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Editorial
After having a conversation with a Christian about Jesus, one
in five non-Christians say they are now open to an encounter
with Jesus…
Er…
Most non-Christians think Christians are friendly and
caring… 43% of English adults believe in the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead… 1
Ahem… This is about evangelism, right?
It sure is! ‘The power of the Good News is so great that
it cannot fail to win converts’, said Tim Stanley in the
Telegraph last year.2 ‘British Christianity isn’t dying. It’s
sleeping. Evangelism can awaken it.’
Wake me when it’s over. It’s not my thing.
It’s not an option. Jesus told stories around the lost sheep,
lost coin and lost son, He said he came to seek and save the
lost and added ‘As the Father sent me so I’m sending you.’
Peter said, ‘Be ready to explain the hope you have in you.’
And to keep the main thing the main thing, Jesus’ parting
words were, ‘Go and make disciples of all nations.’
But on the plus side, it’s an adventure, it helps us grow
as Christians. It builds spiritual confidence, purpose and
fulfilment.
Oh, and it’s simple.
Simple?
Yes. There are only three things you have to do. I’m writing
a piece about it.
Go on then. I can see you’re going to tell me anyway.
First, you have to know non-Christians. Be strategic,
intentional and prayerful about building close relationships
with those outside the church. Be willing to be vulnerable, a
guest as well as a host.
1

Talking Jesus, talkingjesus.org

2

Fair enough. Sounds like
a good excuse to join the
village wine club.
Second, you have to live
a life that’s noticeably
different from those that
don’t have your hope.
Authenticity. Words
backed by action.
Always encouraging
and compassionate. A
different attitude to money.
Forthright about failure.
Ouch! I thought you said this was easy?
Simple. I never said easy.
Third, at the right time, you have to explain what it
means to have a relationship with Jesus. Ask questions to
understand their perspective. Be patient. It may take many
conversations but when you have their attention, be bold,
tell your story, and unpack the Gospel.
Whoa… that’s the crunch. How the heck do I do that?
It’s all in the new issue of Country Way.
Right... So what’s the piece are you’re writing?
It’s the Editorial.
The Editorial? For goodness sake, who ever read that?

Jerry Marshall
CEO, Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre
jerrym@germinate.net
@JerryCAMarshall

Daily Telegraph 28.5.16

COMPUTERS

E

FOR RURAL PEOPL

Need a low cost, reliable laptop or desktop?
The Computers for Rural People scheme can help.

We provide refurbished desktops or laptops, pre-loaded with Microsoft Windows 7 or 10
and Office 2010. We deliver to your door, ready-to-go with three months warranty.

Prices from as little as £140
(including delivery, warranty and £20 donation to
Germinate:The Arthur Rank Centre).

For more information
contact: John Bennett on 024 7685 3066
johnb@germinate.net

Search our website for more information: germinate.net
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A rural
business
start-up
course in
your region

We are
recruiting!
After five years as Germinate CEO
Jerry Marshall is heading off for
pastures new and so we’re looking
for someone to come and pick up
the Germinate reins! As Country
Way readers know all too well,
rural mission and ministry is a
challenging yet exciting area, often at
the forefront of shared ministry, lay
leadership and new ways of being
church, with particular opportunities
for mission in diverse rural contexts.

Following the success of the one day rural business
start-up course at Stoneleigh last December, we are
running five regional events this autumn and next
spring. Venues are being finalised: could you host
one?
The aim is two-fold: first, to provide a shortened
version of the full Germinate Enterprise course
for those who like the idea of running their own
small business but are not sure what business
and whether it is viable; second, to give a taster
for those considering running the full six session
programme as one of the ways their church could
reach out and help their community flourish. For
full details and to register your interest, go to
germinate.net/enterprise. If you could host an event,
contact Jerry (jerrym@germinate.net). Details
of events will be in Germinate News (sign up at
germinate.net/newsletter-sign-up).

Jerry has done sterling work over
the last few years, initiating the
development of our new ‘Germinate’
brand and working with the team
to introduce a whole raft of new
initiatives. Now the trustees are
looking for an inspiring, strategic and
collaborative leader who can take
Germinate into the next phase.
You can find out more by going to
germinate.net and searching ‘CEO
vacancy advert’; you’ll find a link to
the job description and information
about how to apply for the role.
An application form is available
from Alison Selwood (alisons@
germinate.net, 024 7685 3060)
and the deadline for applications is
Sunday 22 October with interviews
scheduled for Thursday 23 and
Wednesday 29 November 2017.

Matt’s Story:
Matt Croxon, in rural Northamptonshire, completed Germinate Enterprise
facilitator training and recently delivered his first business start-up course to
others in his local area. Seven participants successfully completing the training.
He commented: ‘We ran the course once a week in two hourly evening sessions,
a little like running a church home group for example. Everyone found the course
materials helpful and felt they gave a good foundation on which to develop their
own business ideas.’
Attendees on Matt’s course had a diverse range of business ideas: from running a
bistro, to first aid training, to professional dog walking. One individual, who had
been facing long term unemployment, left the course with plans to set up a DIY/
garden clearance business and another to establish a therapy garden. Matt felt
that one of the most rewarding aspects of being a Germinate Enterprise facilitator
was the ability to literally transform people’s lives. He described one participant
who had been previously homeless: ‘As a talented artist, the course helped him
learn how he could sell his artwork and make a living from something he loved
and felt passionate about.’

www.countryway.org.uk | 5

germinate.net

GERMINATE
GROUPS
in your area

Bring together a small team from
your rural multi-church group to
think, pray, plan and learn from
others. Develop a shared vision and
agree practical steps to respond to
change and facilitate mission and
growth.
Germinate Groups is our rural multichurch ministry learning community.
The full materials are available to
run ‘in-house’ with our training and
support and are designed to be
used ecumenically. The two pilot
learning communities are already
having an impact on participating
church groups across denominations,
with more cohesive teams working
together, organisational changes
to simplify administration and new
missional initiatives.
There are full details at germinate.
net/training/germinate-groups along
with a short video. Can we help you
set up a group this autumn?

Make friends
today!
Are you ready to become part
of the force that is transforming
rural communities across the
nation? Although we are a small
organisation, we can punch above
our weight thanks to our incredible
supporters.
If you would like to continue to
play your part in helping us to
continue this work, why not become
a Friend of Germinate? Contribute
to the future direction of our
work and get a 10% discount off
Germinate events and training. You
will also receive your Country Way
subscription without additional cost
as a ‘thank you’ from us for all your
support!
Friends plans start at £5 per
month. For more information go to
germinate.net/get-involved/friendsof-germinate.

INTERNATIONAL RURAL CHURCHES
CONFERENCE 2018 – 15-21 APRIL 2018

DISCOUNT FOR
COUNTRY WAY READERS!
The International Rural Church
Association (IRCA) was founded 20
years ago to enable leaders of rural
churches worldwide to share ideas and
resources, champion rural needs and
offer each other support and prayer. It’s
an ecumenical partnership active on five
continents, and has held five global and
many regional conferences.
The quadrennial conference near
Christchurch, New Zealand, is designed
to have a direct impact and leave a
legacy well beyond the event. The core

of the conference will be a ‘learning
community’ approach, with groups
considering what IS (what God is
doing in their area), what COULD BE
(the God-given vision) and what WILL
BE (action plan to move towards this
vision).

The event will provide opportunities to
share stories, take part in worship from
different traditions, share resources and
develop international partnerships. There
is a stream for young leaders and there
are visits, tours and a pre-conference
marae stay.

The conference will also look at two
themes relevant to most countries:
collaborative ministry, where New
Zealand is in the forefront of new
approaches, and bringing reconciliation
in divided communities.

Full details are at irca.online/conferences
and as a Country Way reader you can
receive a NZ$200 (approx. £100)
discount by entering the code CW76.
Join us for an experience of a lifetime!

RURAL MISSION
SUNDAY 2017
Everybody Welcome!
Sunday 16 July

The highlight of our summer is Rural Mission
Sunday, an annual opportunity for rural churches
to celebrate who they are. This year over 300
churches from across the denominations
registered to take part on (or around) Sunday 16
July and stories are starting to trickle in. Here are
a few that have made it into our inbox…
Revd Canon
Gary Philbrick
Avon Valley Partnership,
Diocese of Winchester
I used Rural Mission Sunday as my
theme in various local churches on 15
July. I preached about how churches often
say everyone is welcome… as long as
they like the service as it is, and are the
right sort of people, and have children
who make no noise etc. ... It went
down well!

Revd David
Harknett, Vicar, Parish
of the Upper Wreake,
Leicestershire:
‘Rural Mission Sunday is a simple,
effective way of concentrating on God’s
reality in a rural context. The material
is a rich springboard from which
to emphasise a living, creative
Christian presence.’

Revd Dr Andrew Tatham
Quantock Coast Benefice, Diocese of Bath and Wells
‘Rural Mission Sunday has always provided a useful and challenging
focus for our July Benefice service and this year we used the material
for our regular monthly Benefice Eucharist on 23 July. The theme,
Everybody Welcome!, coincided with one element of our Quantock
Deanery plan – reaching out to a ‘hard-to-reach’ group – so the talk was
given by the lead of our local Dementia Action Alliance.
The immediate response to Rural Mission Sunday is that a number
of our parishes are considering working towards becoming dementia
friendly churches. Its bigger impact is to confound those who would say
that rural churches are too small and cannot be involved in mission.

Revd Fiona Gibson
The Benefice of Cople, Moggerhanger and Willington, Diocese of St Albans
Each of the three churches in our Benefice did something special. One
church had a celebration cake after the morning service. At the family
service in another the children performed a brilliant sketch, involving
members of the congregation, on the theme ‘everyone’s invited’! We used
the parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:15-24), and invited our friends
and neighbours to come to an actual great banquet (well, a picnic!) in the
garden of one of the church members afterwards.
In the third church we held an afternoon tea followed by a Songs of
Praise service, at which people living in the village talked about what’s
special about being part of a rural community and introduced a favourite
hymn. The Chair of the Parish Council, a long term village resident, and
a newer resident were among those who spoke.
Members of the congregations were excited about putting on special
events. It raised the profile of Mission in our churches and the
fact that it was specifically focused on rural churches made a real
difference. So often rural churches have to try to adapt ideas geared
at urban and suburban churches. This time we didn’t!
We had a fabulous day and we’re already looking forward to next year!

Revd Canon Dr Jean
Coates, Rural Officer
(Anglican) for Dorset:
‘The materials available from the
Germinate website gave me a
head-start on what I wanted to
do and say and encouraged
me to do some thinking.’

Revd Becky Stephens, The Parish of The Whitacres, Lea Marston and
Shustoke, Birmingham
‘Your Rural Mission Sunday celebration doesn’t need to be difficult to
plan: a simple get together with local or homemade food and a service
designed quickly using the material in Country Way magazine.
It’s a great opportunity to do something together without using a
traditional church Festival.’

Lesley Leon
St Mary’s Newton Valence, Diocese of
Winchester
To celebrate Rural Mission Sunday we held
a Pet Service which turned out to be an
unintentional ‘Bring-your-dog-to-church’
Service, although we did have a baby tortoise
and an African land snail too! There was lots of
conversation during the ‘meet the pets’ element
of the service and the refreshments afterwards.
In a small village most people tend to know
one another and everyone enjoyed hearing the
stories of their pets. So we gained knowledge
about animals, read some scripture, sang some
fun music, heard a brief talk about God’s love
and then hit the refreshments.
It was great fun and showed that worship isn’t
all about liturgies and ‘Sunday best’. Why not
give it a try next year; you’ve nothing to lose
and much to gain!

Revd Becky Stephens
The Parish of The Whitacres, Lea Marston and Shustoke, Diocese of Birmingham
Having just arrived as rector here, we used Rural Mission Sunday as an
opportunity to invite people to meet the new rector. We had a BBQ using local
sausages followed by homemade cakes for pudding. There was a treasure hunt
around the churchyard and a prayer station in the church, where people wrote
prayers on teapot cards. The afternoon ended with a celebratory service using
some of the recommended liturgy.
More people came than we expected, many from outside of the church community.
When it came to the start of the service many more people stayed than we hoped.
It was a wonderful celebration of local community.

Alan Ward,
Lay pastoral assistant,
St Mary’s Hermitage,
Yetminster, Diocese of Salisbury
I’m only a lay pastoral assistant but
our local group of 17 rural churches
is short of ordained ministers so I
carry on; although at 92-yearsold only God knows if I’ll be
here next year.’

Rural Mission Sunday needn’t be difficult to plan. A simple get together with local
or homemade food and a service designed quickly drawing on the materials from
Germinate. It’s a great opportunity to do something together!

Revd Doreen Sparey-Delacassa, Camelford and Week St Mary
Methodist Circuit, Cornwall
‘Rural Mission Sunday is FUN!!! It shows the joy of being a follower of
Jesus to people who see the rural church as hide-bound and boring.’

Revd David Harknett
Parish of the Upper Wreake, Diocese of Leicester
Rural Mission Sunday was a simple way to celebrate our both rural
locality and our rural church.
We gathered in a barn for our main Sunday Service. Zion House belongs
to Syd and Ant Woods and, though small, is the last remaining farm in
the village. Several people contributed to the preparations and Canon
Revd Glyn Evans, Rural Officer for the Diocese of Oxford, joined us for an
interview before bringing a message about Zacchaeus.
It was an ecumenical venture, drawing in a number of people who
don’t worship with us at other times. It was particularly nice to have all
five sense stimulated – farmyard smells and gentle breeze especially!
Worshippers and villagers were encouraged by being outside the historic
building, in a new setting while the farming brothers were encouraged
by the presence and support of local Christians and well-wishers.
Conversations were stimulated and relationships formed and deepened.
Rural Mission Sunday is a simple, effective way of concentrating on
God’s reality in a rural context. The material is a rich springboard from
which to emphasise a living, creative Christian presence.

Howard Petch,
Churchwarden
Churchwarden, St Michael
and All Angels, Cherry Burton,
Diocese of York
‘Our event [a family BBQ] was
clearly enjoyed by those attending
and will hopefully be the first
of other events aimed at
families and children.’

Susan Dutton
Local preacher, Shropshire and the
Marches Methodist Circuit
Our church at Moreton Mill is very small with
an average congregation of fifteen who travel in by car from various rural locations.
For Rural Mission Sunday we planned a mini-series on hospitality and welcome alongside a bring-and-share lunch. There was
plenty of material provided for both weeks and we found it both stimulating and encouraging.
We find mission a difficult area for various reasons and feel quite inadequate. However the material we shared on hospitality and
welcome led to a discussion on the subject of dementia.
As a result of this we have decided as a congregation to ask for Dementia Friend training (dementiafriends.org.uk). This will be
done by a trained Dementia Champion and lasts just 45 minutes. We plan to incorporate it into a service of worship and are
increasingly aware that it is mission in a wider sense.
Thank you for the impetus to begin this!

Revd Canon Dr Jean Coates, Rural Officer (Anglican) for Dorset
On Rural Mission Sunday itself I led a communion service in a Benefice in North Dorset (Stour
Vale). The Benefice has seven churches but came together in West Stour Church which was
decorated with special Rural Mission Sunday bunting (available via CPO). A fortnight later I
preached at another communion service for the Puddletown Benefice in South Dorset on a
farm in the Benefice. We decorated the barn with bunting and shared a bring-and-share lunch
afterwards. From the barn the view was magnificent – out across a valley – and the farm’s sheep
were practically grazing at my feet. I hope participation in Rural Mission Sunday made people
more aware that the rural church can celebrate its existence. So many small rural places seem
not to have thought about their challenges and opportunities, and need to be encouraged in
what they already do and challenged to try new things.

Revd Dr Andrew Tatham,
Quantock Coast Benefice,
Somerset:
‘Rural Mission Sunday confounds
those who would say rural
churches are too small and
cannot be involved in
mission.’

Revd Hermione Morris, Vyrnwy Mission Area, Diocese of St Asaph, Church in Wales
We celebrated the Eucharist at a Mission Area service where people from the congregations of the
seven churches in our rural area came together. As part of the service we officially launched our Mobile
Sacred Space/’Pop-up’ Church project which we will be taking to events during August and September.
We hope this project will help us to welcome and connect with those who aren’t yet part of our
church family or who are unable to attend regular worship for whatever reason.
We’ve valued the flexibility of Rural Mission Sunday: for the last two years we’ve
celebrated a couple of weeks after the ‘official’ date as this fits with our
pattern across the area.
Thank you for promoting, supporting and providing
resources for Rural Mission Sunday – I think it’s a
great opportunity for us to celebrate the good
things that are happening!

Did you take
part in Rural Mission
Sunday but haven’t quite got
round to sending us your feedback
yet? There’s still time!

Go to the feedback form on our website where you
can tell us about your event and even upload your photos
– go to germinate.net and search ‘RMS feedback’!

SAVE THE DATE! – Sunday 15 July 2018
Rural Mission Sunday 2018 will take place on Sunday 15 July and resources
will be available by 1 May. Get the date in your diary now and
start preparing to celebrate your rural church and community in 2018!
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Sharing Faith

Evangelism: The overflow
A former colleague of mine, the late
Revd Canon Marion Mort, said these
words at a conference called Making
Christ Known. I have never forgotten
them:
‘Mission is one and it is God’s
mission. We are invited to share
in his work of reconciliation, and
that reconciliation was achieved by
the blood of the cross. We come
therefore as Christ’s Ambassadors,
delivering the message of the King
in the language of those to whom
we are sent. It is therefore about
moving on from where we are, or
even sometimes going back to the
community from which we came.
It’s worth remembering the confused
and angry young man who called
himself Legion when Jesus asked his
name. After the Bay of Pigs incident,
the local farmers found him sitting
at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his
right mind. When Jesus is leaving he
asks to go with him but Jesus says,
“No, go back to the city and tell
them what God has done for you”.
And the wonder is that, restored and
made whole, he can go back...

Mission and evangelism flow
naturally from worship, the
overflowing of a grateful heart.’
There are a number of wonderful
insights here. Mission and evangelism
are only possible because it is God’s
love in Christ which finds us first.
The grace of God, the overflow of his
love into the world, his actions of
healing and reconciliation, his good
news for all people are what equip us
for evangelism. But what I really love
is the way Marion highlights the last
person we might think of as a chosen
evangelist of the gospel: a young man
tormented by his demons, howling
in caves surrounded only by herders
and their animals (Mark 5:1-17; Luke
8:26-39).
This young man meets Jesus and is
healed. He is commissioned to go
back and demonstrate in his own
witness, in his mind and body, living
proof of God’s love and mercy. He
understandably wants to cling to Jesus,
but accepts that rather than going
on as a disciple he must go back as
an evangelist. So Marion tells us that
evangelism comes from ‘the overflowing
of a grateful heart’. It is not about our

certainty, our purity or our ‘rightness’.
It is gratitude, the thankfulness and
thanksgiving which flows from our
Christian life and worship, which
equips us to be evangelists.

“The demons are

gone; the naked,
violent man is clothed
and at peace.”
Jesus crosses religious and cultural
boundaries and goes out to the places
where the world dumps the human
rubbish it would rather forget. Yet it
is there, in the place of suffering and
fear, that God’s love overflows and a
fantastic transformation occurs. The
demons are gone; the naked, violent
man is clothed and at peace. And,
just as the good news was announced
to simple shepherds, so it is the pig
farmers who first go to the city and
bring back people to see what has
happened. There they meet God’s love
manifested in the person they perceive
as the least likely to be able to share
faith or tell people about God. In the

w of a grateful heart
place where they abandoned and
chained him, God is working.
Too often rural Christians have told
me that they are not equipped to be
evangelists or able to explore a vocation
because they imagine God calls
outgoing, energetic people burning with
all the right words and certain faith.
Yet in the story of Legion we see God’s
love empowering the poor, the most
marginalised and the least articulate.
God’s love flows from rural to urban,
effecting transformation. God’s love and
mercy in mountain and lake creates
ripples in the metropolis, because
Jesus, a Jew, goes out of his way to
work among the ‘unclean’ places of
pigs and tombs.
And what about those farmers who
ran into the city to say what they had
seen? We should not forget how that
shook everything up. People begged
Jesus to go away and leave them alone.
Who can blame them? Yet without
those farmers, Legion would not have
been restored and sent to evangelise.
There is collateral damage – hard
sacrifice, economic loss and the reality
that equipping for evangelism comes

out of the community as it is, using
the resources that are already there.
Sometimes we can be afraid of the
work God is doing among us and the
promptings of Jesus to sacrifice for
others to tell the good news. What did
Jesus say to those farmers?

“What might have

changed because
he was restored to
them?”
Imagine the young man going back
to the bustling, prosperous, Gentilefilled city, and meeting the people
who remembered him being dragged
away screaming to be chained up and
left among the caves. What happened
when they saw for themselves the
person ‘clothed and in his right mind’
who had been given not only healing
and peace, but the ability to speak
about it. Imagine what they might have
wanted to ask him, what he might
have said to them about what God had
done? Would they have looked on him
in awe and wonder? Would they have
embraced him like the Prodigal? Would
they have driven him away in fear?

Would they have given thanks to God?
What might have changed because he
was restored to them?
I sometimes meet people who write off
small rural communities and condemn
them to life among the tombs by assuming
they have nothing much to contribute to
mission and evangelism. But, in an echo of
his announcement of the Kingdom of God
in Luke 4, here Jesus demonstrates that
his vocation is to transform the here and
now, pointing to God working outside the
‘official’ urban structures run by wealth,
privilege and religious elites. This story
illustrates what ‘release for the prisoners’
really means: a prisoner in mind and body
has been set free and the kingdom is more
visible because of it. Just one is enough. As
Marion tells us, God is at work among us
and we are all called to take our love and
worship and turn it into visible gratitude
that inspires and changes others to seek
after God.

Dr Anne Richards
National Adviser: mission theology
Mission and Public Affairs,
Church of England
anne.richards@churchofengland.org
@AnneRRichards
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Can mission be comfortable?
The call to share in God’s mission
has been a key challenge in churches
across the denominations over recent
years. National and regional initiatives
have been promoted. People have been
appointed and tasked with making
churches more missional. However, for
many small rural congregations this often
feels uncomfortable, if not threatening.
Given some appropriate support, it can
become a joy.

One size rarely fits all. The Bible reveals
that within our churches people have
diverse gifts and abilities, usually exercised
in a variety of different ways. God is not in
the business of pressing square pegs into
round holes. He knows who we are, what
our life experiences have been, what our
personalities are like and the giftings we
each have. He lovingly calls all that makes
us who we are to share in his mission in
distinct ways.

Rural Mission Solutions was established to
help rural churches develop bespoke, selfsustaining mission strategies tailored in
such a way as to fit the local church well.
Most of us obtain our clothes ‘off the peg‘
but we still want them to be the right size
and shape, something we feel happy to
wear, and that will not be embarrassing.
The same intentions should inform
the development of bespoke mission
strategies.

Since every Christian is unique and has a
distinct role within God’s mission plan, it
follows that every church will be distinct
in how it responds corporately to that call
to mission.

The first stage of obtaining a bespoke
garment involves the tailor taking
careful measurements, discussing our
preferences in style and the purpose of
the garment. Later there will be fittings
when adjustments can be made. Bespoke
mission strategies always begin in the
same way, with listening and seeking to
understand the people that make up the
church and the context in which it is set.

GERMINATE
LEADERSHIP

A lack of clarity over the differences
between mission and evangelism has
caused confusion in many churches.
‘Mission‘, the idea of being sent with a
purpose, has several aspects, of which
evangelism is one. The ‘Five Marks of
Mission’, formulated by the Anglican
Church but now widely shared across
the denominations, help to clarify the
distinction, describing mission as:
• V
 oicing the good news about God’s
love in Jesus with the intention of
encouraging others into a living
relationship with God and a life of
discipleship

• Caring for those in need
• Acting for justice
• Safeguarding the integrity of creation
• Nurturing the faith of new believers
The mission to which we are called is
not defined by self-selecting from the five
marks; it should encompass all of them.
The bespoke approach helps each church
to explore and celebrate what they are
doing well, and to identify what is missing
and offer support to enable it.
Careful and prayerful listening and a
commitment to growing in understanding
are vital. Only once this has taken place
is it possible to explore, develop and
implement a bespoke mission strategy.
Encouraging the whole church to share in
the process over time is an enriching and
inspiring experience. If all are involved
then all will understand and have a sense
of ownership of the outcomes.
Undertaken thoughtfully, intentionally and
appropriately, mission should be neither
arduous nor embarrassing. In fact it
should fit and suit very well.

Revd Barry Osborne
CEO, Rural Mission Solutions
barry@ruralmissions.org.uk
07720 322213

Significant
bursaries
are availab
le for
Methodist la
y or
ordained le
aders – em
ail
louised@ge
Helping lay and ordained leaders from all
rminate.
net for mor
denominations to develop creative, entrepreneurial
e
information
skills for rural church leadership
.
Places are still available for October 2017 programme
‘Germinate Leadership has given me more confidence about rural
ministry and the growth of the rural church.’
‘One of the best pieces of continual ministerial development I have had
a chance to do.’
‘The programme has been inspirational, a vital part of my continuing
formation and learning.’

Find out more: germinate.net/training/germinate-leadership or email info@germinate.net
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THE VILLAGE
PRAYER MISSION
Almost every day we are likely to find
ourselves asking someone how they are.
In many situations this is little more
than a polite greeting, but sometimes
the question is asked sincerely. I was
brought up to understand that ‘How do
you do?‘ was not an invitation to pour
out a list of all that is wrong in our lives.
However, between friends it can be a
genuine invitation to share personal
information. In such circumstances I
sometimes feel prompted to offer to pray
for that person; I am no longer surprised
that the offer is often well received.
Praying for those who are struggling
is one way of expressing that we
care about them. This was one of the
reasons behind a week-long Prayer
Mission held in three small villages in
Northamptonshire. There were two other
intentions: seeking to deepen the prayer
life of local Christians and encouraging
others to start a conversation with God.
The seven churches in these villages
included three Church of England
congregations, a Congregational Church,
a United Reformed Church, a Catholic
Church, and an Independent Evangelical
Church. The Prayer Mission was held
during the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity early in the New Year, which
meant careful preparation was needed.

Once the shape of the Mission had
been agreed, the first challenge was to
optimise the involvement of all local
Christians. Information about the Prayer
Mission was written up in articles
for church magazines, and in letters
distributed in the churches. The two
organisers offered to speak in each of
the churches; six took up the invitation.
Every church was asked to use prayer
as a sermon topic before and after the
week.
Every home in the villages received
a letter explaining the purpose of
the mission and what would take
place. More importantly, it gave an
invitation for people to write a prayer
request, and leave it at any one of four
collection points. Finally, villagers were
encouraged to talk to God about things
good and bad, and to know that God
cared about them.
During the mission week itself, each day
had a different local community focus.
These covered:
• schools and pre-schools
• medical and care support
• transport (the villages were close to
major road, rail and canal routes)
• those with political responsibilities
(parish, district, county, UK and
European Parliaments)

• farming communities
• friends and neighbours
• a
 nd finally the life and work of the
churches.
All were informed we would be praying
for them.
Three churches were open during
daylight hours for people to drop in.
Helpful tips on prayer, information
about the daily focus and free booklets
encouraging prayer were available. In
two churches ‘prayer pebbles‘ were
available: we suggested people held a
pebble as they prayed and then dropped
it into a bowl of water.
Prayer meetings were held in homes
each evening. Prayer request cards
and pebbles were collected at the end
of each day, taken to the meeting that
evening and shared out among those
present. While we never knew who had
dropped a pebble into the bowl, there
were some amazing prayers said as
Christians took into their hands other
people’s concerns and offered them to
God.

Revd Barry Osborne
CEO, Rural Mission Solutions
barry@ruralmissions.org.uk
07720 322213
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RESOURCE

YOUR CHURCH

PROMOTE THE

COMMON

GOOD

‘I SURVIVED A
TERROR ATTACK’
Rebekah Gregory

95 MORE THESES
How the Church
must change today
HOW CHURCHES
TACKLE LONELINESS

Beat it together

CHURCH WITH
NO OUTSIDERS

Dave Tomlinson

WHO’S TACKLING
POVERTY?

Ways to help

ELECTION

Time to
speak up

Make the most of Reform’s valuable contribution to church life by taking up this
special offer – three magazines for just £1! Each issue of Reform has a Bible study,
Christian art and inspiring stories of local church mission. We’ve also got new hymns,
poems, discussion material and so much more.
Our readers say:
“I always look forward to its lively writing and thoughtful Christian comment.
It stirs and supports our life as a Church.”
– John Proctor, United Reformed Church General Secretary.
“One of the most intelligent, relevant and helpful Christian publications around.”
– Christina Rees, Church of England General Synod member.
What’re you waiting for?! Get Reform for your church, to inspire and inform its
ministry and mission.

SPECIAL OFFER!
Especially for Country Way readers, we’re offering a Direct Debit subscription of three
issues for just £1. If you cancel your subscription before receiving the third magazine,
you’ll pay nothing more. If you continue with the subscription, you’ll be charged for
an annual subscription (currently £28 for ten issues).
To get the next three issues of Reform for just £1, visit reform.escosubs.co.uk
and enter the promotional code COUNTRYWAY before checking out.
Alternatively call 01371 851 886.

RESOURCES

SHARING FAITH

Book review:

• Messy Parables

Resources reviews including:
•
•
•
•

Christian Enquiry Agency
Talking Jesus
Messy Christmas: Angels on Escalators
Journey to Bethlehem

BOOK REVIEWS
MESSY PARABLES BY MARTIN PAYNE
Messy Parables
Martin Payne
BRF 2017
ISBN 978 0 85746 5504
For some the celebration (worship) time at Messy Church can be the most
difficult: what do we say and how do we say it? The Bible is packed with good
stories but there is an art to storytelling; those who do it well make it look easy.
Messy Parables focuses on some of the best stories in the Bible and gives hints
and ideas as to how best to use them. Each parable is helpfully unpacked
so the storyteller can get to the heart of what it is about. Readers are also
encouraged to go back to the text for themselves since no matter how well we
know a parable there is always something new to hear.
The book uses a variety of ways to tell the stories and each has an
accompanying prayer activity. This is definitely not a last-minute book, since it
requires time to think and plan how to use the materials most effectively.
Revd Elizabeth Clark
National Rural Officer for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches

RESOURCES REVIEWS
CHRISTIAN ENQUIRY AGENCY
Christianity.org.uk
Almost effortless evangelism!
How can rural churches help passers-by to find out
more about Christianity?
Up to 1000 people every day visit Christianity.org.uk.
When people visit the website and click ‘Find out more’
they can receive an individual response.
• A personal answer to a question
• Prayer for any needs
• Help to find a local church
• A free Gospel of Luke in a colourful magazine format
Christianity.org.uk is run by the Christian Enquiry
Agency and backed by Churches Together in England.
It offers answers to a range of questions such as ‘Who
is Jesus? ‘Can you prove God exists?’ ‘Why do people
suffer when they don’t deserve it?’ and many more.
Rural churches might not be staffed, but a poster outside might be read by hundreds of people who pass by. Visit our website to find out
more about how we can help you and your church share faith with those in your community.
If you would like to receive a free sample pack with invitations cards and other resources from the Christian Enquiry Agency, please send
your name, address and church contact details to peter@christianenquiryagency.org.uk. Also, you can sign up at christianenquiryagency.
org.uk/sign-up to receive six emails a year with ideas on how to use Christianity.org.uk.

TALKING JESUS
talkingjesus.org

Also:

Have you seen Talking Jesus? Fortunately, it is not some awful
doll or keepsake but an exciting and helpful report. It is the biggest
research project of its kind into Jesus, Christians and evangelism in
England.

31% of 18 to 34-year-olds
felt more positive about Jesus
after such a conversation

What do people in this nation know and believe about Jesus?
What do they really think of us, his followers? Are we talking
about Jesus enough? And when we are, are we drawing people
closer towards him, or further away?
These are just some of the questions this research project asked
and the answers are rather surprising. The aim was to help
Christians to have millions more sensitive, positive, culturallyrelevant conversations about Jesus that could be deeply effective in
sharing faith with others. This is important because:
44% of practising Christians credit their friends for introducing them
to Jesus
and
36% of practising Christians say talking to a Christian about Jesus
was important in their coming to faith.

The general population of
England describe Jesus as:
spiritual, loving and peaceful
but one in four (25%) of 18
to 34-year-olds think Jesus
was a mythical or fictional
character
Many rural Christians
are deeply involved in
rural community life and
events. The relationship,
friendships and networks of belonging provide
opportunity to talk about the Christian faith and the person, in the
right way at the right time. This research helps us understand more
about how others may already think about Jesus. Find out more at
talkingjesus.org.

A RHYTHM OF MISSION
germinate.net / hopetogether.org.uk
Rural churches are at their best when they are at the heart of their community. The
Rhythm of Mission suggests opportunities throughout the year when churches can
look to serve the community in ways which help spread the good news. This cycle
not only follows the liturgical calendar, but also the school year and the seasons. It
is intended to help you think about when might be a good point to do certain things.
Harvest, Plough Sunday and Rogation are good markers in the year for agricultural
services and an opportunity to invite special groups of people and different organisations
to participate. There are other national events such as Thy Kingdom Come or Back to
Church Sunday in which rural churches can participate. HOPE is encouraging to get
involved in work and actions to make Jesus known. What can you do? Search ‘Rhythm
of Mission’ at germinate.net and hopetogether.org.uk for ideas and more information.

SEASON OF INVITATION
A welcoming church is vital but we also
need to invite people too.
Season of Invitation began life as Back
to Church Sunday, an annual opportunity
for churches to invite people to come to
church. Now the aim is to move from one
invitational service to five: starting with
Back to Church Sunday in September,
followed by October Harvest, Remembrance
in November, Advent and Christmas.
Research has shown that people are much
more likely to come to church and keep
coming if they are invited several times.
Do search YouTube for Michael Harvey
‘Season of Invitation’ videos. These will tell
you more about this approach, why it is
important and how helpful it can be. Could
you play the three minute summary video

during a service so the regular congregation
can engage with the idea and get more
involved?

might come to church with you. Secondly,
ask them along. It’s that simple. And you’ll
be astonished at what God does.’

Michael Harvey says, ‘We are so Christian
about inviting that we do the thinking for
our friends: “Will my friends want to come
to this? No!” So we save them the bother
of saying no to a question we don’t want to
ask them.’

For the invitational services, think ‘ordinary
with a sparkle’ all age events and provide:

A key point is that success is for one
person to invite one person. How
they respond is up to God.
Archbishop Justin Welby
says, ‘First pray. Ask
God to give you
the opportunity
to suggest to
someone that they

• Name badges for the clergy
and welcome team and ensure
those leading the service
introduce themselves
• Clear and helpful instructions
from the front
• Refreshments

ANGELS ON ESCALATORS
messychurch.org.uk
Christmas is the time to celebrate God reaching out to the edges
by coming to earth as a baby. The Messy Church network keeps
reaching out to those edges too. This Christmas, after the very
successful Messy Nativity Trails of previous years, we’re inviting
Messy Churches to join in a fun venture: Angels On Escalators!
While the nativity angel costumes are out, get your Messy families
together all dressed as angels (cricket whites or other white clothes
are just fine if you don’t do robes), trek to the local shopping centre
and make a short film of you all going up and down the escalators to send to us at BRF. Have some Messy Christmas
flyers ready to give out to passers-by who ask what on earth you’re doing. Not only does this fun stunt show the fun of
Messy Church, but it also illustrates God present in the everyday local community. And as the January magazine session
is on the theme of Jacob’s dream, those short films will be a wonderful visual for that story too!
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Sharing Faith (continued)

Bearing good news starts
with being good news
Evangelism is simply the process of
sharing good news. The term ‘preevangelism‘ suggests that before the
good news about Jesus can be shared,
something else needs to happen in
order for the hearer to be receptive to
the good news we’d like to share. While
some prayerful thought and a sensitive
approach is needed when sharing our
faith, I find myself reflecting on the
account of Jesus’ encounter with a
Samaritan woman at a well in John 4,
and wondering when the evangelism
began in this story.
Jesus had sent his disciples off to
obtain food while he, being tired, sat
and rested near a well. A woman came
out of the town in the heat of the day
to draw water. Some infer that because
she came alone at an unusual time of
day, she might not have been popular
among other local women.
Jesus starts a conversation by asking
her to provide him with a drink. The
woman is surprised because she realised
he was a Jew and knew enough about
Jewish religious teaching to know that

his request ran counter to tradition.
The conversation that ensued explored
questions of spiritual satisfaction before
Jesus revealed that he knows about
this woman’s questionable lifestyle.
That in turn leads to a more religious
conversation about worship of God, with
Jesus finally revealing himself to be the
Messiah.

suggest he was committed to treating
every person he encountered as a
unique individual, personalising his
response according to who they were
and what they needed: Nicodemus,
a religious leader, needed to be
challenged; Zacchaeus, a marginalised
tax collector, needed to know he was
accepted and loved.

Such is the impact of this encounter
that the woman abandons her water
pot and goes back into the town to tell
others, with the result that many more
believe Jesus to be the Messiah. But at
which stage in the story did evangelism
begin and was what preceded merely
‘pre-evangelism‘?

Perhaps the lesson of woman at the well
is that evangelism starts by respecting
those to whom we speak, understanding
who they are and what they need. We
have a story to share with others (indeed
we cannot escape our responsibility in
this regard), but if what we say does not
come out of a life that is humble, loving
and lived with integrity, we should not
be surprised if our efforts to evangelise
are unfruitful.

I suggest the whole of this encounter
is evangelism. The approach of Jesus
is humble and affirming. There is no
arrogance; he is not judgemental. An
encounter which began with Jesus
asking the woman for help ended with
her life, and those of many others,
transformed.
The Gospel accounts of Jesus’ ministry

Bearing good news starts with being
good news.

Revd Barry Osborne
CEO, Rural Mission Solutions
barry@ruralmissions.org.uk
07720 322213
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If you want to reach out…
...

open the doors!

Jo Hibbard, Trustee of the Churches
Visitor & Tourism Association and
Director of Engagement for The
Methodist Church in Britain, explores
the value to mission and evangelism of
opening our churches to visitors:
‘Twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week, 52 weeks of the year,
church buildings proclaim “God is
in the midst”,’ asserts Canon John
Brown, Chair of Churches Visitor &
Tourism Association (CVTA). ‘Church
buildings are far more in the forefront
of mission than any congregation or
evangelist!’

Somehow, being used to the rituals and
committed to the community, we forget
how intimidating it might be to go to
church. Even the people who use our
ancillary buildings may never go in the
‘real’ church, and feel quite uncomfortable
about doing so, especially on a Sunday
when it is our ‘club house’. So my
suggestion is that to get people into your
church, you simply open the doors. ‘Only
those church buildings whose doors are
open for as much of a day as possible are
able to exercise whatever form of ministry
those who want to come in are seeking,’
adds Canon John Brown.
Any building of almost any age that is
usually locked and unavailable to the
public is likely to attract visitors if you
advertise it is open for viewing, even
if that is only for a few hours. Look
at the success of the national annual
Heritage Open Weekends in September,
which feature usually private buildings
(heritageopendays.org.uk). Registering
your church with the programme provides
free publicity and often delivers a host of
new visitors ‘ticking off’ the buildings in
their area. The National Churches Trust
has recently launched ExploreChurches,
an online resource for visitors and
churches, supporting and promoting a
beautiful collection of churches to visit. To
add yours, visit nationalchurchestrust.org/
explore-churches.
I would argue that if you want to
introduce people to Jesus, it’s a good start
to extend a welcome to his house. People

will be encouraged to visit by a range of
motivations: curiosity, an interest in family
history, art and architecture, or spiritual
searching. I know that one visitor in
personal crisis and seeking comfort arrived
at the Methodist chapel and museum
in Englesea Brook near Crewe having
followed the brown tourist signs.
Attach no conditions to your invitation
to come in (such as attendance at a
fundraising concert or service) and have
no expectations on behaviour. Just let
people come and have a look, and tell
them they are welcome. ‘Church buildings
are not required to set agendas lest
they try to answer questions which are
not being asked,’ Canon John Brown
explained to me. ’Church buildings must
be ready through what they provide by
way of resources inside, to answer the
questions those who enter are asking.’

Most church communities want to do
more than be passively open and available
to visitors in order to help facilitate
encounter with the God they experience as
present and loving. You should be ready
to answer visitors’ questions about belief,
building and denomination.
Most people today have less routine
exposure to church with many
ceremonies, particularly weddings,
held now in other venues. So do not be
surprised if visitors want to know the
stories depicted in your windows or the
reason for features such as the font or
a gallery. Be ready to listen to visitors’
concerns and try to understand some
people may be angry at ‘the Church’, but
always remember to avoid confrontational
behaviour.
A simple welcome leaflet, explaining what
Christians believe, along with service
times, can be a useful tool to support
engaging visitors in conversation, or to
leave in the church if there is no steward.
Many churches do not feel they have the
people power to be open every week, let
alone every day, and have fears (albeit
generally unfounded) about leaving the
open building unattended. If your church
is not already open regularly during the
day, you can make opening for visitors feel
less daunting by trying it for one ‘special’
weekend. If you are planning for, say, your
church’s anniversary or patronal festival,

open for visitors the day before. Hand out
invitations to your special service during
your open day – and remember to look
out for new faces on the Sunday!
Offering visitors opportunities for reflection
and prayer is key; lighting candles has
become increasingly popular (but only in
churches that have a steward) – a bowl
of water into which ‘prayer pebbles’ can
be placed may suit your circumstances
better. Provide prayer cards to help
visitors find the words to approach God,
and so that they can be taken away to
continue the conversation that has just
begun. If you leave paper for prayer
requests, remember to also advertise your
commitment to bringing those requests to
God regularly.
Particularly if your church is open without
stewarding, make sure you canvass and
are resourcing your visitors’ needs. Invite
those who enter to complete a very brief
survey: Did you find what/who you were
seeking? What pleased you (or not) about
our building? How could we have done
better to help you? If you plan to open
the church regularly perhaps consider
providing pencils with the church’s e-mail
address on to complete the questions, and
invite your visitors to take them away!
The Churches Visitor & Tourism
Association (CVTA) is the UK’s leading
body for promoting best practice in
welcoming visitors to places of worship.
You can contact me at hibbardj@
methodistchurch.org.uk or Canon John
Brown at canonjbrown@mac.com for
more information about the CVTA. The
CVTA’s conference, To Be a Pilgrim:
Welcoming pilgrims and tourists in the
21st Century, takes place in York on 13
and 14 October 2017 and is open to
church members, clergy and tourism and
heritage sector professionals. To find out
more and book, please visit cvta.org.uk/
annual-conference-agm.

Jo Hibbard
Trustee of the Churches Visitor & Tourism
Association
Director of Engagement for
The Methodist Church in Britain
hibbardj@methodistchurch.org.uk
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“If you want to introduce people to Jesus, start by
extending a welcome to his house.”
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Church – not just for
HOPE is working with churches across
the spectrum of denominations to make
Jesus known in 2018. HOPE’s dream is
a growing church, showing Jesus’ love
and telling the Jesus story at the heart
of every community. HOPE is committed
to supporting and resourcing churches to
make 2018 a year in which we see the
Church grow throughout the UK.
If we are to welcome thousands of people
into our churches, our invitation needs to
be intentional. We need to give people
opportunities to respond to Jesus and to
grow as his disciples.
Prayer is the starting point. Throughout
2017 individuals and churches have
been using HOPE’s Friday Focus
prayers to prepare for 2018 and the
year of mission (hopetogether.org.uk/

Churches and church
schools can be the hub of
community life, especially
at Christmas. But how do
we make sure that Church
is not just for Christmas?
FridayFocus). You can also launch the
year with prayer by using HOPE’s New
Year prayer ideas (hopetogether.org.uk/
NewYearPrayer).
As well as praying, HOPE encourages
churches to have something to say,
something to give and an invitation to
offer. Last Christmas churches gave away
100,000 copies of a pilot magazine

HOPE produced called Christmas HOPE.
This year a new magazine is being
published for churches to give away.
With 28 pages packed with topical
features, testimonies, competitions and
give-aways, Christmas HOPE is an ideal
gift to give together with an invitation to
Christmas services and events.
At Christmas 2016 a church in one
village of about 80 houses distributed
Christmas HOPE with details of
church services and said ‘the results
were excellent – approximately 100
at the carol service; up 25% on last
year.’ Another church with a regular
congregation of 15-27 reported that for
the two Sundays after they distributed
the magazine, attendance was 100 and
68 respectively.
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Christmas!
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One church organised a baking
competition, giving away the magazines
which featured former Great British Bake
Off star Mary Berry. They also held three
Christingle services attended by a wide
variety of people who don’t otherwise go
to church. Another church which used
Christmas HOPE said ‘the congregation
were confident in inviting people as they
had a quality magazine to offer and
to open conversations.’ Some of those
conversations were just casual, but
others asked deeper questions about the
meaning of Christmas.

“…‘people were delighted
and surprised that we had
a gift to offer rather than
asking for money.”

Where copies were delivered by a church
group carol singing door-to-door, they
said ‘people were delighted and surprised
that we had a gift to offer rather than
asking for money.’ One pub manager took
copies for their magazine corner and said
the church could come and do Christmas
carols for their customers next Christmas.
Beer and Carols events run by a local
church in a pub are a popular option,
taking church to where people are.
To help churches to rekindle the tradition
of door-to-door carols, HOPE has worked
with Bible Society, Sports Chaplaincy
UK, Integrity Music and iSingWorship to
produce a free carol booklet and easy-touse music app with words and backing
tracks for the carols. The eight-page
booklet includes ten favourite carols, an
explanation of the Christmas story and
beautiful illustrations by artist Emma
Skerratt. It can be used in intimate local
gatherings, on the streets with sing-along
flashmobs, or at large-scale community
carol services in sports stadia.
By having something to give away, we
open up the possibility of a face-to-face
conversation. Research shows that one
in five of the people we talk to about

Jesus wants to know more. So
let’s be intentional, taking every
opportunity to point people to
Jesus, our source of hope.
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Jesus. Four in 10 (41%) of
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to talk about Jesus with friends
encourages
and family members who don’t yet
churches to put faith into action,
follow him.
serving the local community. The emphasis
is always on words AND action to make
HOPE is working with the Church of
Jesus known. In some communities
England and the Evangelical Alliance to
that means providing toddler groups or
produce a short booklet for churches to
senior citizens’ clubs; other churches
use called ‘Talking Jesus – what can I
run foodbanks, winter nightshelters or a
do?’ This summarises the latest Talking
range of practical services to show Jesus’
Jesus research and helps individuals,
unconditional love.
home groups and churches to think
about how we can each make Jesus
Finally, HOPE recommends that
known. As only 1% of non-Christians
churches think ahead, so every event
knows a church leader or Christian youth
or activity includes an invitation to
worker, it is vital that every Christian
find out more. This can simply be to
is equipped to play a part in sharing
ask questions through Christianity.org.
our faith with the people we know. We
uk or to find out more at a Christianity
can’t leave evangelism to the so-called
Explored or Alpha course. By using
‘professionals’. In the New Year HOPE
the free HOPE logo on all publicity,
and the Church of England will release a
every event gains the momentum of the
set of Talking Jesus training videos which
national HOPE campaign.
churches can use to make sure everyone
Let’s pray God will use all of us this
is equipped to make Jesus known.
Christmas and next year to make Jesus
Of course, Christmas is not the only
known in our communities.
opportunity to share our faith. HOPE
encourages churches to use a rhythm
To keep receive regular updates and
of mission ) through the year (see our
ideas from HOPE 2018, sign up at
pull-out resources section for more
hopetogether.org.uk/signup.
information, building relationships with
local people through Easter, Summer
Roy Crowne
Fun Days, Harvest Suppers and even
Remembrance events. HOPE is working
Executive Director, HOPE
with partners to produce resources to
office@hopetogether.org.uk
mark the centenary of the end of the
@RoyCrowne
First World War in November 2018.
@hopetogether
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‘Tis the season…

TO MAKE CONNECTIONS
How can a handful of people from a little
‘shabby chic’ chapel in a small village
on the edge of the Cotswolds Way even
think of mission? Well I suppose the
answer is… we don’t! Call it mission
that is. What we do is try to make
connections; connections with each
other, our communities and with God.
There are various communities linked
to Upton Cheyney Chapel; those who
live in the village, folk who used to live
in the village and people who work in
the village. There are the visitors who
happen by on a visit to the farm shop
or village inn: the walkers, horse riders,
cyclists, campers and Geocachers. All of
these give the chapel an opportunity to
make connections.

support of the local farmer. Music was
provided by the local brass ensemble
and the Christmas message was shared
by interactive storytelling and Christmas
crafts. Add in soup and roll, with the
inevitable raffle and we had a thoroughly
enjoyable community Christmas event. It
has now become a fixture in the village
calendar and more residents from the
village are helping to run it. Connections
made!

“…we regularly get locals
coming to the Lent studies
who we don’t often see at
other times.”

So when we are planning our chapel
calendar we keep in mind the people we
need to connect with and try to work out
how to do it. Often this will focus around
the seasons, the special times when
people expect to have a more spiritual
focus: Christmas, Lent, Easter, holiday
time, Harvest, Remembrance Sunday,
celebrations.

At Lent we share study groups with the
local Anglican church. Perhaps it’s the
pancake lunch at our monthly coffee
afternoon, or the open fire, or the relaxed
approach, or the tea and cake; whatever
it is, we regularly get locals coming to
the Lent studies who we don’t often see
at other times.

Take Christmas: people love singing
carols but not necessarily at the chapel,
so we took the carols to the community
and had Carols in the Barn with the

Easter connections can be a challenge
when families travel away to be with
loved ones living elsewhere. One year
we tried an Easter bonnet-making coffee

morning on the Saturday with an Easter
Bonnet parade on Sunday. It seemed a
good idea until the chicken on Val’s hat
laid an egg during the first hymn! Since
then we have done egg painting instead!
Families come and join in with crafts,
getting to connect with chapel folk in the
process. Our Easter Sunday service is
family-friendly and it is always good to
see extended family visitors.
While people can meet with God at
any time and in any place, sometimes
a sacred space invokes connection.
Our chapel and grounds are set in an
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
we registered with the Quiet Garden
Movement (quietgarden.org). The whole
setting can draw a person to think
of ‘the one’ who is bigger than me,
recognising that God is present The
garden is always available for prayer and
reflection and in the summer the chapel
is open at weekends. We have also put
our chapel on the National Trail website
(nationaltrail.co.uk/cotswold-way), just
to let people now we are there and invite
them to drop in.
Being part of a farming community
means that Harvest has a particular
relevance to the village. We have family
fun on Sunday morning making the
harvest loaf for the harvest display.
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Kneading bread together gives an
opportunity to thank God for everything
we can think of that goes into the
bread: the sun and rain, farmers, lorry
drivers and even oil wells (for the fuel
for the lorries). We shape the bread into
a traditional sheaf which often contains
an abundance of mice – much more
fun to make than ears of wheat! The
harvest loaf then has to be processed to
our neighbour’s house to be baked as
the chapel has no oven. No one really
knows how it will turn out but everyone
is happy to tuck into it for our afternoon
tea after the family service!

Evangel Male Voice Choir leading the
service.
Publicity is key to making these events
a success. Our friends at St Mary’s in
the neighbouring village generously
include our events in their seasonal
door-to-door leaflets and parish
magazine. Posters are put up around
the village and we send out information
and invitations by email. We also
have a Facebook page and a website
although it is a challenge to keep them
up to date.

Meanwhile, down at the pub there is
the annual harvest auction, a fundraiser
for the Royal British Legion. Tradition
says that the landlord has to provide
the harvest loaf, buy it back at auction,
and then serve it with soup. It is a gift
he gives three times. Local lads take
great delight in bidding wars, raising the
price enough to keep the landlord poor.
This is typical of village events where
the chapel can take the opportunity to
connect with the local community.

Something we don’t need to advertise
are weddings. The village farm and
local inn both offer a lovely venue for
wedding receptions and sometimes the
couples will come to the chapel to be
married. What an amazing opportunity
to encourage a couple to connect with
God as they start out on their life
journey together, a privilege to share
the joy of their families and friends.
How lovely it is to then meet couples
occasionally in the Quiet Garden or at
afternoon tea remembering their special
day.

Our church anniversary is a lovely
opportunity to reconnect with old friends
and make new ones through our church
exchange visit programme. Old friends
come and share memories, new friends
come and make new ones.

So there it is: a handful of people doing
the best we can with what we have.
Do drop in to our little ‘shabby chic’
chapel if you are passing and make a
connection with us, our community and
God.

Remembrance Sunday is a poignant
day for many and we plan the service
with visitors in mind. Our service
starts with an act of remembrance
at the war memorial with a
representative of the Royal British
Legion. Last year we had the Bristol

Revd Meryl White
Minister (NSM): Upton Cheyney Chapel
facebook.com (search ‘Upton Cheyney
United Reformed Church’)
e-voice.org.uk/uptoncheyneychapel
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MAKING A JOURNEY TO FAITH
In his inaugural address as President of
the Methodist Conference in Southport
in 2015, Revd Steve Wild challenged
each Methodist church in Britain to aim
to bring just one person to faith in the
coming year, saying:
‘Let’s take God seriously. I want to
help us in the task of evangelism, to
put mission on the agenda and give
our churches an aim to win a person
for Christ.’
Earlier that same year Wild’s challenge
was echoed by Justin Welby, Archbishop
of Canterbury, who stated in the
inaugural Lambeth Lecture that ‘the best
decision anyone can ever make is to
become a disciple of Jesus Christ’.
So what does this dual call to evangelism
and disciple-making mean for rural
churches?
Britain’s ‘post-Christendom’ context
means that mission and evangelism are
no longer the sole preserve of those who
like ‘that sort of thing’; instead they are
integral to what it means to ‘be church’.
Journey to Faith is part of Germinate:
The Arthur Rank Centre’s provision
for churches wanting to engage with

the challenges and opportunities of
evangelism in rural contexts. The course
helps to build on the faith journey of
those we might call ‘cradle Christians’
who have always been part of the
church. It also acknowledges that Britain
can no longer be accurately described
as a ‘Christian country’, with more and
more people growing up with little or no
knowledge of the Christian faith. We may
lament such a passing, but that does not
change the reality of what we are facing.
In a rural context working with the grain
of season and cycles and the rhythms
and patterns which form the backdrop
of rural life can be an effective tool
to share the good news of Jesus with
those who don’t yet know him. Journey
to Faith offers insights into how both
well-established church festivals and
specifically rural seasons – Plough
Sunday, Rogation, Harvest – can be used
by rural churches to engage and build
relationships with their communities.
For others, recognising the unique
opportunities and challenges of their
context can be transformative; this was
certainly the case for one tiny Methodist
Chapel in Polzeath, Cornwall. The demise
of the Chapel looked imminent and

the land would certainly sell for a good
price but the faithful remnant had other
ideas. They embraced the concept of
fresh expressions of church and in 2006
Tubestation was launched (tubestation.
org). They now faithfully serve the surfing
community and the local community
with a completely refurbished building
that includes a very comfortable café and
lounge area.
We are currently reviewing and revising
Journey to Faith, retaining all that is
valuable and updating it to make it fit
for purpose, and hope that it will be
available by the end of the 2017. In the
meantime, the original version is still
available from the Germinate website
(germinate.net/mission/journey-to-faith).
It is our hope that the newly revised
Journey to Faith will honour the past,
help people engage with the present
reality and equip people to offer a real
hope for the future.

Captain Gordon Banks CA
Mission and Growth Partner Stafford
Episcopal Area Diocese of Lichfield
Committee Member of
Rural Evangelism Network
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Rural Mission

Thy Kingdom Come in Shropshire
In December 2016, Mark Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury,
called together a small ecumenical team to consider how we
might best utilize the Thy Kingdom Come prayer initiative
in Shropshire. Some of our group went to the launch of Thy
Kingdom Come in Lambeth and returned with samples of
material available which the team publicized at every available
opportunity, in particular through local Churches Together
groups.
A desire emerged to see the county saturated in prayer during
this period through a variety of events crisscrossing the county.
In particular we tried to make use of our hills as natural vantage
points from which we could proclaim God’s saving love and
grace across our communities. For those who couldn’t manage a
hill there were other opportunities to engage with Thy Kingdom
Come Shropshire. So ‘Look to the Hills’ was born.
On a glorious May evening we celebrated Ascension Day by
climbing The Wrekin, just outside Telford. About 50 of us
gathered to pray, stimulated by clear views over the whole of
the county and beyond. The next day we were on Lilleshall
Hill with its views into North Shropshire and on Saturday we
returned to The Wrekin for a family picnic and prayer with
Bishop Mark. We had Messy Church at the summit and a Land
Rover drove very close to the top for those unable to make the
climb.
In complete contrast, thick mist prevailed on the Bank Holiday
Monday as around 50 folk gathered on Caer Caradoc with
Alistair Magowan, Bishop of Ludlow, while others met to pray
in the Catholic Church in Church Stretton. We also prayed
on the Hill Fort just outside Oswestry, Clee Hill in south
east Shropshire and Nescliffe and Lyth Hill, both close to
Shrewsbury, which included another prayer picnic for families.
Creative alternatives to hill walking included a Prayer Fete in
the Rectory garden in Bridgnorth, with prayer stations and
information provided by the churches and Christian charities
active in the town. In Market Drayton a prayer trail ran

throughout the period of Thy Kingdom Come and concluded
with an open air service on Pentecost Sunday. Prayer stations
were placed around the town and in the villages. People were
encouraged to take a knitted dove as a reminder of the presence
of the Holy Spirit. In north Shropshire, Whitchurch hosted a
prayer trail, with prayer stations based around the Lord’s Prayer
in each of the churches and a route taking pray-ers along the
High Street, encouraging them to pause and pray.
The prayer walks on the hills attracted a wide range of people
from many different Christian traditions and included holidaymakers from as far afield as Cumbria and Ipswich! It was a
great encouragement to see people travel from different parts
of Shropshire to pray for their county. It was wonderful to
experience the strong sense of unity and shared purpose in all
the gatherings.
So was Shropshire saturated in prayer? We believe it was!

Revd Chris Densham
Ecumenical Mission Enabler
for Telford and Shropshire

Resources for flourishing rural
churches and communities at

germinate.net
Take a look at our wide range of
materials designed to support, inspire and help rural churches
bring transformation to their communities.

Church Life

Mission

Training

Supporting congregations:

Helping communities flourish:

• WORSHIP
a wide variety of materials for rural
worship

• Equipping for Rural Mission – a toolkit to
help you understand your local congregation
and community better

Developing leaders and church
members:

• DISCIPLESHIP
resources you can use in your church
community

• Journey to Faith – rural evangelism training
for local churches

• BUILDINGS
resources to help you maintain and
get the most out of your buildings

Plus…
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• Rural Mission Sunday – an annual event
celebrating the life of rural churches
• Germinate Enterprise – a programme
which helps rural communities thrive
through enterprise development
• Rural Isolation – a practical resource for
churches

Stay informed...
GERMINATE NEWS
Sign up to our monthly e-news for details of our
latest resources and sources of funding.

Tel: 024 7685 3060 | Email info@germinate.net

• Germinate Leadership – a personal
development programme for lay and
ordained rural leaders
• Rural Ministry Course – a three day
course for those new to rural ministry
• Germinate Groups – learning
communities for rural multi-church
groups
• Germinate conference – our biennial
day conference for all those involved
in rural mission and ministry

COUNTRY WAY
Published three times a year Country Way
magazine is packed full of real life stories,
resources and practical support for rural
congregations and clergy.
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THIS LIFE,
LIVE IT! 2017
Over the last three years the benefice
churches of St Marys Long Sutton, St
Nicholas Lutton and Christ Church
Dawsmere in the Diocese of Lincoln have
worked with the Baptist church of Long
Sutton in a co-ordinated way to focus
on spreading the Christian faith through
mission and evangelism.
Over time we have been drawn closer
together as churches through the Pilgrim
course. In addition, some twenty adults
have been confirmed and ten baptised
while our ongoing work with schools
has become more integrated into the
community; last December around 1000
children and adults met Father Christmas
in St Marys!
This focus on mission has also had a
practical impact on our churches. Christ
Church Dawsmere, a church on the
Wash, now has a toilet and kitchen area,
works closely with a new branch of the
British Legion and is one of the diocesan
centres for Quiet Days.
St Nicholas Church Lutton, built in
the 15th century, have completed the
restoration of the south aisle roof, some of

its interior walls and its bell
tower.
St Marys Church Long
Sutton is in the middle of
a three-year fundraising
project which will
result in a new parish
community room and kitchen in
the west end of the 12th century Grade
1 listed Norman building. We hope to
complete this by 2020 when we celebrate
the 850th Anniversary of the foundation
of the church by the monks of Cluny.
A lot then to be thankful for in the context
of this year’s ‘This Life, Live It’ mission
weekend!
We welcomed back international Christian
illusionist and magician Steve Price who
entertained and preached the Gospel to
over 800 adults and children in Long
Sutton and Lutton Primary Schools and
St Mary’s church hall. Our BBQ and fun
afternoon at Cinder Ash was also attracted
over 150 adults and children – thankfully
we were blessed with sunny weather.
This commitment to working in and with

our community has also seen deepening
relationships develop with local shops,
and our local football club has offered
their site as an on-going venue for
our BBQ and fun afternoon from next
summer.
We’re looking forward to continuing to
work together as a Mission Committee
and local churches to engage in effective
and evangelism in the coming years!

Fr Jonathan Sibley
Vicar, Long Sutton St Mary
longsuttonchurch.org.
jonathan.sibley3@btinternet.com
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Pioneering Community Chaplaincy

in Melton Mowbray

The Community Chaplaincy team,
pioneered and funded by Melton Mowbray
Baptist Church (MMBC) and supported
by the other local churches, can be found
in their distinctive blue hoodies around
Melton each Tuesday and Wednesday
where they encourage people to stop
them for a chat over a cup of coffee and
find out more about Christianity.
One of the regular points of contact is
Café Nero where the team meet from
10am to 12 noon each Wednesday,
providing a listening ear and spiritual
support to anyone regardless of their
spiritual or religious beliefs.
Helen Culy from MMBC heads up the
team and explains:
‘We express God’s love and concern and
by being “Church in the community”. By
doing this we aim to serve, strengthen
and encourage the local community,
building trust, understanding and
cooperation’.
On one occasion, the group wanted to
make local shoppers feel like celebrities
for the day. They handed out VIP golden
tickets which entitled the bearers to walk
on a red carpet and learn that they are a

very important person to God.

The team also give out free hugs and tell
people that God loves them. This often
leads to conversations about faith and
opportunities to pray for people.
A relatively new project, the Community
Chaplaincy is hoping in its first year
to establish a presence and routine of
ministry within the town and find ‘places
of peace’ that can be used as a base
for chaplaincy. Key to this is building
relationships with the staff and customers
at Café Nero, as well as other venues
in the town centre, in order that they
can open up and speak to them about
spiritual matters, their own faith tradition
and Christianity.
The long-term aim is for the group to
become grounded and familiar within the
local population of Melton Mowbray and
to serve the community spiritually.

Helen Culy
Melton Mowbray Baptist Church
This article was first published on
he Baptist Union website
(baptist.org.uk)

Conference 2018
SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday 13 October 2018
Sign up to our newsletter or follow us on social media for updates:

germinate.net/newsletter-sign-up
facebook.com/GerminateARC |

twitter.com/GerminateARC
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Borderlands rural chaplaincy
Borderlands Rural Chaplaincy (BRC)
is an ecumenical partnership between
the Diocese of Hereford and the
Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury
District of the Methodist Church set
up to offer pastoral care and outreach
to farmers, farming families and
agricultural communities principally
within Hereford and South Shropshire.
2016 saw substantial requests for
support from the Chaplaincy Team
with approximately 250 farming
families receiving help ranging from
a confidential listening ear, farm
and home visits, to signposting to
appropriate organisations and practical,
hands-on assistance. Pastoral contacts
reach the Chaplaincy through various
channels including the national
helpline, The Farming Community
Network (FCN), members of the
agricultural industry and Trading
Standards.
The agricultural community has
been going through an extremely
difficult time with depressed prices.
Additionally, Bovine Tuberculosis
(BvTB) remains a major issue within
the area covered by BRC, with farms
with positive reactors to BvTB tests

under significant social and economic
stress. Many problems remain with
the operation of the Basic Payment
Scheme (formerly known as the Single
Payment Scheme) which 80% of farms
within the locality rely on for financial
viability.
In response, BRC has added new
chaplains to its team, with eight
additional chaplains added to the
original team of five. Revd Jon
Chesworth and Revd Frances Biseker
from the Shropshire and Marches
Methodist Circuit are among those
newly commissioned.
Opening the service, Chaplain Nick
Read said: ‘Chaplaincy is as wide as
the people who take part in it. Our
passion is the farming community, our
motivation is the love of Jesus Christ’.
Delivering the sermon, Methodist
District Chair Revd Rachel Parkinson
explained the place of chaplains
working in the secular world and
confronted by people in need:
‘Through a spontaneous movement
of our heart we want to share with
them the goods that we have been
given by God and so we act not only

in words but with truth and with
action, recognising all the time that
when we serve our neighbour it is
Christ that we are serving.’
Increasing the number of chaplains is
a timely measure aimed at enhancing
the provision of pastoral care, growing
denominational partnerships and
developing the strategic links in the
north of the area, especially around
Shrewsbury.
Following the service Nick Read
reflected on the new cohort of
chaplains:
‘They bring their own specialist
skills and attributes to the
Chaplaincy Team. One obvious
contribution is the welcome addition
of more female chaplains. We have
been male dominated thus far and
this can be limiting when dealing
with gender-sensitive issues or
supporting farming families in the
round. At a personal level, it’s a
great feeling to belong to something
that is growing in importance,
which is ecumenical, and which
clearly demonstrates the churches’
commitment to the farming
community.’

OPEN WELCOME
A TOOLKIT FOR
RURAL CHURCHES

Open Welcome, a new resource from Germinate:
The Arthur Rank Centre, is designed to help rural churches
consider how they might use their building to offer welcome and
hospitality to those in their community.

germinate.net/mission/open-welcome
Please email louised@germinate.net
or sign up for our newsletter
(germinate.net/newsletter-sign-up)
for more information.

