
 

 

 
 
 
Somebody asked me the other day, ‘What’s it like being a media star?’ I replied, ‘I must confess I’ve never even 
thought about it.’ I prefer to say that I have been in the privileged position of featuring in a TV documentary that 
has helped dispel some of the myths and preconceived ideas around what a vicar is and what they do. 
 
In May of last year, the BBC approached the clergy of the Wenlock Team in the Diocese of Hereford to explore 
whether we would be interested in participating in a documentary entitled A Vicar’s Life. I was able to meet with 
James Routh, the BBC producer responsible for the project, give him a tour of Much Wenlock and explore 
possible ‘storylines’, after which the decision was made to use the town as a location.  
 
As excited as the town was about the prospect of the BBC coming along, I soon realised that TV work is far from 
glamorous, both for the crew and the person in front of the camera! My wife and I lost count of how many times 
it took to shoot activities as straightforward as shutting the Rectory door or walking down the High Street. 
However, the crew were amazingly patient, courteous and professional; assistant producers Emma Oliver and 
Alexis Smith were a joy to work with and we were sorry to say goodbye at the end of filming in mid-December.  
 
Taking part in the series was a great opportunity to highlight the evangelistic potential of baptisms, weddings 
and funerals and I hope viewers enjoyed the wedding and baptism featured in the series, along with the blessing 
of the nave roof by Richard Frith, Bishop of Hereford.  
 
On a personal note it was a privilege to be able to use my participation in the series to raise awareness of the 
challenges of caring for a relative with dementia. My father-in-law, Charlie, who featured in the fifth episode of 
the series, sadly passed away three days after the final episode aired. Some viewers may remember Nicolas 
Bishop and his wife Jane who I was filmed visiting during the same episode; Nicolas sadly also died recently. A 
Vicar’s Life has unexpectedly become a powerful, moving and timely memorial to these two men.  
 
I can’t say my son Oran was particularly pleased to be on TV, but as parents we were immensely proud that he 
agreed to share his story with the viewing public, enabling greater awareness of autism and the need to work 
towards greater inclusion.  
 
During the period over which the series was filmed, I began my participation in Germinate Leadership, having 
been aware of and admired the work of Germinate since my Church Army training days. Having been involved in 
A Vicar’s Life I sincerely hope that I can now continue to maximise my leadership potential. It is vitally important 
that rural church leaders, both clergy and lay, have access to resource like Germinate Leadership that will enable 
them to develop their competence, self-awareness, gifts and talents for their own benefit, for the wider church 
and for the kingdom of God.  
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This article first appeared in Country Way 78: Growing Together, June 2018. Go to germinate.net/country-way for 
more information about how to subscribe. 
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