
 

 

 
  
 
Up and down the country thousands of new houses are being built, many in large new housing areas. From 
proposed Garden Villages of several thousand houses to small add-on estates of six properties in a 
farmyard, new housing is a hot topic of conversation in many local communities. 
 
The response of local congregations has been varied but many churches are rightly responding to these 
burgeoning new housing estates by developing a strategy of mission which includes hospitality, welcome, 
evangelistic outreach and community development.  
 
The Churches Group for New Housing Areas is part of Churches Together in England. Representatives come 
from the 47 member churches who have some ‘new housing’ brief. Around the table are Roman Catholic, 
Church of England, Methodist, Baptist, Salvation Army and United Reformed Church representatives. Other 
colleagues listen and advise on issues including church planting, pioneer ministry and community 
engagement, as well as technical issues like planning and working with the Charity Commission.  
 
While CtE is engaging with the issue of new housing areas from a national perspective, others are exploring 
what the challenges and opportunities might be more locally.  
 
Revd Canon Glyn Evans, Rural Officer for the Diocese of Oxford, has brought together a small group of 
people to explore the effects of housing developments on communities.  
 
‘We talk about small developments, but as a proportion they can represent a large percentage increase 
when they are built within an existing community,’ says Glyn. ‘This can significantly change the nature of 
the community and the way it views itself.’  
 
Glyn is interested to see how local congregations and communities respond to these developments and the 
role of churches in developing a new approach to understanding how the community changes and 
operates.  
 
Opportunities and threats 
 
Revd Katrina Huchins is a parish priest in a rural multi-church Church of England Benefice in 
Northamptonshire. 3,500 houses are scheduled to be built on the outskirts of one of the villages in the 
benefice with a further sixty new homes within the village itself.  
 
‘Any major new development brings the hope of new community amenities: shops, schools, meeting places 
and playgrounds,’ says Katrina, ‘but it also brings threats.’ 
 
In Katrina’s context the major threat is increased traffic disruption: more people using the village as a rat-
run to the neighbouring towns, more cars on the road at peak times, delays and traffic jams. Despite the 
potential challenges, Katrina is upbeat.  
 
‘I see this as an important missional and pastoral opportunity. How might villagers bless the lives of their 
new neighbours, and vice versa? How can we offer hospitality and friendship to new arrivals?’  
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Katrina is hoping that some of the new houses will be genuinely affordable, enabling the community to 
attract and retain younger people and families in the village. 
 
So what’s the key to engaging meaningfully with new housing areas? Get started! Begin by meeting 
together to pray with two or three others. Engage early when a development is proposed in your 
community. Seek help from people further ahead of you in this process.  
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How are you responding to the opportunities and challenges of new housing developments in your 
communities? Email countryway@germinate.net and let us know! 
 
 
Useful resources  
 
Pioneer Ministry in New Housing Areas (Revd Penny Marsh and Revd Ali Boulton), Grove Books  
 
Churches Together in England new housing hub (cte.org.uk/newhousing) 
Includes tips on engaging with new housing areas, national documents and news, reports, stories and 
contact information. 
 
Campaign to Protect Rural England (cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/housing-and-planning) 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 80: Building Community, February 2019. Go to germinate.net/country-way 
for more information about how to subscribe. 
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