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 TELL US YOUR STORIES! 
We’d love to hear about what you did to mark Rural 
Mission Sunday! The diversity of rural churches and 
their communities means that there’s a huge amount of 
creativity around and we like nothing more than sharing 
stories of the amazing and creative ways in which the 
rural church is being celebrated. 

The easiest way to share your feedback is to go to  
germinate.net/rms-2018-feedback and follow the links 
to our feedback form and tell us what you got up to. 
Alternatively, you can email rms@germinate.net or even 
send us a letter!

 RURAL MISSION SUNDAY 2018  
 GROWING TOGETHER 

Suggestions for further reading
HOPE: The Heartbeat of Mission  
(HOPE Together)

Calling People of Goodwill: The Bible and the  
Common Good 
(The Bible Society, 2017)  

 INTRODUCTION 

Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the 
life of the rural church. We know that rural Christians 
can and do make a real difference to their communities. 
However, that is not always how it feels; we can often feel 
overshadowed by larger urban and suburban churches. 
So it’s important to stop, reflect on what we do and give 
thanks.

Growth can mean different things to different people, 
particularly in the context of our lives as Christians. We 
grow in our relationships with each other as we spend time 
together week by week. We grow in our relationships with 
God as we engage in discipleship. And we grow in number 
as we share with our friends and neighbours the good 
news of Jesus. 

As you celebrate Rural Mission Sunday 2018 our prayer is 
that you will experience growth in all of these ways! 

This booklet includes: 
•  What does it mean to grow together? 

An overview of some key Bible passages which have 
shaped the Church’s understanding of growth and 
community; you may choose to draw on these for the 
teaching element of your service on Rural Mission 
Sunday  

•  Practical opportunities to grow together 
Some ideas of ways in which your church might grow 
together through Rural Mission Sunday

•  Shaping your church service 
A service outline plus songs and prayers suggestions 
– build a Rural Mission Sunday service that works for 
your community

While Rural Mission Sunday itself takes place on 15 July, you 
can use this material at any time and in the way that’s most 
appropriate to your church and community. The material in 
this booklet is supplemented by the Rural Mission Sunday 
section of our website (germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday) 
and you should feel completely free to use as much or as little 
of it as you’d like!
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 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO GROW TOGETHER? 

 GROWING TOGETHER AS A  
 LOCAL CHURCH 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27: One body with many parts 

The image of the body is a familiar picture of the church 
which emphasises the need for unity; people from different 
backgrounds with differing gifts come together as the body of 
Christ.

Everyone has a gift, but no one has all the gifts. No one can 
say they are not needed and nobody’s gift can be rejected. 
This idea of unity and variety is fundamental. It is also a 
reminder that our faith can only truly be worked out in 
community with others. By coming together to support and 
learn from each other we can model aspects of grace and 
show something of God to the wider community.

What gifts do those in your church have?

How can you use the gifts you have for God’s mission in your 
community?

 GROWING TOGETHER WITH  
 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Mark 10:13-16: Jesus blesses little children 

This passage is often used in services of infant baptism or 
dedication and celebrates the counter-cultural welcome Jesus 
extended to children, to the dismay of even his closest friends. 
But it also speaks of discipleship, a timely reminder to adults 
that the kingdom of heaven is not about status or power but is 
to be received as a gift, not earned or grasped as a right. 

What can we learn from children in our community?

How might our congregations be transformed if we considered 
children and young people to be the church of today, not the 
church of tomorrow?

 GROWING IN NUMBER 
Acts 2:42-47: The Fellowship of the believers 

The story of the early church reminds us that radical ‘togetherness’ leads to numerical growth. Those at the core of 
this new community had been transformed by their experience of sharing in Jesus’ earthly ministry, by witnessing his 
resurrection and by the empowering of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Now they are leading a new community whose shared 
way of life is so inspiring that ‘the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved’. This community is 
telling a new story to those with whom they live and work, and this story is changing lives and drawing new people into 
that community.  

How might you share your faith with others by telling the life-changing story of Jesus in new ways in your community?

What changes might you need to make to your life together to help encourage people to explore faith?

 COULD YOU HELP US ENABLE  
 OTHERS TO GROW TOGETHER? 
We’d be really grateful if you would consider using Rural Mission Sunday as an opportunity to financially support the 
work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre by taking up an offering during your service on Sunday 15 July. We’re entirely 
funded by our supporters so it’s the generosity of local churches and others that enables us to continue to find imaginative 
and creative ways of supporting local churches and their communities. 

You can send your contribution electronically via our website (germinate.net/donate) or by cheque, made payable to The 
Arthur Rank Centre. For more information, please contact Susie Carr (susiec@germinate.net, 024 7685 3060).

 SUNDAY 15 JULY 2018
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 GROWING TOGETHER WITH  
 OTHERS IN OUR COMMUNITIES 
Jeremiah 29:7

God’s people are in exile in Babylon, a strange land. They are 
there under duress, not out of choice. They miss the temple 
and all it represents about their relationship with God. Jeremiah 
sends a letter in which he not only encourages them to pray for 
the people who hold them captive but to work for the good of the 
place and the community in which they find themselves. 

Are there people in your community who feel like they are in a 
‘strange land’? How might you help them?

How might you work with local partners for the physical and 
social good of your community?

 GROWING TOGETHER  
 AS A TEAM 
Mark 6:6-13: Jesus sends out the Twelve

(This is the Gospel reading for Sunday 15 July from the Roman 
Catholic lectionary.) 

This passage is a powerful reminder of the kind of leadership 
Jesus modelled during his ministry. He calls his disciples as 
individuals, invites the whole group to join him in his mission 
and then sends them out in teams. It is not enough for us to 
watch Jesus and be amazed at what he does; we are called to 
join in!

We are to go ‘from village to village’ in the name of Jesus, 
knowing that the Spirit will have been there before us and will 
continue to work after we have played our part. But we also go 
with others; this is a task for teams!

How can we proclaim the good news together for the sake of the 
kingdom?

 GROWING TOGETHER ACROSS  DENOMINATIONS 
John 17:20-26: Jesus prays for all believers

Having shared his last supper with his disciples, Jesus begins to pray. The prayer climaxes as he prays for his future followers: 
us! He prays that we ‘might be one so that the world might believe’.

This is a huge challenge; working together isn’t something we do to make our resources go further but because it is 
fundamental to communicating the good news of who Jesus is. We are called to unity with Christians from other churches, 
communities and denominations because that’s how we change the world. 

How might you celebrate Rural Mission Sunday with those from other denominations? 

What one thing could your church do this year with a church from another denomination? 
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 PRACTICAL OPPORTUNITIES  
 TO GROW TOGETHER 
Last year Rural Mission Sunday challenged you to consider ways in which you might welcome your community  
into your church. This year we are turning that challenge on its head and encouraging you to consider where you  
might go to join in with others!

 …THROUGH PRAYER  
 AND WORSHIP 
If your community has more than one church, why not join 
together for worship on Rural Mission Sunday? Use this 
opportunity to explore the ways in which different churches – 
and different denominations – celebrate their identity as rural 
churches.

 …THROUGH SAYING  
 THANK YOU 
Say thank you to those in your community by giving a small 
gift or card to all those who make a difference to community 
life. These might include parish councillors, the lollipop lady 
(or gentleman!), refuse collectors, police community support 
officers, teachers – the list is endless!

 …THROUGH GIVING GIFTS 
If you live in a particularly small community – or you have a 
particularly large congregation! – you could bake a small gift 
for each household in the village and leave it on the doorstep 
with a note of blessing from your church.

 …THROUGH CELEBRATING  
 YOUR COMMUNITY 
If your village has a community fete or fun day, consider how 
you might contribute something to that event rather than 
organising your own. Why not host a prayer space or offer to 
run the refreshment tent? 

 …THROUGH EXTENDING  
 HOSPITALITY 
If your church building hosts activities run by those outside 
of the congregation – a adult’s exercise class or community 
nursery, for example – why not offer to provide refreshments or 
even host an afternoon tea for them?

 

 

Our website contains lots more ideas for practical 
ways in which you can grow together, alongside  
some suggestions of other resources you may like to 
use and stories of churches who have pushed the 
boat out and tried new things! Go to  
germinate.net/rms-2018-materials

We’d love to hear about the creative stuff you get up to 
for Rural Mission Sunday! Send us your stories via our 
feedback form germinate.net/rms-2018-feedback

 SUNDAY 15 JULY 2018
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Here you’ll find a service outline and some suggestions of songs and prayers on the theme of growing together that you 
might like to include. 

In response to feedback from churches that participated in Rural Mission Sunday 2017 we have included a collect, short 
preface and post-Communion prayer to make it easy for you to hold a growing together-themed Eucharistic service on 
Rural Mission Sunday.

When you’re planning your service don’t forget to think carefully about how to introduce each item; things we so often take 
for granted – like when to stand up and sit down, when to refer to a service book or sheet – can be completely alien to 
visitors. Clear explanations are a really important part of our welcome! 

 SHAPING YOUR CHURCH SERVICE 

 SERVICE OUTLINE 
Introduction and Welcome

Song

Opening prayers

Reading  
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27 or another of the passages explored 
earlier in this material) 

Children’s talk or activity (where appropriate)

Song

A talk about the reading you have chosen 
 (Do you have any stories from your own church or community 
that you can use to illustrate your talk? Don’t forget to ask the 
permission of those involved if appropriate!)

Song

Prayers for your community 
 (If you felt able to pray for Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 
at this point, we’d be really grateful! You can find out about 
current projects and events by visiting our website, germinate.
net.)

Song 
(Could you take up an offering for the work of Germinate: 
Arthur Rank Centre?)

Prayer of Blessing

Sometimes our church buildings and our regular routine of services - which are very familiar to us - can actually be 
a barrier to those we’d like to invite to church. Why not start your service planning by thinking about those from the 
community that you’d like to invite - school children, farmers, second-home families, etc. - and consider how you might 
make your service more attractive to them? Last year, Rural Mission Sunday services took place in a whole variety of 
brilliant places including local farms and a vicarage garden! Other churches changed the time of their service to make it 
easier for people like farmers to get to.

What easy changes would make your service more appealing to those who don’t usually come along?
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 SUNDAY 15 JULY 2018

 PRAYERS 
If your service is an Anglican service of communion, you  
may wish to include the following prayers written especially  
for Rural Mission Sunday 2018 by Revd Canon Dr Jean 
Coates, Germinate Trustee and Rural Officer for Dorset. 

Collect for Rural Mission Sunday 2018
Generous God
you have called us to grow together in your service
Forgive all that tears us apart and 
give us courage to work together 
to discover that unity which is your will
that we may enable our rural communities to flourish

Short preface (which may be inserted into 
the Eucharistic Prayer)

And now we give you thanks
that you invite us to share with one another the task
of bringing your love to others
in our communities, in our families
and amongst all our partners

Post-Communion prayer
Lord Jesus Christ
Teach us to walk in your ways in trust
To walk together in love
And strengthen us in service and in sharing the gospel
with all your people and especially in our rural 
communities

You may wish to use the following prayer 
during your service: 

Prayer of adoration
Creator God,
the natural world sings your praises.
We see you reflected in every living thing.
Give us eyes to see you in those around us
and ears to hear your call.
May we grow into the people you formed us to be,
ready to share your love with those we meet.
In Jesus’name,
Amen

 SONGS AND HYMNS 
Growing in the church
God is here as we his people meet to offer praise and prayer 
(Fred Pratt Green)
Jesus calls us here to meet him (John L Bell and Graham 
Maule)

Growing with other denominations
The church’s one foundation (Samuel John Stone)
Come all who look to Christ today (Richard Jones)

Growing with your community
Longing for light, we wait in darkness (Bernadette Farrell)
It is God who holds the nations in the hollow of his hand (Fred 
Pratt Green)

Children’s songs
Isn’t it good to be together? (Alan Price)

 SUGGESTED CONTENT FOR YOUR SERVICE 
This section contains prayers and songs that you may wish to use as part of your Rural Mission Sunday  
service and our website contains even more material – go to germinate.net/rms-2018-materials.

On our website you can also find extensive children’s resources, prepared for Germinate by Nicola Grieves, Children’s 
and Youth Development Officer for the Eastern Synod of the United Reformed Church.

You can find more prayers and a longer list of suggested 
hymns and songs at germinate.net/rms-2018-materials
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Web: germinate.net
Email: rms@germinate.net

Tel: 024 7685 3060

Find us on Facebook  /RuralMissionSunday  •  Follow us on Twitter  /RuralMissSunday

Subscribe to Country Way magazine for more rural church resources 
germinate.net/country-way

For more information about the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank 
Centre and access to our wide range of resources for rural mission and 

ministry please visit germinate.net or email info@germinate.net.

This material has been prepared by Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer 
for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches, and Louise Davis, 

Germinate’s Projects and Communications Officer.


