
 

 

 
 
 
The work known as ‘Social Issues in South Lincolnshire’ or Fensociety Project was initiated in November 
2010 by Fr Jonathan Sibley of St Mary, Long Sutton. This was partially due to his involvement with local 
communities and new arrivals from the European Union. He was asked to coordinate and assess the needs 
and nature of social injustice issues in this area and create an informed and coordinated response to them. 
 
South Lincolnshire includes the District Councils of South Holland and Boston, 80 ecclesiastical parishes in 
their deaneries of Hollands and Elloe East and West, almost from the Wash to the A1. 
This area is mixed with high social deprivation indices and a predominately rural community including a 
considerable new arrival community. The major issue has been how to respond to their needs. The 
recommendations were: 
 

• To identify the needs of the communities in the area and any church response 
• To find out how the local statutory and voluntary services were involved with these communities and 

identify collaborative partnerships that could be formed to meet these needs. 
• To link, share and model good practice across the region to help differing communities but with 

similar needs 
• To create an appropriate data base of relevant information and experience to resource existing and 

new work. 
 

Questionnaires were sent out to all ecclesiastical parishes of the deaneries in the summer of 2011. The 
information was collated and mapped. From this data nine areas of need were identified: 
isolation, health, young people, poverty, the elderly, pastoral, families, new arrivals, lack of transport. 
 
Representatives from over twenty major secular social agencies in the statutory and voluntary sector with 
representatives from the diocese were invited to an open forum at Lincoln University Holbeach to discuss 
and respond to this information. The meeting was a watershed with partners like Age UK, Lincolnshire CVS, 
Rural Lincolnshire, County and District Councillors, the Police, Just Lincolnshire, Agape Care, Food Bank and 
Social Services. There are now similar meetings twice a year. 
 
A website for Social Issues in South Lincs has been set up (fensociety.org) and also a Facebook page. The 
project also has links to a professional film unit. It is the projects intention to document the work and 
development of community and church projects, sharing ideas, new initiatives and good practice. A pilot film 
about attitudes to migrant workers in Lincolnshire is already available on YouTube. 
 
Lincoln University outreach group within the Business School helped with the development of a series of 
courses across South Holland in 2012 for community members to learn, discern and respond to needs within 
their communities. 
 
The report Holistic Mission: Social Action and the Church of England, published by ResPublica, was launched 
in 2013 at Lambeth Palace by the Archbishop of Canterbury and can be downloaded from here. 
 
In the 4 years since the inception of the work there have been two or three partners meeting every year to 
explore and highlight these issues and move them on, predominately focussing on the specifics of  
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information, discussion and. The themes covered so far include the effects and consequences of the 2013 
Universal Welfare Reform Act, Rural Isolation and Transport Poverty and most recently the current state of 
Migration and Employment, as well as Housing and the impact of the Mental Health and Dementia within the 
NHS and County. 
 
The result of the work has led to the creation of the first full time industrial chaplain in South Lincolnshire 
who was appointed in October 2014. They work in industry, with Lincolnshire Police as Chaplain and with 
Boston College Multi Faith Centre. They have during this time also supported the new development of Food 
Banks, Youth Centres, Street Pastors, Credit Unions as well as involvement in the government sponsored 
Alchemy Project in Boston 2013 encouraging cultural harmony in the Boston multi-racial area. 
 
The work and activity has developed a continuity and insight into the proclamation of Social Injustice and the 
right to equality and dignity in the area and they are able to work alongside secular groups and agencies for 
mission. 
 
For further details please contact jonathan.sibley3@btinternet.com. 
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