
 

 

 
 
 
Commemorating the centenary of the end of the Great War in rural communities 
 
Annual services of Remembrance are often significant occasions in rural communities. As our nation marks the 
centenary of the end of the First World War, we wanted to find out how rural churches were marking this 
significant anniversary…  
 
Poppies 
 

 Scotland: Banff Parish Church’s Busy Hands group has launched its Knit a Poppy campaign. The group hope 
to knit enough sponsored poppies to create a cascade at the church and raise money for the Earl Haig Poppy 
Appeal.  

 Cornwall: Coads Green Methodist Church are holding an afternoon tea with musical items on 28 October 
and are planning to yarn-bomb the village with knitted poppies. 

 Yorkshire: Wesley Memorial Methodist Church in Epworth are working with the local heritage group on a 
‘fall’ of poppies for the church.  

 
 
Barton and Brigg Methodist Circuit, Lincolnshire 
 
A waterfall of poppies? Could we get every church in the circuit to make an outside display to catch the eyes of 
passers-by and prompt them to think about war, sacrifice, courage and the task of peace-making today? This 
was the question asked by Methodist churches in the Barton and Brigg Circuit in North Lincolnshire when they 
were wondering how to commemorate the centenary of the Armistice on Remembrance Sunday 2018. 
 
Deacon Helen Webster, who works with local schools in the area, had seen a small waterfall of poppies made 
from plastic bottles at one village school while other members of the circuit found a poppy knitting pattern. For 
the last few months members across the circuit have been busy collecting bottles and wearing out their knitting 
needles. Over 1000 knitted poppies had been made by the end of July and cupboards and balconies are 
overflowing with bottles ready to be transformed in time for our commemorations. 
 
Superintendent Revd Nichola Jones says, ‘We wanted to mark the anniversary of the Armistice by creating 
something eye-catching. We are also encouraging churches to have a coffee morning to support the work of The 
Soldiers' & Airmen's Scripture Readers Association (SASRA), visiting and providing spiritual support to members 
of the armed forces.’ 
 
The poppies will be displayed outside churches from the beginning of November.  
 
 
Delabole Methodist Church, Cornwall 
 
This year, to mark the centenary of the end of the First World War the theme of Delabole Methodist Church’s 
annual flower festival will be remembrance.  
 
A swathe of handmade poppies will cascade down from a wooden arch and across the stage and will remain in 
place from the flower festival in August until the weekend of 11 November. Clubs and groups from across the  
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community have created floral displays for the festival and money will be raised for the local Cornwall Hospice 
fund. Local people have also pulled together to knit, crochet and create hundreds of poppies.  
 
Over the weekend of Remembrance Sunday the Delabole Branch of the Royal British Legion will hold a 
commemorative exhibition in the church, exploring showing different aspects of life during wartime. There will 
be a coffee morning in aid of the Poppy Appeal on Saturday and on Sunday a ceremony at the War Memorial 
and parade to the Methodist Church for a service. The weekend will conclude with a service by the Port Isaac 
Chorale in the evening. 
 
Alison Gill 
 
 
Heckington 100 (Diocese of Lincoln)  
 
Here in Heckington an enthusiastic group of villagers have set about commemorating the 31 men from our 
village who didn’t return in 1918. A series of events which began in the summer will culminate on Armistice Day 
with a Sea of Poppies exhibition in the church featuring flowers that are being handmade locally, regionally, 
nationally and indeed internationally. So far nearly 11,000 poppies have flooded in. Displays throughout the 
church will include a chapel full of purple poppies commemorating the animals who died while the pulpit will 
honour the clergymen who served and didn’t come back. There will be a cascade of poppies from our balcony 
down into the Church and exhibits from organisations across the village.  
 
Other initiatives include a new book on the men on the War Memorial by local author Pat Banister, a band 
concert, a Wartime Bash with Bangers and Mash, a historical exhibition and an illustrated talk on the Great War, 
along with a flypast by the Dakota of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. 
  
Heckington 100 has galvanised the people of this area to pay tribute to the not-so-few men from our community 
who gave their lives for the many. 
 
Sea of Poppies will be open 27 October–11 November, 10am to 4pm daily. 
 
Andrew M. Key, Chairman, Heckington 100 
 
 
There But Not There 
 
St Leonard’s, Birdingbury (Diocese of Coventry) 
 
St Leonard’s Birdingbury is part of a rural multi-parish benefice in the Diocese of Coventry. There are plans for a 
poppy ‘cascade’ in each of the four churches in the group and we’ll also be hosting There But Not There Perspex 
figures. 
 
In Birdingbury we have made this a community project and have also involved our local history society who will 
put on an exhibition in the church featuring some of their research about those lost from our village. Our poppy 
display will start in the churchyard and continue through the church to the altar where the focus will be on 
peace.  
 
Our aspiration is that every house in the village will have contributed at least one poppy to our project. We have 
made poppies from air-dried clay, tissue paper, plastic bottle bases, egg box cups, cupcake cases, card and felt! 
 
We are also making hundreds of waterproof ‘pinwheel’ poppies for the churchyard to create a poppy field effect 
upon arrival. The display includes some purple poppies to recognise the villagers’ love of animals and white 
poppies for the altar area where the focus is on peace. Our flower arrangers are involved in the project and the  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
altar display will include peace lilies and rosemary. One of our young people is creating peace banners and we 
will have two or three prayer stations.  
 
It’s been great to gather together to make the hundreds of flowers that we need! We hosted two children’s 
workshops during the summer holidays and we are hoping to organise a couple of evenings to teach the menfolk 
to make poppies too!  
 
Karen Armbrister 
 
 
Liskeard Methodist Church, Cornwall  
 
As part of the Remembrance100 100 Days of Prayer for Peace and Hope Liskeard Methodist Church are hosting 
an exhibition on World War 1, open each morning from 4 August until Armistice Day. Friends and members have 
been knitting poppies and we have welcomed There But Not There silhouettes into our pews.  
 
The Liskeard Poppy Appeal Concert will be held in our Church in association with the local Royal British Legion, 
The Liskerrett Male Voice Choir and the Liskeard Silver Band. The Mayor, civic dignitaries and members of HMS 
Raleigh are expected to attend. 
 
John Gilbert  
 
 
St Edmund King and Martyr, West Kingsdown (Diocese of Rochester) 
 
In 2014, to commemorate the centenary of the start of the war we held a service in which we extinguished of a 
candle of remembrance. This candle has been placed, unlit, in the church each Sunday and will be re-lit at a 
service to mark the centenary of the Armistice.  
 
In addition to our annual Remembrance Day commemorations over the last four years the local branch of the 
Royal British Legion has held a short service on the centenary of the death of each person named on our village 
war memorial. This has included the Act of Remembrance and a short account of the person’s life and active 
service. 
 
Revd Harriet Johnson  
 
 
St David’s Wettenhall (Diocese of Chester) 
 
Wettenhall is a rural village situated within the heart of the Cheshire Plains. Just over a hundred years ago thirty 
young men from Wettenhall signed up to fight in the Great War; happily 29 of those young men returned to 
their families, battered, bruised and mentally scared but home.  
 
The one young man who lost his life was 26-year-old Corporal George John Rathbone. Tragically, on 19 August 
1918, just 3 months before the war ended, he fell at Poperinghe, Belgium; a brass plaque in St. David’s church 
commemorates his life. 
 
John, known as Jack, was the youngest of a large family, attended the local parish school, and was engaged to be 
married when he signed up. He still has family in the area and Jacks’ great-nephew James visited his final resting 
place at the Commonwealth War Graves in Poperinghe, Belgium just a few years ago. Jack was one of the lucky 
ones; of the 12,000 graves at Poperinghe, 8,000 belong to un-named soldiers. 
 
This year 19 August fell on a Sunday and Wettenhall remembered Jack and others with an Act of Remembrance 
at St. David’s followed by a wartime afternoon tea party, complete with old time music but minus food  



 

 

 
 
 
 
rationing! Jack’s image has been engraved on a life-sized silhouette that will be seated within the church and the 
brass memorial plaque has been registered with War Memorials Online.  
 
 
Benington, All Saints (Diocese of Lincoln) 
 
Grade 1 listed, 800-year-old Benington, All Saints was closed for worship in 2003. After a £2.3m building project 
the church re-opened in September 2018 as The Beonna at All Saints, a community and events centre with a 
community cafe in the nave. 
 
When the church closed the war memorial, a brass plaque, was removed from All Saints to a nearby church for 
safe-keeping. On it are recorded the names of seventeen men from the village who died in World War 1. On 
Sunday 11 November the memorial will be returned to All Saints as part of an Act of Remembrance. 
 
Judy Crowe, Benington Community Heritage Trust 
 
 
Remembrance in Shoreham, Kent  
 
The Shoreham Branch of the Royal British Legion, celebrating the 70th anniversary of its formation, joined with 
Henry Desmond and his Orchestra to hold a concert to commemorate the centenary of the end of World War 1 
in St Peter and St Paul Church, Shoreham, Kent. The fifty-piece orchestra and thirty-strong choir led by Henry 
performed songs from both World Wars including Pack up Your Troubles, Keep the Home Fires Burning and 
many more, plus music associated with each of the Armed Forces and some classical pieces celebrating Britain 
and its heritage. Poems and letters exchanged by people in Shoreham in World War 1 were read by members of 
the Royal British Legion and residents of Shoreham. Soloists Emma Scott, Will Desmond and Tom Hicks 
performed music from musicals, a requiem and ‘Forces’ Sweetheart’ Vera Lynn.  
 
The audience also had the opportunity to explore an exhibition telling the stories of the boys who went to fight 
from Shoreham and to celebrate the Royal British Legion. The evening finished with everyone waving their flags 
to Pomp and Circumstance before the orchestra got everyone dancing to a new arrangement of Glenn Miller’s In 
The Mood.  
 
All money raised from the evening went to the Royal British Legion Poppy Fund 2018. 
 
Henry Desmond  
 
 
Find out more about some of the resources mentioned here…  
 

Royal British Legion (britishlegion.org.uk) 
SASRA (The Soldiers' & Airmen's Scripture Readers Association) (sasra.org.uk) 
There But Not There (therebutnotthere.org.uk) 
War Memorials Online (warmemorialsonline.org.uk) 

 
If you have been inspired by the stories you’ve read here, why not take a look at our Resources section for 
information and ideas for ways in which you could mark the centenary of the end of the First World War 1n your 
church and community. Go to germinate.net and search ‘CW79 Resources’. 
 
Search ‘Poppies’ for patterns and templates to use to create your own poppy-themed Remembrance 
installation. 


