
 

 

 
 

 
Since 1926 the rural eastern edge of Rugby has been marked by the 1170-acre Rugby Radio Station. 
Although formally considered a ‘brown-field’ site due to its technological heritage and 57 radio 
transmitters, the site has retained a predominantly rural character. 
 
In 2007 the radio station ceased operation, and after extensive consultation plans were approved for the 
development of a new community called Houlton to include 6000 homes, 3 primary schools, 1 secondary 
school and 2900sqm of community space, in addition to extensive employment and retail space. The plans 
also include the retention of more than 500 acres of informal green space, and 14km of footpaths and cycle 
paths. It is one of the 10 largest developments of its type in the UK. 
 
Very early in the process the Diocese of Coventry decided that it wanted to be at the heart of the 
development of this new community. We determined that we would be a constructive partner in the 
process, giving our gifts to the process and working alongside the developers with a shared desire to build 
community.  
 
The first strand of this strategy was to take up residence in the neighbourhood and help community to 
form from the very beginning. A vicarage was purchased and in March 2018 was the 6th house occupied. 
This has enabled us to build relationships with residents through our daily presence on site. 
 
The second strand saw the Coventry Diocese Board of Education bid to sponsor Houlton's first primary 
school. The bid was successful, and as a result the first school is a Church of England Academy, named after 
St Gabriel, the patron saint of communication, in recognition of the technological heritage of the site. The 
school opened in September 2018 with more than 70 pupils, and has offered the church the opportunity to 
quickly build relationships with pupils and their families. 
 
The third strand was to begin to establish a worshipping church community. This has resulted in weekly 
Sunday afternoon services being launched in November 2018, held in the community facilities of St 
Gabriel’s CofE Academy. 
 
To underpin all of this we have given the local parish church, St John the Baptist in Hillmorton, the 
opportunity to lead this response on behalf of the wider church. Ministerial resources were provided to the 
parish who have then engaged with the local deanery, Diocese and ecumenical partners to cast the vision 
and invite the wider church to join in. As a result we have been able to form a church planting team based 
in St John the Baptist, but constituted of people drawn from Anglican parishes elsewhere as well as 
Methodist and ELIM resources, all who have felt God call them to be part of what He is doing in Houlton. 
 
This embryonic church team have worked to build relationships with residents in the community and the 
church school. In 2018 this has included launching a baby & toddler group, hosting summer BBQs in the 
vicarage, organising community events, running a community quiz and teaching RE lessons. The result is a 
growing sense of community in which the church can feel it is playing an important role. 
 
The creation of a new community like this is a 15-20 year project. Today we have 60 homes occupied; 20 
years from now we will have 6,000. We do not know what the future will bring here, but we are delighted 
to have the opportunity to have the church, participating in God’s mission, right at the heart of it. 
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