
 

 

 
  
 
A Servant Church: Hospitality, friendship and compassion 
 
Broad Chalke is a small Wiltshire village with big ideas and a caring heart. It lies in the Chalke Valley, 
midway between Salisbury and Shaftesbury, and is blessed with a beautiful medieval parish church of 
considerable size. Unfortunately, it’s difficult to use for anything other than large services and events, and 
doesn’t have the flexibility for more informal community gatherings.  
 
However, less than half a mile away is a small Victorian flint chapel. A few years ago, its United Reformed 
Church congregation was struggling: the building was only used by the faithful few two or three Sundays a 
month and they were hampered by ineffective heating and poor lighting.  
 
With a new Rector installed in the parish church and new ministry in the chapel too, a question soon arose: 
could we work together to audit the needs of the village, and begin to address them, serving our 
community in new ways? We recognised there were a considerable number of elderly people who felt 
isolated and lonely. Working together, could we turn the chapel into a warm, hospitable place of meeting 
for the village community while retaining it as a place of worship? 
 
Both the Anglican and URC congregations had some capital reserves, a willingness to fund-raise and a 
passion to reach out and meet the needs they’d identified. After five years of planning and fundraising, and 
several inspired approaches to grant-making bodies the building had been transformed. 
 
The enthusiastic response and practical help of so many people made us realise that not only had we met 
the local need for a comfortable meeting place, we had also demonstrated that different Christian 
denominations could work together in harmony. The day we commissioned the newly refurbished building 
more than one hundred people met at the parish church and then walked together to the chapel for the 
opening service and celebration.  
 
But that was just the start. 
 
It wasn’t long before we were approached by the village council with an unexpected request: could we 
please extend our community outreach by providing a new home for the village shop and Post Office? We 
agreed without hesitation and with more fundraising, including generous personal gifts and a grant from 
DEFRA, we were able to offer more useable space and improved facilities in a second refurbishment.  
 
All this meant a radical but positive change for the village community, and for the chapel, now known as 
The Hub. Our many customers enjoy the convenience of having a shop within walking distance, open six 
days a week and selling a comprehensive range of foods, including much that is locally sourced. The Hub is 
also valued by those who meet informally or gather in organised groups for fellowship, tea and coffee, and 
homemade cakes. 
  
Both the shop and coffee shop are overseen by the Hub committee and run by volunteers under the 
guidance of a paid manager and two other part time helpers. 
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On Sundays and special days we meet at The Hub for formal services of worship. For the rest of the week 
we are a church with doors wide open to the community. Following Jesus, who laid down no pre-conditions 
when he fed the five thousand, we seek to share our faith through hospitality, friendship and compassion.  
 
Jackie Lowe 
 
 
The Hub also provides time and space for… 

 Village archives 

 Story time for toddlers 

 Dementia lunches 

 Clergy meetings 

 French conversation 

 Lunch clubs for those living alone 

 Knit and Natter 

 Refreshments and light lunches for touring cyclists 

 Duke of Edinburgh work experience placements 

 Pension collection 
 

  
This article first appeared in Country Way 80: Building Community, February 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way 
for more information about how to subscribe. 
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