
 

 

 
 

 

One of the most rural circuits in the Methodist Connexion, Camelford and Week St Mary’s 17 churches are 

served by a great bunch of local preachers, a Circuit Administrator, a Families’ and Children’s Lay Worker 

and a Community Outreach Worker, along with a generous Supernumerary Minister who cares for three 

churches.  

This team is headed by the Revd Doreen Sparey-Delacassa as Superintendent. She is ever positive saying, ‘I 

am very happy to serve where God sends me and I am blessed to be in this part of Cornwall.’ Doreen came 

into the circuit ten years ago to be a Pioneer Minister after serving Cornwall as Evangelism Enabler. She has 

done sterling work helping the circuit look outwards rather than inwards.  

Outward-looking circuit  

Most schools have an Open the Book Assembly six or seven times a term, where grandparents love telling 

Bible stories to their grandchildren and volunteers from ecumenical teams add to the fun by dressing up as 

Bible characters. Doreen reports: ‘We are getting a generation of children who know the Bible better than 

their parents.’  

The circuit has half a dozen Messy Churches – another opportunity for ecumenical working. In the summer 

we had a big outdoor Messy Church for all the circuit at the Manse in its large paddock, from the days 

when the minister had a horse. This event was billed as Fun, Frogs and Bishops, with dramatised Bible 

stories and crafts. Special guests included the Bishop of Truro – who had a hilarious race with me ending up 

on the bouncy castle.  

Doreen has a head full of clever – even quirky – outreach ideas. Her hobby of collecting teddy bears means 

numerous Teddy Bear Picnics as well as tableaux with teddies illustrating Bible stories. The circuit has a 

number of Café Church services and a music/drama group. There is outreach to the elderly with luncheon 

clubs and games afternoons, and Tintagel Coffee Morning is a big weekly event in this community. 

Local venues become host to seasonal services, such as harvest, carols and rogation at Hallworthy Cattle 

Market. Our chaplains are also present at the market each week. At Delabole, famous for its local slate 

quarry, the Methodists work closely with the Anglicans for outreach to all ages at Delabole Carnival – 

winning prizes year-on-year. Their community lunch regularly has over 50 local people attending.  

A new church  

While some of the smaller congregations are challenged to work closer and amalgamate, three recently 

succeeded to form a new church in the hamlet of Canworthy Water. Called Living Water, people are excited 

about more effective mission in the area, which began by Living Water Church announcing its new name. 

Instead of a leaflet, the congregation offered bottles of water to the houses round about labelled with the 

church’s new identity and activities. Its recent bonfire party drew most of the village together, and then 

there was our special Christmas service in the manse stable, complete with real baby and Boysey the 

donkey – an informal gathering to which everyone was invited to come dressed as a Biblical character if 

they wished.  

Creative outreach in Cornwall 



 

 

 

 

All this means that there are plenty of varied activities in this part of rural Cornwall. To some, everything 

we do may seem small. But we aim to bring the Word of God and the love of God into the life of our tiny 

rural communities – in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, as long as ever 

we can. We’re not Methodists for nothing! 

 
Revd Steven Wild  
Cornwall District Chair  
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