
 

 

 
 
 

In September 2017 the Church of Scotland began an exciting new 

ministry when they engaged Revd Chris Blackshaw, a Methodist 

Minister and part time Agricultural Chaplain from Cumbria, to 

work as their full time farming minister for the Presbytery of Ayr. 

Chris’s role, which is based around Craig Wilsons Auction Mart, 

has been well received by the agricultural community and people 

are now used to seeing him at the mart every week and they 

welcome him onto their farms as he travels around the locality. 

Chris covers an area that stretches from south of Kilmarnock to 

Ballentrae and into the Galloway Forest.  

Chris said ‘There are a lot of farms in really isolated and remote 

locations where people never see anyone for weeks on end.’ As 

the news slowly spreads that he is there, supporting farmers, 

people are turning to him for help and support. He told us ‘Some 

of the issues that I have supported people with have ranged from 

financial worries, where people are unable to pay the farm 

mortgage, to mental health, depression, bereavement, a farmer 

having to sell his farm to pay other family members out, family 

disputes and a fatal farm accident.’ The work is full on, but the 

church is really pleased that they can engage with farmers in this 

way and how people trust Chris enough to pick up the phone and speak to him, in person, at the mart. 

Chris said ‘Having someone to listen to your problems makes a massive difference and can sometimes be 

the difference between life and death.’  

Chris also leads farming themed services and both his carols round 

the ring in Ayr Mart and a Farm Praise were really popular with over 

200 people coming to both evenings. This year the Farm Praise was 

held at Dumfries House, which began with a guided walk around the 

rare breed area of Home Farm. People were able to see some of the 

rarest farm animals in the country, especially the extremely rare 

Vaynol cattle, a breed that only has 12 breeding cows left in the 

world. The Landrace and Tamworth pigs also proved popular with 

people. There were speakers covering topics on Trading Standards, 

Organic milk production and home delivery and Pollock’s machinery firm that has been in production since 

1867. The evening finished with hymns and prayers followed by a fine buffet supper.  

A Harvest Celebration is also planned for 24 October and hopefully a lambing service will be introduced 

next year. Chris said ‘I have been pleasantly surprised at the strength of faith amongst the farming 

community, and whilst they may not get to church to worship God many of them certainly have a 

spirituality and they come along to these evenings.’  
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Whilst agricultural chaplaincy has been established for some time in 

England and Wales there seems to have been little established in 

Scotland. Chris said ‘There has been a massive amount of interest in 

what we are doing, ranging from the media to other Churches across 

Scotland. I have received numerous invitations to speak about my 

work across Scotland and I am encouraged when I hear other 

presbyteries are considering doing this sort of ministry in their 

locality.’  

Revd Chris is also a farmer in his own right and runs a 20 acre farm in Cumbria, which his wife Jan manages 

whilst he is working in Scotland. They are both dedicated to supporting rare breeds and have a herd of 

English Longhorn Cattle, a Gloucester Old Spot and Oxford Sandy and Black pigs, which have both recently 

had litters.  
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