park Conference and Sports Centre  
Kings Park Road, Northampton, NN3 6LL  

germinate.net/germinate-leadership-lecture

£15 
until 31 March then £20 

(including refreshments  
and lunch)

GERMINATE LECTURE 2019

SALT, LIGHT AND FEET OF CLAY
CELEBRATING THE MINISTRY 
OF LAY PEOPLE 


