
 

 

 
 
 
The seed for this ministry was sown in me as I sat listening to Liz Ogborne speak at the 2016 Germinate 
Conference.  
 
Liz was talking about Prayer Spaces in Schools (prayerspacesinschools.com), where they encouraged pupils to 
write a prayer on a cut-out of their hand and hang it on a tree as a way of praying. As Liz was talking I was 
grabbed by the idea and began to think how it might come to life where I live and minister. Vyrnwy Mission Area 
is in Powys, mid-Wales, consists of seven rural communities, their churches, people and outlying properties, and 
stretches from the village of Llansantffraid-yn-Mechain, close to the border with England in the east, to the 
community of Llanwddyn and Lake Vyrnwy in the west.  
 
I was thinking about how we could translate Liz’s schools’ initiative to agricultural shows and other community 
events. Over the following months this seed was nurtured and shared with others in the Mission Area, and in 
time our Mobile Sacred Space/pop-up church project emerged. The ministry was officially launched when we 
gathered people from all seven churches together to celebrated Rural Mission Sunday on 30 July, a little after the 
‘official’ date, but one which worked better for us! 
 
In the five weeks following its launch, and in various incarnations, the space (affectionately known as ‘The Tent’ 
by those involved) visited Llanfyllin Show, Llwydiarth Summer Fair and Strawberry Tea, Llanfechain Show and 
Llanwddyn Folk Music Festival, providing visitors with the opportunity to write a prayer and hang it on the Prayer 
Tree. Children received a copy of the Bible Society’s book The Super Cool Story of Jesus, and all were enabled to 
find out a little more about the Mission Area and how we seek to be present in the communities we serve. 
 
Having started with the approach that Liz shared at the conference, we have adapted the practicalities slightly to 
address and, hopefully, appeal to a wider age-profile by providing ready-made, pre-strung cut-outs of hands for 
prayers. We also distribute leaflets which explain who we are and how to contact us, and include prayers that 
people may like to use.  
 
On each occasion people engaged with the space, writing prayers on a whole range of themes: for those who 
were President/Chair of the events to those dealing with septic tank issues, and everything in between! Those 
who helped run the project had some significant conversations with people. We were also able to offer welcome 
shelter from the rain when necessary, and simply enjoying being present at these events, talking with people 
and praying for those in our communities, providing the opportunity for people to encounter God and hear the 
good news of Jesus Christ. We believe it has helped us to engage with people in the locality – many of whom we 
wouldn’t usually encounter in any other setting – encouraging them to know that the church is there for all.  
 
We thank God for all that happened as a result of this project this year, and are already making adjustments and 
plans for next! 
 
Revd Hermione Morris 
Vyrnwy Mission Area 
St Asaph Diocese, Church in Wales 
 
 
This article first appeared in Country Way 77: Rural Isolation and Loneliness, February 2018. Go to 
germinate.net/country-way  for more information about how to subscribe. 
 

The Tent and the Tree 

http://www.germinate.net/country-way

