
 

 

 
 
 
As a new curate preaching at my first Remembrance Service I wanted to get it right and do the best I could. 
I was very conscious of the war memorial that I passed daily each time I left the church. This is where I 
would be standing to give the two minute silence, a tradition inaugurated by George V in 1919. 
 
I was aware that sometimes we go through the motions and do not really engage with the stories behind 
the names on the plaque or memorial. We know these men lost their lives in one of the World Wars but we 
don’t really know who they were. 
 
So last year I picked a random name, Charles Lawson, and started to research who he was. From searching 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) website I discovered his rank (sergeant), service 
number, regiment, when he died and where his grave was in France.  
 
I then looked for him on the 1891 census. I knew he lived with his father in Lentons Lane, Sowe but this 
search revealed that Charles was born in 1881 to Charles and Selina Lawson. Charles Senior, 44, was the 
head of the household and worked as a coal miner. Selina was 48. The couple had three children: Selina, 
21, Joseph, 17, also a coal miner, and Charles, 10, a ‘scholar’.  
 
I then search for more details on the grave in France and hit the jackpot with his complete life story on the 
CWGC website. 
 
In 1911 he was working as a coal miner and in 1913 he married Edith Blythe. A year into the First World 
War the Coventry Graphic newspaper ran an article which recorded that, ‘Though a large number of men in 
the Wyken and Hawkesbury district are required to work the pits, the response to the Call to Arms has 
been very satisfactory’. The article went on to note that one of the 42 men who had enlisted from the 
district was Corporal C. Lawson. 
 
He fought in France and Belgium and survived both the Battle of the Somme and a period stationed in 
Ypres. However, in the spring of 1918 he was caught up in the Great German Offensive and Lawson, now a 
sergeant, was one of 33 men from his battalion killed in Hermies.  
 
Sergeant Lawson was awarded the Victory and British War Medals and the 1914 Star. 
 
To be able to share this story 100 years later was a great privilege and I would urge anyone looking at a 
memorial this year to research one of the names so their individual story can be told.  
 
 
Revd Claire McArthur 
 
 
For information about how you can go about researching the war memorial in your community, have a look 
at our Resources section – search ‘CW79 Resources’ at germinate.net. 

Just a name? 


