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There’s PLENTY of room!

‘There was a table set out under a tree in front of the house, 
and the March Hare and the Hatter were having tea at it: a 
Dormouse was sitting between them, fast asleep […].

The table was a large one, but the three were all crowded 
together at one corner of it: `No room! No room!’ they 
cried out when they saw Alice coming. `There’s PLENTY of 
room!’ said Alice indignantly, and she sat down in a large 
arm-chair at one end of the table.’

Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland, Lewis Carroll

This edition of Country Way and our Rural Mission Sunday 
initiative share the timely and challenging theme of 
hospitality and welcome. Elizabeth Clark, National Rural 
Officer for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches, is 
the creative force behind Rural Mission Sunday and points 
out that hospitality is a theme which runs throughout the 
Bible.

In this edition of Country Way we wanted to celebrate 
churches who are finding creative and innovative ways of 
extending a welcome to those we don’t always associate 
with rural life. So in our Rural Mission section you’ll find 
stories of a church working with their local prison, a care 
farm welcoming children from an inner city school, a 
residential community of young adults seeking to serve the 
community in which they live and a project offering refugees 
space to begin to recover from the trauma of fleeing their 
homes. 

As we reflect on the theme of hospitality and welcome, 
Elizabeth explores a biblical perspective, Anne Richards 
helps us consider how the welcome we extend in our 
churches might be perceived by those on the receiving end, 

and Simon Jones reflects on 
his experience of extending 
and receiving hospitality in 
Calais’ Jungle refugee camp. 

In fact, we have so much 
material that we have a 
number of supplementary 
articles and stories that 
are only available on 
our website – go to 
germinate.net/country-way-
issue-75.

As expressions of hospitality go I suspect the example of 
the Mad Hatter, March Hare and Dormouse isn’t one we’d 
encourage our churches to follow! We can understand – 
and I suspect more than a few of us can empathise with 
– Alice’s indignation at being excluded from the table; the 
greater challenge is to ask ourselves whether we have ever 
been guilty of responding to newcomers like her hosts. 

Rural Mission Sunday and this edition of Country Way offer 
us the opportunity to reflect on the hospitality we hold out. 
Elizabeth reminds us: 

‘As we offer a welcome to all without fear or favour we 
will find that we look into the face of Jesus: the lonely 
Jesus, the rejected Jesus, the despised Jesus. And these 
encounters will transform us each time they happen.’

Louise Davis
Projects and Communications Officer 

louised@germinate.net

There’s PLENTY of room
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 COMPUTERS  
 FOR RURAL PEOPLE 

For more information  
contact: John Bennett on 024 7685 3066 
johnb@germinate.net Search our website for more information: germinate.net

Need a low cost, reliable laptop or desktop?
The Computers for Rural People scheme can help.

We provide refurbished desktops or laptops, pre-loaded with Microsoft Windows 7 or 10 
and Office 2010. We deliver to your door, ready-to-go with three months warranty. 

Prices from as little as £140  
(including delivery, warranty and £20 donation to  

Germinate:The Arthur Rank Centre).



Enterprising approach to mission
We’re thrilled that Germinate Enterprise 
has been awarded Cinnamon Recognised 
Project status. This means it sits 
alongside other national social action 
projects such as CAP (Christians Against 
Poverty) and that £2,000 grants are 
available in some areas (see www.
cinnamonnetwork.co.uk/ 
micro-grants for more information).

Any church can use the six session 
programme to bless both church goers 
and the broader local community. A 1½ 

minute video at germinate.net/enterprise 
gives an overview of what it’s all about 
and the big vision for the future. Do 
you know someone with an interest in 
small business who might facilitate a 
programme? It’s fun and fulfilling and we 
can provide free facilitator training.

Setting up a small business or social 
enterprise can be lonely. That’s why we 
have a full set of materials for churches 
to set up a Beer Mat Mentoring group. 
The idea is to meet up once a month in 

a pub and ask someone to introduce a 
topic (using our hand-outs if they wish). 
Then ask if anyone has any particular 
issues or problems and encourage the 
group to offer advice. It’s low resource, 
with little preparation or cost, and no 
need to book a venue. The intention is to 
be a follow up to Germinate Enterprise 
but you could start a group and run the 
programme later. 

A facilitator guide and all materials are 
on our website.
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Brexit and the  
Rural Future:
Implications for  
churches and 
communities 
Brexit and the Rural Future, an opportunity to 
focus on the need to work for ‘the common good’, took place 
on Thursday 30 March at Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre.

Speakers included Anne Richards (National Advisor for Mission 
Theology for the Church of England), Rob Cunningham (RSPB 
Principal Officer for Land Use Policy), Jessica Sellick and Ivan 
Annibal (Rose Regeneration) and Minette Batters (NFU Deputy 
President).

Having addressed many of the practical implications of Brexit, the 
conference concluded with a commitment to look for common 
ground, explore the disconnect between producers and consumers 
and address complex issues around loving your neighbour when 
you don’t feel you can. There was a recognition of the need 
to adopt ways of speaking which unite rather than divide by 
encouraging people to flourish as groups as well as individuals.

Each delegate left with a list of further resources and a 
challenge to take a step towards achieving the common good.

The day was planned and organised by a group of Diocesan 
Rural Officers from the Midlands in partnership with 
Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre and the National Rural 
Officers.

To access resources from the day, go to germinate.net and 
search ‘Brexit conference’. 

Barbara Clutton
Diocese of Coventry Rural Officer
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Affordable credit in rural areas  
If your car or washing machine breaks down and you have no savings, you could be forced into borrowing 
money, perhaps at a very high rate of interest. Credit Unions can be an answer, but they are not 
available everywhere and often getting a high cost loan over the internet is easier. 

That’s why Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre teamed up with Plunkett Foundation, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s Task Group on responsible credit and savings, the Association of British Credit 
Unions (ABCUL) and Toynbee Hall, to find a way to tackle rural poverty through improved access 
to fair finance and through better financial education.

We had thought that one solution would be the provision of low cost physical access points 
to credit unions, through volunteer-run services through rural churches, community shops 
or other community groups. But our research found that few use these services where 
they have been tried and Credit Unions only provide one part of the needed spectrum of 
financial provision.

However, we were impressed with a social enterprise called Sheffield Money which 
points users to the best sources of loans or help in different circumstances. We are 
now working with them and seeking funding to develop UK-wide internet-based 
access to credit in rural areas.

We identified a particular need for rural parents and we are piloting an approach 
for this group through church and communities parent and baby groups.

A summary report and a set of downloadable advice sheets will be available 
at germinate.net. We are grateful for the support of Comic Relief and our 
own generous donors who enabled this to happen.

JOIN US IN NEW ZEALAND! 
The International Rural Churches Association (IRCA), established by the Arthur 
Rank Centre and others in the 1990s, is holding its 6th quadrennial conference in 
Lincoln, near Christchurch, New Zealand, 15-21 April 2018. Full details and booking 
information are now live at irca.online. 

The event aims to inspire, encourage and equip lay and ordained rural church leaders 
from across the globe, as they explore the challenges and opportunities facing rural 
mission and ministry. 

With a learning community approach at its core, groups from countries and regions will 
consider together ‘What is?’, ‘What could be?’ and ‘What will be?’ for their rural church 
context. Key note addresses will cover two common challenges: collaborative ministry 
and reconciling communities. Participants will share stories and worship traditions 
from different regions of the world and a variety of visits and experiences have been 
arranged. Delegates will leave with action steps for their area, a set of resources for 
mission and poverty reduction, new friends and a network offering ongoing support. 

Can you join us? And could you forward the link above to rural church leaders in other countries who might be interested?



The last edition of Country Way  
included an extensive survey in which 
readers were encouraged to tell us 
about great examples of rural mission 
and ministry. Here’s a sample of the 
responses we received…

•   Our Trash and Treasures initiative 
recycled unwanted items and raised 
as much as £10,000 in a weekend 
for the church and charities!

•   Soupa Lunch: once a month, soup, 
sandwich and pudding for the elderly 
and anyone else who wants to come. 

•   Open The Book is becoming 
a popular part of the church’s 
involvement in schools. 

•   Our lambing service, held on a farm, 
has grown from 50 to 130 in ten years. 

•   In a ‘dying’ church I resurrected the 
harvest supper; after two years we no 
longer have sufficient room!

•   Having a water supply, toilets and 
kitchen facilities installed in an 
isolated rural church has enabled 
greater use of the building for worship 
as well as hosting around twelve 
weddings a year. The kitchen is also 
open daily for use by visitors and 
walkers.

•   Our annual holiday week for 6-14s 
has been running for over thirty years 
in our benefice of ten parishes. 

•   Our Messy Church is in its fourth year and 
draws in many unchurched families. 

•   We have a community allotment, 
run by our part-time church liaison 
worker, which welcomes those with 
learning difficulties, those excluded 
from school, and those referred by 
care agencies.

•   Two churches in our group have 
recently opened their doors to do 
nothing more sophisticated than to 
offer a warm welcome to people by 
giving away tea and cake. The uptake 
has been spectacular.

Do you have a good news story you’d 
like to tell us? Go to germinate.net/good-
news-stories and complete the simple 
form; we might include your contribution 
in the next issue of Country Way!
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Rural Ministry Round-up

Friendship, Food and Faith at 
Rochford Village Hall 
Friendship, Food and Faith runs 
over six weeks and takes the form 
of a meal followed by conversation 
around one of the themes of the 
Emmaus course (chpublishing.co.uk, 
search ‘Emmaus’). At the end of 
each evening the Emmaus handout 
is available to participants so they 
can see what we would have done if 
we’d followed the course ‘properly’. 
Most pick up the handouts and 
some even look at them between 

sessions! We run it annually and it’s 
been significant in people growing 
in faith. Responses vary, from ‘After 
49 years, something has clicked’ 
to ‘I’ve had a wonderful time and 
enjoyed the food and the company, 
but I still don’t believe’.

Robert Barlow 
Priest-in-Charge, Teme Valley 
South, Diocese of Worcester

What do you do when you worship in a church which has the reputation as one of 
the coldest in the Diocese? St Mary’s Hemingbrough is a 12th century stone church of 
grand proportions. Originally built as a collegiate church with 16 priestly monks, it still 
serves as the parish church for the villages of Cliffe, Hemingbrough and South Duffield, 
east of Selby in North Yorkshire.   

A legacy helped us to supplement the heating, raising the maximum winter temperature 
from 8˚ to 10˚C. Then we had a bright idea: create a tent around the choir! For a 
relatively low cost we are able to put curtains round the congregation. These cut down 
the draughts and help us to get to 12˚C: we think that that is positively balmy!

Francis Loftus
Priest-in-Charge, St Mary’s Hemingbrough

Building a tent at  
St Mary’s Hemingbrough

Rural churches across the UK are developing creative and innovative ways of engaging 
with their communities. Here are some stories we’ve heard over the last few months…
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Rural Ministry Course
…for those new to rural ministry

 7–9 November 2017
King’s Park, Northampton

An ecumenical course designed for clergy and lay workers who have not worked in a rural area before 
covering rural context, worship, community engagement, mission and evangelism

For more information and to book a place go to germinate.net and search ‘Rural Ministry Course’

Queen’s 90th 
birthday and 
Christmas in Hernes
Last year our village marked the Queen’s 90th 
birthday by lighting a beacon. The pub provided 
a marquee in which they served bangers and 
burgers and the evening finished with a simple 
firework display. This event generated more 
interest in our regular programme of annual 
events as well as new initiatives.

At the beginning of November we had a bring-
your-own lunch followed by the opportunity to 
make pomanders to help decorate our small 
church for Christmas. It was a great success 
and we’ve been asked to repeat the event this 
year.

This spring we’ve taken part in the Great British 
Spring Clean (greatbritishspringclean.org.uk) in 
March and a dog walk on St. George’s Day in 
April. 

Gillian Ovey
Farming Community Network & Diocesan Rural 
Officer – Henley Deanery, Diocesan Rural Team

Many churches have found food a great tool for 
welcoming people! Explore our Rural Mission 
Sunday resources for ways in which you 
could use food to connect with those in your 
community  
(germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday-2017)

 Café Church at St  
 Bartholomew’s Church,  
 Church Minshull 
In September 2015 we started a Café Church service to replace our 
Evensong which had declining attendance, launching 
with an open Sunday at which we served coffee and 
cake to 35 people. We now have a team of four 
who put together a monthly service that has 
grown in strength. 

At our last service we talked about 
building walls and discussed 
how we could reach out to 
our community rather than 
isolating ourselves. One of 
the suggestions was to print 
good news in our magazine 
and on our church and village 
websites. 

John Headon
Churchwarden and 
Café Church Team 
Member



The concept of hospitality has changed 
down the centuries. For most of us 
today it conjures up shared meals with 
friends or the ‘hospitality industry’, 
hotels and restaurants – places where 
people ‘buy hospitality’. This latter 
picture is perhaps as far as you can 
get from the original meaning of 
hospitality. Hospitality is about our 
relationship with God and calls us 
to welcome and care for ‘those who 
are strangers, enemies, or distressed, 
without regard for reciprocation’ 
(Sutherland, 2006, xiii).

Hospitality is a theme which runs 
through the Bible. In the Old Testament, 
the law and the prophets challenge 
us to consider hospitality in its widest 
sense as care for the orphan, the widow 
and the alien, the most vulnerable in 
society, ‘strangers and the distressed’. 
Strangers are to be at the heart of 
religious festivals (Deuteronomy 16:9-
12), and the widow and the alien 
are to have their share of the harvest 
(Deuteronomy 24:19-21). The people of 
Israel are constantly reminded of their 
own history as strangers and exiles in 
the land of Egypt who were rescued by 
God.

Hospitality is key to the way Jesus 
lived. He is often shown sharing food 
with those considered outsiders by the 
respectable religious people of the day 
and he is unambiguous about offering 
hospitality without strings:

‘But when you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and 
the blind. And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.’ (Luke 14:12-14)

He pushes the boundaries even further 
in the parable of the Good Samaritan: 

in answer to the question, ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’ Jesus responds, ‘Everyone’.

Perhaps one of the most challenging 
passages around hospitality is found 
in Matthew 25:31-40, where people 
are judged because of what they did 
or did not do for others. The key 
phrase seems to be ‘When did we see 
you?’ The implication is that if they 
had known it was Jesus they would 
have treated the person differently. 
How we see people is crucial to the 
way we treat them.

Hospitality is central to the early church 
community in Acts who would ‘sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need’ 
(Acts 2:45). Paul, who himself 
depended on the kindness of strangers, 
encouraged the early church to extend 
hospitality to those who needed it 
(Romans 12:13). 

However, our actions don’t have to 
be as radical as the Acts model to be 
effective. A church in North Yorkshire 
began a craft group, somewhere people 
could come to chat over coffee while 
knitting or sewing. A newcomer who 
had moved into the community to 
access sheltered housing joined the 
group and soon became a regular. After 
about six months they arrived at the 
group with a birthday cake to share and 
told them, ‘You’ve saved my life’. When 
they had felt lonely and a stranger, 
coffee, conversation and relaxing 
together had made a real difference. 
In another village, a newly bereaved 
man was able to come and share in 
the Christmas lunch knowing his tears 
would be understood and there would 
be friends to talk to.

Sometimes as churches we can be 
almost embarrassed about the coffee 

mornings and lunch clubs we hold as 
if they are somehow not important. 
However, an increase in loneliness and 
isolation means a place where people 
feel truly welcome with space to talk 
over good quality refreshments can be a 
lifeline. We need to claim these events 
as spaces of true hospitality, where 
everyone is welcome and which focus 
on the needs of the guests rather than 
the convenience of the hosts. It requires 
us to seek out those who really need 
hospitality, rather than just catering for 
people like us.

Given our society’s increasingly toxic 
narrative around strangers, the challenge 
of hospitality and welcome seems 
particularly relevant at the moment. 
Anyone perceived as different because 
of their skin colour or language can be 
cast as ‘other’, to be feared or bullied. 
If we allow strangers to be seen as ‘not 
like us’, then we run the risk that we 
will not treat them properly. Challenging 
both stereotyping and scapegoating is an 
important part of what it means to offer 
hospitality and welcome. It may not 
always make us popular but if we are to 
take hospitality seriously Jesus reminds 
us that we cannot pick and choose who 
to welcome.

As we offer a welcome to all without 
fear or favour we will find that we look 
into the face of Jesus: the lonely Jesus, 
the rejected Jesus, the despised Jesus. 
And these encounters will transform us 
each time they happen.

Revd Elizabeth Clark 

National Rural Officer for the Methodist 
and United Reformed Churches 
elizabethc@germinate.net 
@ElizabethNatRO

Everybody Welcome!
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Welcome and Hospitality
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Mystery Worshippers and  a Ministry of Welcome
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The Ship of Fools website (ship-of-
fools.com) has an interesting section 
entitled ‘Mystery Worshipper’. The 
premise: a brave soul ventures into a 
service at a church they have never 
visited before and reports on what 
it is like. The anonymous mystery 
worshippers have to answer questions 
about if and how they were welcomed 
to the service as a newcomer, what 
the experience of attending church 
was like, what happened afterwards 
and, crucially, whether they would 
consider going back again! All kinds 
of churches are reviewed from many 
different denominations with a huge 
range of styles of worship and size of 
congregation.

I find these little reviews remarkably 
telling. One person recently reported 
feeling like ‘the invisible man’ and in 
answer to the question ‘Did the service 
make you feel glad to be a Christian?’ 
the answer was, ‘Well, perhaps, but an 
extremely lonely one!’ 

Many of the reviews note the only 
welcome is a quick greeting from the 
person giving out the hymn books or 
service sheets. More worryingly, a recent 
reviewer actually felt bullied, and said 
that his lasting memory would be of 

‘the pushy members of the congregation 
trying to get me to sign things and buy 
things from them’!

What I find most interesting about 
Mystery Worshipper is that it gives us an 
insight into something many of us have 
either forgotten or never experienced – 
what it feels like to attend church if you 
have never been before. I always think 
about that in churches I go to: what is 
the experience like for the family and 
friends of the baptised person or the 
happy married couple, for 

the friends and neighbours of the person 
being laid to rest, for the person who 
has just wandered into the Christmas 
Eve midnight service a bit the worse for 
wear?

We rarely get to find out because, unlike 
the Mystery Worshippers, they leave no 
record of their feelings or experiences, 
no scorecard, no reflection, and, unless 
they return to us, no inkling of what God 
may have done with their visit. Mystery 
Worshippers are asked ‘what will you 
remember about all this in seven days’ 
time?’ I often wish I could ask visitors 
the same thing! 

Initiatives like Rural Mission Sunday 
help us to remember the importance 
of a ministry of welcome. People ‘like 
us’ are often more easily greeted and 
assimilated, but people who don’t quite 
fit can end up ‘invisible’ and ‘lonely’ 
even in the midst of a congregation 
that would describe itself as warm and 
friendly. 

Jesus, of course, is always on the side 
of the invisible and the lonely, and has 
some challenging words to say to us 
about it:

‘For if you love those who love you, 
what reward do you have? Do not 
even the tax collectors do the same? 
And if you greet only your own people, 
what more are you doing than others? 
Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same?’ (Matthew 5:46-48)

“Did the service make 
you feel glad to be a 

Christian?” …  

“Well, perhaps, but an 
extremely lonely one!”
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With these words, Jesus puts  
his finger on an uncomfortable fact 
of human nature: we tend to invest 
our time and attention in the people 
who are like us, with whom we feel 
most at home. It is important to us as 
human beings that we place ourselves 
where we feel happiest, among friends 
perhaps, the loved-ones in our 
families, our chosen social groups, 
our familiar congregations. 

But Jesus offers a challenge: ‘What 
more are you doing than others?’ To 
offer good news and to demonstrate 
God’s kingdom reality, disciples of 
Jesus must do more, stepping out into 
the places we would rather not go and 
offering welcome and love to people 
we would rather not meet. This can 
lead to reconciliation across all kinds 
of social divides, the creation of a new 
kind of community in which healing 
and restoration can happen, and the 
demonstration of something distinctive 
about being a holy people which does 
these things even though we would 
rather stay in our comfortable places 
and little cliques. Jesus does it all the 
time: eating with sinners, pursuing the 
outcast and restoring them, snatching 
the hated and condemned from the 
brink of death. All these are invited into 
the arena of God’s saving love.

It’s easy to say that we will do as 
Jesus did and offer welcome to all, 
so that every Mystery Worshipper 
would feel welcomed, helped and 
included, without being overwhelmed 
or bludgeoned. And often we do a lot 
of work on that, making sure there 
are welcomers for newcomers in our 
churches, working on our sensitive 
inclusion of people of other faiths 
or none, learning how to be more 

hospitable. 
However, 
what Ship of 
Fools has taught me 
is that while we do a lot 
of work on developing our ministry of 
welcome, and sometimes congratulate 
ourselves on how well we are doing it, 
we often forget to check what impact 
we are actually having on those we are 
seeking to include. 

How does a person know that they 
are welcome within your church, your 
home, your school, your community? 
How do you feel a ‘welcome’ anyway? 
What has to happen before you can 
feel that this is a place you would like 
to return to? What happens when that 
feeling disappears? I am sometimes 
contacted by Christians who have been 
part of a church for many years, who 
have decided to leave, because they 
have come to feel that they are no 
longer welcome. So it’s not just about 

people outside the church or people 
coming to church for the first time, 
it can be a gradual ‘unwelcoming’ of 
people who get quietly, but inexorably, 
edged out.

In one church I met a very friendly 
welcomer who’d stood by the door 
throughout the service. I asked her who 
in the church might feel the most left 
out. She smiled sadly and said, ‘I think 
that would be me.’ 

Dr Anne Richards 
National Adviser: mission theology 
Mission and Public Affairs,  
Church of England 
anne.richards@churchofengland.org 
@AnneRRichards

“How does a person  
know that they are 

welcome within your 
church, your home, 

your school, your 
community?”



When I was in prison
Chaz was on the run from prison and 
went to visit his ex-girlfriend who told 
him she had become a Christian. He 
writes: 

‘She told me that God loved me and 
could change my life if I would ask 
him in to my heart. She told me that 
God wanted to forgive my past and 
this is why Jesus died on the cross. 
That night I thought about what she 
had said. I was sick of my life and 
wanted to change, but knew I couldn’t 
do it on my own. The next day I 
handed myself in at the police station 
and they took me to Lincoln prison. 
When I arrived, I put my name down 
for chapel. The next day I went to 
chapel and gave my life to Jesus.

‘That was five years ago. Now I help 
bring hope, love, and restoration into 
broken lives working for Lighthouse 
as senior support worker. God has 
blessed me with a great evangelist 
mentor, which has opened the doors 
for me to share my story to others in 
prison, telling them of the good news 
of Jesus and what he can do in their 
lives. God truly restores the years the 
locusts have eaten.’

Chaz’s story is just one of 40 included 

in a new book being compiled for Prison 
Hope as part of a two-year project to 
link churches with their local prison.

When Jesus tells the story of the sheep 
and the goats recorded in Matthew 25, 
he makes it clear that prison visiting 
is on his agenda for the church. But 
few churches know how to link with a 
local prison. Many prisons are in rural 
locations, so partnership with rural 
churches is vital. Prison ministry is a 
mission opportunity, but what’s involved 
and what difference can churches make?

The aim of Prison Hope is that by the 
end of 2018 many more churches will 
be supporting and praying for their local 
prison, and many more volunteers will 
be involved with organisations doing 
great work in prisons and beyond. 

Most volunteers get involved with 
prisons on the outside and might never 
actually visit a prison. Gaining the 
security clearance to volunteer inside 
prison usually takes many months. 
But there are many opportunities to 
support prisoners, ex-prisoners and their 
families.

Three steps to link with Prison Hope 

•    Start praying regularly for prisons, 
prisoners, people leaving prison, 

people who are impacted by a family 
member in prison and for those who 
work in prison

•    Sign up at prisonhope.org.uk to 
receive regular updates about Prison 
Hope or to find out how you can get 
involved

•    If you already have contact with  
your local prison, pass on your  
ideas on what works best via  
the Prison Hope website 
(prisonhope.org.uk)

Prison Hope is a partnership between 
denominations, prison chaplains and 
organisations involved with prisoners, 
former prisoners and their families. 
It has the backing of church leaders, 
ministries and is part of HOPE’s big 
mission year in 2018.

Roy Crowne
Executive Director, HOPE 
office@hopetogether.org.uk 
@RoyCrowne 
@hopetogether

Turn to the Rural Mission section 
to read one church’s story of the 
transformational relationship they’re 
developing with their local prison…
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Sunday 16 July 

SundAy 2017
RuRAl MiSSion 

Everybody Welcome!



Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the life 
of the rural church. We know that rural Christians can and do 
make a real difference to their communities. However, that is 
not always how it feels; we can often feel overshadowed by 
larger urban and suburban churches. So it’s important to stop, 
reflect on what we do and give thanks.

We chose this year’s theme of hospitality and welcome long 
before the seismic national and international events of the 
last year unfolded but it now seems particularly pertinent. 
Rural churches usually are hospitable and welcoming but 
this material will nudge you to really think about what being 
welcoming means for your community.

While Rural Mission Sunday itself takes place on 16 July, you 
can use this material at any time and in the way that’s most 
appropriate to your church and community. The material in 
this booklet is supplemented by the Rural Mission Sunday 
section of our website (germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday) 
and you should feel completely free to use as much or as little 
of it as you’d like!

This booklet includes:  
•	 What	is	Christian	hospitality?
  An overview of some key themes and Bible passages that 

have shaped the Christian understanding of hospitality 
and welcome – you may choose to draw on these for the 
teaching element of your service on Rural Mission Sunday  

•	 Practical	expressions	of	radical	hospitality	
  Some ideas of ways in which your church could extend 

hospitality and welcome to those in your community

•	 Shaping	your	church	service
  A service outline plus songs and prayers suggestions – 

build a Rural Mission Sunday service that works for your 
community

 TEll uS youR SToRiES! 
We’d love to hear about what you did to mark Rural 
Mission Sunday! The diversity of rural churches and 
their communities means that there’s a huge amount of 
creativity around and we like nothing more than sharing 
stories of the amazing and creative ways in which the 
rural church is being celebrated. 

The easiest way to share your feedback is to go to 
germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday and follow the links 
to our feedback form and tell us what you got up to. 
Alternatively, you can email rms@germinate.net or even 
send us a letter!

 Could you hElp uS EnAblE  
 oThERS To MAkE  
 EvERybody WElCoME? 

We’d be really grateful if you would consider using 
Rural Mission Sunday as an opportunity to financially 
support the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 
by taking up an offering during your service on Sunday 
16 July. We’re entirely funded by our supporters so it’s 
the generosity of local churches and others that enables 
us to continue to find imaginative and creative ways of 
supporting local churches and their communities. 

You can send your contribution electronically  
via our website (germinate.net/donate) or by cheque, 
made payable to The	Arthur	Rank	Centre.  
For more information, please contact Louise Davis  
(louised@germinate.net, 024 7685 3060).

 RuRAl MiSSion SundAy 2017  
 EvERybody WElCoME! 

Suggestions for further reading
Craddock, FB: Luke (1990) • Pohl, CD: Making Room (1999) • Sutherland, A: I Was A Stranger (2006)  

 SundAy 16 July 2017 



 EvERybody WElCoME! 
 WhAT iS ChRiSTiAn hoSpiTAliTy? 
The term hospitality has become 
domesticated over the years. For most 
of us it conjures up a picture of inviting 
family and friends for a meal. However, 
the Christian practice of hospitality 
has much more radical roots. Arthur 
Sutherland puts it this way:

In the light of Jesus’ life, death, 
resurrection, and return, Christian  
hospitality is the intentional, 

responsible, and caring act of 
welcoming or visiting, in either public 
or private places, those who are 
strangers, enemies, or distressed, 
without regard for reciprocation.

This challenging and far reaching 
definition is a long way from a dinner 
party for friends! It reminds us that in 
offering hospitality we seek to be like 
Christ. 

We can’t hope to fully unpack what 
this will mean in one service so we’ve 
chosen three dimensions to focus on: 

Christian hospitality…
…enables us to meet with God
…should have no limits
…challenges us to see people through 
God’s eyes

 ChRiSTiAn hoSpiTAliTy EnAblES uS To MEET WiTh God 
Genesis 18:1-15: Abraham, Sarah and three strangers 

This story about Abraham and Sarah meeting God is complex to say the least. We are told in verse one that the Lord 
appeared to Abraham. We then go on to read of Abraham and Sarah offering hospitality to three strangers and being 
given some life changing news. But at the heart of this complex story is hospitality given and received, which results in 
an encounter with God. For those who like pictures, the famous Rublev Icon (www.wellsprings.org.uk/rublevs_icon/trinity) 
may convey the depth of this encounter in ways that words cannot.  

Luke 24:13-31: The disciples on the road to Emmaus

This account of the disciples on the road to Emmaus is rich with meaning and inspiration. As the disciples invite the 
stranger in and share a meal with him they recognise the risen Christ. The encounter begins as they walk together but 
moves to a deeper revelation as they offer hospitality. Luke’s use of language to describe Christ’s actions with the bread – 
he took, blessed, broke and gave – have deliberate echoes of the last supper and of the communion service. What began 
as a seemingly chance encounter on a journey home becomes something much deeper as they share food. However, it 
began with ‘an act of hospitality, an invitation to a stranger by those who prepared the table.’ (Craddock 1990, p286)

 ChRiSTiAn hoSpiTAliTy Should hAvE no liMiTS 
Luke 14:12-14: Jesus eats  
with Pharisees 

Having been invited to meet and 
eat with a group of Pharisees, Jesus 
explains that true hospitality isn’t 
about inviting people who can repay 
us or about securing an advantage for 
ourselves. Jesus is clear we should 
invite those who have the greatest need 
regardless of who they are. This is not 
about providing for the needs of the 
poor but meeting them as equals over 
shared food. This is a radical change, 
both in our understanding of hospitality 
and in the way, we see others.

Luke 10:25-37: The parable of the 
Good Samaritan

The story of the Good Samaritan 
pushes the boundaries around the idea 
of neighbour. It is perhaps hard for 
us to realise how radical this story is, 
when the hated outsider stops to do 
something the righteous God-fearers 
won’t or can’t. For Luke, this story 
becomes an example of ‘acting in love 
which is without preference or partiality 
and which expects nothing in return.’ 
(Craddock, 1990, p151)

Luke 19:1-10 Jesus and Zaccheus 

The story of Zaccheus is the basis 
for the children’s material which is 
available as a separate document from 
our website. In it we see Zacchaeus, a 
failed ‘son of Abraham’, returned to his 
rightful place as he offers hospitality to 
Jesus and is transformed.
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 ChRiSTiAn hoSpiTAliTy ChAllEnGES uS To SEE pEoplE  
 ThRouGh God’S EyES 
Matthew 25: 31-40: The parable of the sheep and the goats 

This parable of the sheep and the goats is a story of 
judgement. The criteria for making the judgement are what 
people have or have not done for those in need. There 
has been much debate over who the sheep and the goats 
represent in this parable. We would suggest that what is 
important is the challenge to care for others regardless of who 
they are. Jesus is consistent in reminding us that love and 
care shouldn’t be limited to ‘people like us’. 

Those who are being judged respond in surprise with the 
phrase, ‘when did we see you?’ The key to providing authentic 
hospitality is to see Christ in those to whom we offer that 
hospitality and from whom we receive it.  We are to see them 
as our sisters and brothers. Anything less risks reducing those 
we help to objects of pity for whom we provide care rather 
than hospitality. Hospitality is two way: we learn and receive 
as well as give.

We	SuggeST	ThAT	you	ConSideR	uSing	one	of	TheSe	PASSAgeS	AS	The	bASiS	foR	youR	SeRmon	oR	
TeAChing	SloT	on	RuRAl	miSSion	SundAy.	

 EvERybody WElCoME! 

 pRACTiCAl ExpRESSionS oF  
 RAdiCAl hoSpiTAliTy 

 hoST A CoMMuniTy EvEnT 

What?
What sort of community event might attract people in your 
area? Could it be an afternoon tea or a barbeque or other 
social event? What works in one place won’t necessarily work 
in another so make sure you choose something that will suit 
your community. 

When?
We’d encourage you to hold your event the same weekend as 
Rural Mission Sunday but you don’t have to! Make sure you 
hold your event at a time when the greatest number of people 
are able to come.

Who?
The important thing is to be as inclusive as possible so think 
about how you can welcome those who don’t usually come to 
church events. You might want to consider sending personal 
invitations to people. You may need to provide transport 
for some in your community. Make sure you publicise it in 
different ways from posters to social media. 

    Cost? 
Ideally the event would be free but if you need to 
charge then please make it clear in your advertising 
and invitations so people are not worried about the 
cost. We would encourage you to consider paying 
for an event like this out of your church’s mission or 
outreach budget. 

Alternatively, many Church of England dioceses have 
small grant funds which support churches who want 
to engage in local mission and other denominations 
may well have similar schemes; a quick Google search 
should provide some local leads to pursue! 

There are some grant-making bodies who provide small 
grants for events such as these; visit germinate.net/
rural-mission-sunday to find some suggestions. 
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 CoMpilE A WElCoME pACk 
When people move into a new area they don’t always know what facilities and activities the community has. A pack of useful 
information can be a really practical way of making sure new people feel welcome and could include:  

• Details of local facilities such as a shop or the village hall or pub 

• The nearest doctor, dentist and school and appropriate contact information

• Details of any groups that meet in the village and appropriate contact information 

• Information about local public transport and taxi companies 

• Don’t forget information about church services and activities! 

What you would like to know if you were new to your community? 

Contact your parish council to see if they already have such a resource. If they do, can you help make it available to new 
comers? Calling round with a welcome pack and a bunch of flowers is a great way of getting to know people new to the village!

If a welcome pack doesn’t already exist why not work with the parish council to produce one?

 A plACE FoR ThoSE noT AlREAdy inCludEd 
Social isolation is now a real problem for our society as a whole, but the challenges can be even more significant in rural 
areas. It’s not just a problem faced by older people. Who might feel isolated in your community? Could you make your 
church building available for those wanting to start a new group? Could your church community start an activity for those 
who are isolated? 

You can find more information on rural isolation, and ideas for tackling it in local communities, by visiting germinate.net 
and searching ‘rural isolation’. 



Here you’ll find a service outline and some suggestions of songs and prayers on the theme of hospitality and welcome that 
you might like to include. 

Don’t forget to think carefully about how to introduce each item; things we so often take for granted – like when to stand 
up and sit down, when to refer to a service book or sheet – can be completely alien to visitors. Clear explanations are a 
really important part of our welcome!

 SERviCE ouTlinE 
introduction and Welcome
If you have the facilities, you could show a brief  
light-hearted video like this #LetsEat campaign from  
Canadian food manufacturer, President’s Choice:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDuA9OPyp6I  
or go to YouTube and search ‘Let’s Eat’

Song

opening prayers

Reading 
We suggest one from the list in this material, ideally Luke 
19 (Jesus and Zaccheus) if you are planning to include a 
children’s talk or activity

Children’s talk or activity  
(where appropriate)

Song

Talk/sermon
Use one of the readings we have suggested.

Do you have any stories from your own church or community 
that you can use to illustrate your talk? Don’t forget to ask the 
permission of those involved if appropriate!

Song

prayers for you community
If you felt able to pray for Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 
at this point, we’d be really grateful! You can find out  
about current projects and events by visiting our website, 
germinate.net.

Song
Could you take up an offering for the work of Germinate: 
Arthur Rank Centre?

prayer of blessing

 EvERybody WElCoME! 

 ShApinG youR ChuRCh SERviCE 



This section contains prayers and songs that you may  
wish to use as part of your Rural Mission Sunday service and our website  
contains even more material – go to germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday. 

you	can	also	find	an	extensive	Rural	mission	Sunday	children’s	resource	on	our	website.	This	material,	prepared	
exclusively	for	germinate:	The	Arthur	Rank	Centre	by	nicola	grieves.	nicola	is	the	Children’s	and	youth	development	
officer	for	the	eastern	Synod	of	the	united	Reformed	Church,	one	of	the	most	rural	areas	of	england.	She	has	a	wealth	
of	experience	in	youth	and	children’s	work,	both	delivering	it	herself	and	encouraging	and	supporting	others	to	do	so.

 pRAyERS 
A	prayer	from	the	Rt	Revd	Justin	Welby,		
Archbishop	of	Canterbury

Creator God,  
through whose word all things came into being, and by whose 
power all is sustained. Your creation renews inspires awe and 
worship, strengthens us with hope and calls to us to wonder 
at your mystery.  
We pray that, filled with the Spirit who leads us to Christ, you 
would open our eyes to see your gifts and open our hearts 
that we may share them with others.  
May the churches across our countryside be centres of 
community, places of welcome and human warmth, and 
channels of the hospitable love offered us in Jesus.  
We pray this prayer in His holy name. 

Amen.

Loving God, when we have not met but missed you in each 
other,
forgive	us.
When we have limited our welcome to those like us,
forgive	us.
When we have turned away from those who need our help,
forgive	us.
Silence
Send us out as forgiven people, 
ready to share the unconditional love 
you have for us with all those we meet.
In Jesus’ name.  
Amen.

 idEAS FoR pRAyERS FoR ThE CoMMuniTy 
•  Use a map of your community as the focus of your prayers
• Encourage members of the congregation to take photographs of the area in which they live and use these in prayer
• Make a list of groups, activities and amenities in your community and pray for them
• Install a prayer box somewhere in the community and collect the prayers and concerns of your community

 blESSinG 
May God bless you (us) with love.
May the Son walk with you (us) on the journey.
May the Spirt inspire you (us) to welcome those 
you (we) meet.
In the name of Jesus

Amen.
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 SuGGESTEd SonGS 
A new commandment (Anon)
Brother, sister let me serve you (Richard Gillard)
Christ be our light (Bernadette Farrell)
God is here as we his people (Fred Pratt Green)
Jesus, Jesu (Tom Colvin)
Jesus Christ is waiting (John Bell and Graham Maule)
Let us build a house where love can dwell (Marty Haugen)
Sisters and brothers with one voice (John Bell and Graham Maule)
The Kingdom of God (Bryn Rees)
The love of God comes close (John Bell and Graham Maule) 
When I needed a neighbour (Sidney Carter)
Would you walk by on the other side? (Pamela M Vernall)



Web: www.germinate.net
Email: rms@germinate.net

Tel: 024 7685 3060

Find us on Facebook  /RuralMissionSunday  •  Follow us on Twitter  /RuralMissSunday

Subscribe to Country Way magazine for more rural church resources 
germinate.net/country-way

For more information about the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank 
Centre, and to access our wide range of resources for rural mission and 

ministry, please visit germinate.net or email info@germinate.net. 
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In the last twelve months, Brexit has 
come to dominate our public, and 
often our private, discourse. With its 
polarising rhetoric and binary choice 
between ‘leave’ and ‘remain’ it has left 
fault lines running through communities 
across the UK. George Dunn, CEO of the 
Tenant Farmers Association, considers 
how churches might respond…

At the start of Philippians 4 we read of 
two women who have clearly allowed 
a difference of opinion to destroy their 
fellowship, causing them to fall out of 
communion. Paul urges that they should 
be ‘of the same mind in the Lord’. 
While we read in Romans 14 about the 
reality of differences of opinion we are 
also taught that they are secondary to 
ensuring that we are united in living 
for the Lord, and in 1 Corinthians 8 we 
are warned not to let the exercise of 
our rights become a stumbling block to 
others.

The UK is now in the unprecedented 
position of negotiating its exit from the 
European Union. In our churches we 
will have the full range of emotions 
from those who are fearful of the 
future, those for whom the issues under 
debate appear to have little impact 
on their everyday lives and those who 
see Brexit as a great celebration of our 
independence, opening the door to 
previously unavailable opportunities. 
We need to hold them all together in 

communion and, whatever our position, 
we need to guard against becoming 
stumbling blocks to brothers and sisters 
with different views.

Whatever those views it is surely a 
failure on all our parts if individuals 
from other countries of the EU who 
have lived and worked among us on 
our farms, horticultural enterprises and 
food processing plants, and in other 
sectors of society, feel frightened, 
inappropriately targeted and insecure. 
Our churches should be places of 
sanctuary, love and inclusion even if the 
rest of society chooses to act differently. 
It’s perfectly acceptable to argue that in 
the long run we should be sourcing more 
of our labour from domestic resources 
but this should not undermine the need 
to show kindness and compassion to all.

Our rural churches should also be places 
of debate as we seek to build a new 
consensus for a sustainable, post-Brexit 
food, farming and environmental policy 

untroubled by the winds of short-term 
political change and understanding 
of our influence on the wider world. 
We must consider the full landscape 
of policies and practices which affect 
our countryside including trade, how 
production standards are developed and 
enforced, the fair operation of markets, 
taxation, tenancy law, risk management 
tools, environmental and planning 
regulation, research and development, 
technology transfer, access to land for 
new entrants, progressing farmers and 
allowing dignified routes for retirement 
for older farmers. 

As we move forward into an unknown 
future, prayer must be at the heart of 
our response to Brexit: for ourselves, 
our churches and our communities, 
and particularly for our political leaders 
across the UK and our partners in the 
EU. Wisdom, tact and diplomacy will be 
required in spades and it can certainly 
be argued that we have seen too little 
of any of these in the debate in recent 
times.

There is a lot to do and we need to get 
on with it constructively.

George Dunn BA MSc FRAgS
Chief Executive,  
Tenant Farmers Association 
george@tfa.org.uk 
@georgewdunn

“… we need to guard 
against becoming 
stumbling blocks to 

brothers and sisters with 
different views.”

Leave!
Remain!

Brexit: A time for unity



Hospitality away from home:
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For eighteen months I made weekly visits to the Calais jungle. Home to ten thousand people on the move, the camp covered a 
couple of acres of wind-blasted wasteland at the back of the cement works by Calais’ harbour. 

The camp was not an official response to the so-called migrant crisis. Rather it grew over many months as people who had been 
moved on from other parts of the city arrived and settled. It started as a collection of tents and became a community of wooden huts 
with cafes, shops and other businesses springing up to meet the needs of the residents that couldn’t be satisfied by the humanitarian 
efforts of a ragbag army of mainly British volunteers.

I went because I sensed God calling me to go and offer the welcome of the gospel to people displaced by war and persecution. Yet 
on arrival I found welcome from some of the poorest, least settled people on the planet and I found myself asking God afresh, ‘what 
are you saying to me?’ 

 Here are two stories from my time in the jungle… 

l found he looks a lot like Jesus
My Sudanese friend had been a model 
of hospitality in the jungle in Calais 
where he had lived for 18 months before 
arriving in the UK in the summer of 
2016. Sitting in his bed-sit in North 
London, drinking tea and having a good 
catch-up I asked whether he had always 
been an organiser.

From his caravan he had worked to 
build community and promote peace. In 
particular, with the support of a number 
of volunteers – including me – he had 
pioneered community kitchens across the 
camp where groups of 25-30 residents 
would be supplied with food they could 
cook for themselves.

‘People who cook and eat together,’ he 
said, ‘rarely come to blows.’

As I worked with him through the winter 
into the spring of 2015-16 I saw that, 
while the kingdom of God might not 
consist solely of eating and drinking 

it certainly couldn’t exist without it. I 
watched and supported his efforts to 
create community with meagre resources, 
sheer force of will and a rich helping of 
humour.

He became a man others looked to for 
leadership and direction, whose opinions 
were sought out by people with power 
and influence. I came to see that Paul 
was right when he told the Corinthians 
that God chose the nobodies to bring the 
somebodies down a peg or two. I certainly 
experienced that in my friend’s presence!

I asked him whether he had always done 
this kind of thing, even back home in 
Sudan. He had been a political activist in 
the capital, Khartoum, but had learned 
hospitality in the village where his family 
originated. He’d been sent there when 
his mother died. As the youngest, his 
job was to welcome visitors and ensure 
they got a meal and a bed for the night. 
No one arriving in the village would go 
hungry.

He took the practice back to the city, 
and on the university campus where he 
studied he ensured that poor students 
got fed, were offered a place to sleep and 
received help with bills. As he studied 
and organised he became a go-to person 
for anyone in need. When the authorities 
came for him he fled. He had already 
spent two weeks in prison being tortured 
but had been released; he knew he 
would not be so lucky next time.

“… on arrival I found 
welcome from some of 

the poorest, least settled 
people on the planet.”

REFLECTIONS ON THE JUNGLE



Arriving in Calais after a lengthy journey 
through Libya, across the Mediterranean, 
up through Italy, he settled in Calais. I 
first met him living in a shelter with a 
couple of others. We got him a caravan 
and from it he helped to offer a guiding 
hand to his section of the camp. An 
Afghan community leader recently 
described that caravan as ‘the head office 
of the Jungle’.

For many months my friend built 
community, resolved problems and 
ensured people got fed and supplied with 
shoes and clothes. He did what human 
beings were put on the planet to do: till 
and keep the garden, fill the earth, make 
it a place for everyone to live in.

As I reflect on my time with him in Calais, 
God holds him in front of me as an 
example of the kind of human being we 
should all aspire to be. I find that he looks 
a lot like Jesus.

The theology of the kettle
The kettle was the centre of the hospitality that marked every visit to the 
camp; hospitality in the shape of chai, offered by everyone you met in the 
Jungle, insisting you sit with them and share a brew. Having extended an 
invitation someone goes to find wood, paper and a match or lighter. A fire 
is lit, the flame nurtured, coaxing it to life not only in the paper but in the 
kindling and more substantial chunks of sawn up pallet.

Your host finds and fills the kettle with clean water, having sent the youngest 
member of the group to the tap with an old 20 litre water bottle. The kettle 
is placed on the fire. It spits and burbles and finally it boils. Your host makes 
chai - a tea bag in each cup, cinnamon, sugar, cardamom pods, more sugar, 
stir, then offered with a smile.

All the time this is going on - often the best part of an hour - we talk, share 
stories, laugh, commiserate over bad news from home, a set-back in an 
asylum claim, laugh at the antics of some of the French riot police, make 
connections, build relationships.

Hospitality is the foundation of everything, taking time to allow God to seep 
in through the gaps and silences and seeing where he leads you. Hospitality 
cannot be rushed. It cannot be done while you are anxiously checking 
your phone for messages or wondering if it might be appropriate to update 
Facebook. Hospitality requires your full attention. It requires you care enough 
about everyone around the fire to give them your whole attention for as long as 
it takes.

It happened every day in the Jungle. And it reminded me that hospitality  
is at the heart of the gospel, seen in the invitation of Jesus to come and rest a 
while with him, walk the road with him and discover where real life is found.

Simon Jones
Baptist minister and New Testament tutor 
at Spurgeon’s College

@bromleyminister



Growing a rural church
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Rural Mission

 Equipping for  
 Rural Mission in four  
 easy steps 

Session 1: Appreciate your church

About 10 people came to the first 
session where warm-up questions 
included, ‘If our church was an animal 
what animal would it be?’ One response 
was ‘Barbara’s dog!’, an elderly retriever 
who was warm and friendly but definitely 
not going anywhere fast. We reviewed 
everything we have done over the 
years: Alpha, Messy Church, barbecues, 
restaurant evenings, house-to-house 
with Millennium candles, prayer events, 
special Christmas, Harvest and Easter 
services, events marking the Queen’s 
90th birthday. The length of the list 
surprised and encouraged us.

Session 2: Investigating your community 
context

In this second session we talked 
about the different groups of people 
in the village and our links with local 
organisations and activities. There was a 
church member involved in most village 
activities, including the school where 
Sue had been a foundation governor 
for decades. I had been getting short 
shrift from Sue for years for claiming 
that membership of the Burton Green 
Wine Club was part of my ministry! This 

session however is more than just talk: 
we distributed further research tasks. 
Mine was to meet with the leaders of the 
Residents’ Association to see how they 
thought the church could better support  
the village.

Session 3: Deliberate over what you 
have heard

We started the third session by doing 
exactly that, discovering that there are 
387 homes in the village with significant 
expansion expected and that despite 
being a relatively mature community 
there are 58 secondary, 43 primary 
and 29 pre-school children living in the 
village. Conversation with older children 
and teenagers revealed dissatisfaction 
with local children and young people’s 
leisure activities and facilities and a need 
for more child-friendly worship.

Session 4: Make a plan 

As we spent time in listening prayer a 
proposal began to emerge. In summary 
we decided to:

•    Continue the current first Sunday 
service

•    Be more intentional about inviting 
and welcoming new people to the 
monthly coffee morning

•    Start a new all-age café-style service 
on the third Sunday of the month

•    Change our name from Burton Green 
Congregation to The Church in Burton 
Green

We wrote and distributed a two page 
summary of our findings and plans. 

 Sunday Special: the  
 shiny new thing 

The plan was that Sue and I would take 
on the new service, which would be 
Café-style with tea and toast on arrival 
(search ‘Tea and Toast’ at germinate.
net to find out more about the initiative 
which inspired this) and include: 

•     Contemporary worship using videos

•     A Bible reading using the Jesus Story 
Bible

•     A five minute talk

•     A 15 minute breakout into three 
groups to explore the day’s theme 
in different ways: a creative group, 
a more active group for kinesthetic 
learners and a quiet mediation/Bible 
study

We were keen to encourage the existing 
congregation to participate and we 
challenged them to come and to sit on 
different tables to talk to and welcome 
newcomers. We also sought the support 
of a couple of families from the main 
church to get to critical mass.

We named the service Sunday Special 
and invested in some practical resources: 
a new sign with a village picture in the 

For years, Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre CEO Jerry Marshall has been enthusing about our resource Equipping for Rural 
Mission but had never actually done it. Then an opportunity arose to work through it with his village church, stimulating a 
fresh initiative based on hospitality and welcome.

My wife, Sue, and I and our growing family needed to upsize in the early 1990s and felt God nudge us to move to Burton 
Green, a ribbon settlement of 800 just west of Coventry. At the time there was no church of any denomination and the 
village straddled three Anglican parishes. With two other couples we set up a monthly gathering in the village hall in 1993, 
accountable to Westwood Church, Coventry, where we were all members. We had the agreement of the other parishes and the 
support of the Church of England primary school. We added other events and activities over the years but the service remained 
monthly, with 30-40 people, and gradually aged with us. 

The arrival of a new vicar prompted a review of the church’s activities, a fresh look at who was attending and who we were  
not reaching. Naturally I headed for the mission section of our website and downloaded Equipping for Rural Mission  
(germinate.net/equipping-for-rural-mission). We announced to the congregation that we would meet each month during the 
autumn of 2016 to review all our congregational activities. Anyone was welcome to join the team at these meetings.



Germinate  
Leadership 2017

“The programme has been inspirational,  
a vital part of my continuing formation  

and learning.”
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background, two four-slot toasters 
and shakers and coloured ribbons for 
children to use during worship, and 
we borrowed a large filter  
coffee machine. 

We planned out the first service using 
BIG Ministries’ The All-In Thing (go to 
bigministries.co.uk and search ‘The 
All-In Thing’) and found a thought 
provoking opening video. We laid out 
tea, coffee, juice, bread, toasters and 
plates on one long table at the back 
for people to help themselves and 
put jam etc. on the tables as well 
as a couple of ice breaker questions 
to discuss. We had tables ready 
for a collage and building activities 
linked with a creation and love 
theme. The videos were imbedded 
along with everything else in a 
colourful PowerPoint.

 Nervous and excited 

When we launched on 19 Feb 2017 
we had no idea how many to expect. 
We were both nervous and excited 
as we prayed with others before the 
service. In the event there were 44 
people including nine children. What 
was thrilling was that six of them and 
their parents were new. A nine-year 
old danced with ribbons and competed 
with an adult to build the highest tower. 
When toddlers ran round the front we 
made a point of saying how wonderful 

it was to have lots of children, to 
reinforce the message that children were 
welcome however noisy. The response 
was unanimously positive, from old and 
young alike. 

Since then we have invited our ‘person 
of peace’, the local mother who had 
invited many of the others, to help us 
review and plan the next service. In time 
we hope to bring together a team and 
use this to gently move people forward 
in their journey with God, and move the 
whole Church in Burton Green forward 

as an effective Christian presence. Thank 
you, God!

Jerry Marshall

CEO, Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre  
jerrym@germinate.net 
@JerryCAMarshall

Following his experience, Jerry has 
revised and updated Equipping for Rural 
Mission and the new version is available 
at germinate.net/equipping-for-rural-
mission. 

GERMINATE
LEADERSHIP 2017

Helping lay and ordained leaders from all denominations to develop creative, entrepreneurial skills for rural church leadership. 

Visit germinate.net/germinate-leadership 
 for more information.
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St Catherine’s Stoke Aldermoor is in an 
Urban Priority Area of Coventry. The 
church was planted on the Aldermoor 
estate about seventy years ago and has 
recently moved from an old redundant 
church to temporary buildings on a 
piece of land in the centre of the estate. 
The congregation is a mix of all ages. 
In addition to Bible and prayer groups 
the building is used daily for a variety 
of activities including the foodbank, 
cooking club, youth activities, parent 
and toddler groups, and a weekly 
welcoming group for anyone who feels 
isolated. It is a very welcoming church, 
full of friendship and love.

St Thomas a Becket Sutton-under-
Brailes’ building and surroundings 
couldn’t be more 

different. We are a very small village 
with less than eighty residents in a 
beautiful area of south Warwickshire. 
Our church building dates from the 12th 
century. It is the only public building 
in the village but because it has a 
traditional layout inside it is difficult to 
use it for anything other than worship 
and a weekly prayer group. 

There are many contrasts between St 
Catherine’s and St Thomas’ but we have 
our faith, love and friendship in common.

Our link started in 2000 when St 
Thomas’ held a Christian Christmas tree 
festival to celebrate the Millennium. 
The decorated trees told the story of 
our faith from Creation through to the 
Cross and Resurrection. We wanted to 
show that we had a living faith so we 
contacted St Catherine’s who were 
keen to reach out to their community 
but had limited resources.

Rogation Sunday is the highlight of 
St Catherine’s visits to Sutton and 
both congregations are enriched. 
We serve lunch in the church, and 
everyone can then wander around 

our quiet village. Our rogation service is 
conducted around the village stopping 
in an orchard, a farmyard, then through 
the fields to a lake, the stream and back 
to church for the final worship and tea 
and cake!

One of St Catherine’s churchwardens 
recently said how wonderful it was for 
their young people to visit an ancient 
village church. She loved seeing the 
joy on their faces as they played on 
the village green. One young person 
said how much they enjoyed the 
fresh air, proper community area and 
wonderful scenery. St Thomas’ gains 
so much seeing young people enjoying 
their freedom around our village and 
worshiping with a wonderfully diverse 
community. 

One of St Catherine’s sums up  
their visits:

‘We always receive such a wonderful, 
warm welcome. It is always good 
to see how different life in a village 
church can be to that in a town. 
The history and architecture of all 
the buildings and the way of life is 
so different to ours. The link with St 
Thomas’ make us feel that we are 
not alone and we really value their 
support and friendship.’

Elisabeth Ashworth
ashworth@phonecoop.coop

Fresh air, fields 
and friendship

“We always receive  
such a wonderful, warm 

welcome.”

‘A trip to Sutton-under-
Brailes is always a good 
one! Being in the open 
fields and fresh air is 

amazing and very different 
to Coventry.’
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One snowy February morning I was 
picking up a group of children from our 
local special needs school. While I was 
wondering what I was going to find for 
them to do on the farm the headteacher 
began to tell me that he had observed 
the profound effect of farm animals on 
the development of children at another 
school, how they would love to have such 
a facility, but how they lacked the space. 
So began an idea. 

The next key moment in the development 
of Southfields Farm was a conversation 
with a long-standing friend who had 
managed the farm while I was in full time 
church work and who had later ventured 
into education. This perfect combination, 
underlined by our common faith in Christ, 
led us to set up a paddock with chickens, 
ducks, pigs, pygmy goats, alpacas, sheep 
and donkeys, with easy wheelchair access 
into each enclosure. And the children 
love it. Nearly every school day we get a 
group, many of whom are keen to meet 
and feed their favourite animal, and to see 
what’s changed since their last visit.

We are not new to educational visits. 
Now in our second ten-year agreement 
with Countryside Stewardship, schools 
are a growing part of our work.  We 
have been inspired by the excitement of 
school groups, many of whom come from 
inner city Birmingham and have little or 
no contact with farming. Support from 
Natural England and FACE (Farming 
and Countryside Education) has been 
essential. Open Farm Sunday, the 
inspiration of LEAF (Linking Environment 
and Farming) has also been a major 

event over the last ten years, and the ‘Let 
Nature Feed Your Senses’ project gave us 
the confidence to meet the challenges of 
disability and disadvantage. 

One of those challenges is with referral 
teenagers, whose behaviour can be quite 
interesting! Nevertheless these young 
people do respond to simple jobs and 
practical love. One day a group of rather 
ill-tempered youngsters arrived. It was 
clear that my plans for doing something 
constructive were not going to work, 
so we went across to the animals. Not 
knowing quite what to do we ventured 
into the donkey paddock, where I stood 
back and observed a transformation in 
the atmosphere. From this point on these 
young people would engage with anything 
I put in front of them. We often find that 
the non-confrontational and undemanding 
behaviour of domestic animals provides a 
connection that conventional educational 
and therapeutic wisdom has little 
understood. 

Southfields Farm is situated on the very 
edge of a conurbation. For some of our 
inner city school visitors a twenty minute 
coach ride transports them from some 
quite deprived estates to a different world, 
perhaps never experienced before. We get 
to share our world with children from very 
diverse cultures and ethnic backgrounds, 
though sometimes the sheer excitement 
can take the edge off the educational 
value of the visit!

And the reason we do it? Not for profit, 
though we do endeavour to cover the 
costs, but because we believe that God 

would have us use every 
asset at our disposal for the glory of the 
One who gave his all for us:

‘And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.’ (Colossians 3:17)

‘Whatever’ means all of our time, our 
thoughts, our daily work, our plans and 
aspirations - all for the Lord Jesus.

John Plumb
Southfields Farm  
john@southfieldsfarm.uk

WHATEVER YOU DO...



 Welcome to Skipton 
Following the refugee crisis of 2015, members of the local community in Skipton got 
together to see if they could turn their feelings of helplessness into positive action 
to support their neighbours overseas, and the Craven Refugee Support Network 
(CRSN) was formed.

As well as asking North Yorkshire County Council if Skipton could receive Syrian 
refugees through the Vulnerable Persons Relocation Scheme, it 
was suggested that a ‘hosting weekend’ could be organised to 
welcome a different refugee group to Skipton.

In March 2016, working with the Bradford Immigration & 
Asylum Support & Advice Network (BIASAN), 29 asylum seekers 
and refugees stayed in homes across Skipton. The weekend was 
organised through People and the DALES in partnership with 
CRSN and churches in Skipton, and the visitors enjoyed the warm 
welcome and hospitality of their hosts.

As eating is a big part of any holiday, meals were prepared in 
different churches across Skipton, avoiding any worries by the hosts 
about what their visitors may or may not eat. The weekend included 
a ceilidh attended by 80 people, and visits to Skipton Castle and 
the museum, where quite by chance a mainly Islamic Faith In Art 
exhibition was taking place, which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.

One elderly lady in Skipton hosted a young Syrian woman. Later they 
met again in Bradford and the Syrian woman surprised her ‘host’ by 
inviting her to stay the night, saying, ‘I have no family here in England, 
so now you are my family’. The visitor had become the host.

Future hosting weekends involving different churches in Skipton are being 
planned. Judy said, ‘It does take a lot of work to organise, but seeing 
people deep in conversation, keeping in touch and visiting each other 
independently after the weekend, and hopefully changing attitudes is such 

an important task. It is something that we in rural areas really can do and it may 
change lives’.

The outreach work of YDMT is funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund, Morrisons 
Foundation, Sir George Martin Trust and players of People’s Postcode Lottery.
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A day out in the countryside
People and the DALES is an award-
winning outreach project delivered by 
local charity Yorkshire Dales Millennium 
Trust (YDMT) which enables people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to 
visit the Yorkshire Dales for health and 
well-being. One group leader working 
with refugees and asylum seekers in 
Blackburn and Darwen said: 

‘Doctors should prescribe a dose of the 
countryside instead of anti-depressants, 
as being in the great outdoors is so good 
for people.’

Working with Black and Minority Ethnic 
groups, people with a physical or mental 
health issue, and those from inner cities 
that rarely get out into the countryside, 
the project brings people together for a 
break from everyday life. Activities range 
from a simple guided walk to kite-flying, 
art workshops, quarry visits, or even a 
day spent shadowing a hill sheep farmer.

Judy Rogers, Community Development 

Worker at YDMT, said, ‘I feel that I have 
the best job in the world, planning and 
running fantastic days out in the Dales 
and meeting such amazing people.’

The project’s focus has changed over the 
last 12 years, from working mainly with 
Muslim groups from Bradford, Leeds and 
Keighley, to working more and more with 
asylum seeker and refugee groups as 
their needs are so great. One participant, 
recalling her asylum hearing, spoke of 
how terrified she was. She imagined 
herself back in the Yorkshire Dales and 
memories of the day she spent with 
YDMT helped her through the experience.

Judy Rogers
Community Development Worker, People and the DALES  
and Ingleborough for ALL Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust  
judy.rogers@ydmt.org 
ydmt.org 
peopleandthedales.org 
@ydmt



‘What would you say to setting up 
a residential community of 20s and 
30s in Charlecote’s vicarage?’ 

Two years ago this was the question 
Coventry Diocese’s Archdeacon 
Missioner posed to me. I was half-way 
through ordination training and the 
question was completely unexpected. 
My response was, ‘Are you setting me 
up for a fall?!’ While I was excited by 
the proposal, I was also concerned 
about the magnitude of such a task. I 
had previously formed, led and lived 
in communities. I had been involved 
in pioneer and young adult ministry. 
I had discerned a calling to rural 
ministry. But could I really play a part 
in re-imagining rural mission  
and ministry?

Thankfully others had faith! After much 
negotiation and many set-backs, I 
moved to Charlecote, five miles from 
Warwick, in July 2016. The Field 
Community officially formed when my 
first community member moved in at 
the beginning of 2017. 

Why ‘The Field’? Because ‘the kingdom 
of heaven is like treasure hidden in 
a field’ (Matthew 13:44). From the 
outset I was keen that people should 
not perceive the community to be the 
treasure, as if we were a solution to 
declining numbers in pews. My hope 
and prayer is that those God calls into 
the community, and those affected by 
our life and witness, may discover the 
treasure of faith and give up everything 
to follow Jesus. 

Through a life of hospitality, generosity 
and humility, the vision for The Field is 
to grow the rural church younger and 
deeper. This means we are seeking out 
20s and 30s who are not yet disciples 

(mainly through 
chaplaincy 
in the local 
college 
specialising 
in land-based 
studies, 
ministry in the 
local primary schools and contact with 
wedding couples) and endeavouring to 
affirm and inspire the local Christians, 
many of whom are weary after years 
of faithful service, and fearful for 
the future viability of their churches. 
Already I have been surprised by the 
difference we have been able to make 
just by living, praying and ministering 
together. Being young, enthusiastic, 
and mission-minded counts for more 
than I ever imagined!

We pray regularly for the local churches 
and villages, and respond to requests 
from the local churches for support. 
We are also exploring ways of being 
church in the vicarage. Currently we 
are hosting a fortnightly dinner and 
discussion group for people interested 
in Christian community, and are 
contemplating launching ‘Wild Church’ 
in the extensive, over-grown  
vicarage garden.

I am not on my own in all this. I 
have external advisors experienced in 
community life and ministry who check 
in with the community regularly. Also, 
I am a member of Acceler8, a team of 
pioneers in Coventry Diocese funded by 
a grant from the Church Commissioners 
and tasked with discipling people in 
their 20s and 30s. The majority of 
the team are based in urban areas, 
so I have the privilege and challenge 
of representing a rural 

perspective in the diocese, while 
being given permission and freedom to 
explore new ways of ministering in the 
countryside.

My hope is that more people will come 
to hear of this initiative, God will be 
calling the right people to join The 
Field, the money I’ve recently received 
from a local trust to fund a college 
chaplaincy intern will be put to good 
use and the community will flourish 
under God’s direction.

Revd Rachel Saum
Assistant Curate in the Mid Fosse 
Parishes & Development Worker for 
The Field Community 
revrachelsaum@gmail.com 
thefieldcommunitycharlecote.org    
acceler8.org.uk
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Younger 
and deeper

“Being young, enthusiastic, 
and mission-minded 

counts for more than I ever 
imagined!”
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RURAL FOODBANKS:  
hospitality, help and hope 

Fosse Foodbank, part of the Trussell 
Trust’s UK-wide network, is administered 
by St Peter’s Church in Kineton, a 
village in south-east Warwickshire. The 
headquarters of the local foodbank is 
based here, along with the warehouse 
and a distribution centre. It works 
with a network of rural churches to 
provide support for people in need from 
Wellesbourne in the west to Bishops 
Itchington and Southam in the north. 
Most, but not all, of our volunteers 
are from local churches and we work 
ecumenically with the Anglican, 
Methodist, Congregational, Community 
and Roman Catholic churches in our area.

Most foodbanks are in towns or cities, 
but people in rural areas also experience 
times of crisis, with one in five living 
below the poverty line. The problem is 
exacerbated by the higher cost of living, 
poor availability of social services and lack 
of affordable public transport. Today in 
Kineton and the surrounding area there 
are families struggling to put food on 
the table. For people on low incomes, 
a sudden crisis – redundancy, benefit 
changes, illness or just an unexpected bill 
– can mean going hungry. 

The problem may not be so obvious in the 

countryside but it is compounded by the 
stigma attached to having people deliver 
bags of shopping to your door and the 
lack of anonymity when visiting a local 
foodbank. 

Our volunteers have been moved by the 
stories they have heard. Michael, the 
vagrant who lived in an empty garage, 
came to the centre not just for food but to 
use the washroom facilities. Kevin lives on 
a canal boat; it is quite a trek to get his 
groceries along the tow path. One couple 
live in a car. Susan, with her daughter 
and new baby, have been moved into 
temporary hotel accommodation away 
from her abusive husband. The only 
facility she has for hot food is a kettle. 
And several older folk in the housing 
association sheltered accommodation 
have benefits that don’t quite stretch to 
meet all their regular bills. 

We have a network of professionals 
– doctors, health visitors, children’s 
centres, churches, schools and housing 
associations – who identify people in crisis 
and issue them with a voucher. Last year 
we fed 212 people (156 adults and 56 
children) for reasons including benefit 
changes, low income, debt, ill health and 
homelessness.

Each of our centres is opened for two 
hours a week by a team of volunteers. It is 
not always convenient to get to the centre 
during those hours, and public transport 
is not available from outlying villages, 
so we also have a delivery service, with 
emergency food parcels being taken to 
people’s homes by volunteer drivers. 

The Foodbank does more than provide 
food in an emergency. It works to address 
the root causes of clients’ problems, from 
family breakdown, housing loss and crime 
to mental health problems. We have a 
great team of volunteers who take time 
over a cup of tea to listen to problems 
and signpost people to other agencies 
for further support. We have had clients 
return to us to work as volunteers; some 
have even joined our church family.

The Foodbank is an opportunity for local 
congregations to engage in their God-
given mission to feed the hungry, raise 
awareness and confront and campaign 
against social injustice.

Revd Gillian Roberts

On behalf of the Fosse  
Foodbank Steering Committee 

gillian@thebridgesgroup.org.uk



HMP Lowdham Grange is a modern 
category B prison built on the site of 
a mid-20th century borstal for boys. 
Positioned at the top of a hill, its brick and 
concrete outer gate is rather imposing, the 
only entrance within the high walls. The 
prison is home to 900 long-term inmates, 
contained by the keys and security systems 
which keep prisoners inside and prevent 
the outside world from gaining access. 300 
prison staff bring the total population to 
well over one thousand.

In stark contrast, for over 900 years 
St Mary’s Church has stood at the 
bottom of the same hill in a dell with a 
stream running through. Its grounds are 
demarcated by hedges and fences with a 
wooden gate for access. At one time the 
church door would have been open during 
the day for those who wished to come in 
and pray.

In 2014, Janice Yelland-Sutcliffe 
approached staff from HMP Lowdham 
Grange suggesting that they might like 
to participate in St Mary’s Christmas tree 
festival. Unable to get practically involved, 
Serco, who run the prison for the Ministry 
of Justice, gave a donation and were 

sent a letter which outlined the vision for 
a new church project, the creation of a 
community green space and restoration of 
the churchyard. This sparked such interest 
that the staff voted to support the work 
and in April 2015 a team of around 25 
arrived armed with gloves, boots, spades, 
trowels and set to work clearing, planting, 
pruning and, of course, asking lots of 
questions. 

Later that year a second invitation to take 
part in the Christmas tree festival was 
enthusiastically accepted. Responding to 
the theme of ‘Journeys’ inmates produced 
an amazing tree illustrating their stories 
of ‘Going through the gate’ and their 
aspirations to return to lives of hope. The 
prison staff brought to the church the 
decorations made by the inmates and 
had great fun climbing up a 25ft tree to 
decorate it! A year on, Leanne Brady of 
HMP Lowdham Grange points out that 
‘none of those prisoners are still here; 
they have all progressed to less secure 
conditions.’ 

Was there a link? Possibly. What was 
certain was that the staff had seen 
a difference and the prison has been 

reconnected with the church and wider 
community. Village volunteer Alison 
Glazebrook observes:

‘When the prison was a Borstal the 
‘Borstal boys’ used to work in the 
churchyard regularly and carry out 
gardening jobs around the village. The 
community accepted them. When the 
Borstal closed it was sad to lose that 
connection. Having prison staff involved 
in working in the churchyard, and the 
prisoners creating items such as benches 
to put in it has helped to recreate this 
community link once again. It has given 
me the opportunity to meet and work 
with lots of new people.’

As the link develops we are looking 
forward to seeing the prisoners’ writings, 
art and poetry in the local parish 
magazine as those on the top of the hill 
begin to send things through the gates. 
It all started by going in and out of the 
church with hearts that were open to 
those on the edge, from one invitation to 
participate in a Christmas tree festival.

Janice Yelland-Sutcliffe  
St Mary’s Church Lowdham
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Sunday 16 July 

SUNDAY 2017
RURAL MISSION 

Everybody Welcome!

germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday-2017


