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SPECIAL OFFER!

Make the most of Reform’s valuable contribution to church life by taking up this 
special offer – three magazines for just £1! Each issue of Reform has a Bible study, 
Christian art and inspiring stories of local church mission. We’ve also got new hymns, 
poems, discussion material and so much more. 

Our readers say:

“I always look forward to its lively writing and thoughtful Christian comment.
             It stirs and supports our life as a Church.”       
   – John Proctor, United Reformed Church General Secretary.

“One of the most intelligent, relevant and helpful Christian publications around.”
   – Christina Rees, Church of England General Synod member.

What’re you waiting for?! Get Reform for your church, to inspire and inform its 
ministry and mission.

RESOURCE
YOUR CHURCH

To get the next three issues of Reform for just £1, visit reform.escosubs.co.uk 
and enter the promotional code COUNTRYWAY before checking out. 

Alternatively call 01371 851 886.

Especially for Country Way readers, we’re offering a Direct Debit subscription of three 
issues for just £1. If you cancel your subscription before receiving the third magazine, 
you’ll pay nothing more. If you continue with the subscription, you’ll be charged for 
an annual subscription (currently £28 for ten issues).

 GET THREE 

ISSUES FOR

JUST £1!
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Book review: 
•.Messy.Parables

Resources reviews including: 
•.Christian.Enquiry.agency
•.Talking.Jesus
•.Messy.Christmas:.angels.on.Escalators
•.Journey.to.Bethlehem

RESouRCES.

SHaRIng.FaITH.



.BooK.REVIEWS.

.MESSy.PaRaBLES.By.MaRTIn.PaynE.
Messy Parables 
Martin Payne 
BRF 2017
ISBN 978 0 85746 5504

For some the celebration (worship) time at Messy Church can be the most 
difficult: what do we say and how do we say it? The Bible is packed with good 
stories but there is an art to storytelling; those who do it well make it look easy.

Messy Parables focuses on some of the best stories in the Bible and gives hints 
and ideas as to how best to use them. Each parable is helpfully unpacked 
so the storyteller can get to the heart of what it is about. Readers are also 
encouraged to go back to the text for themselves since no matter how well we 
know a parable there is always something new to hear.

The book uses a variety of ways to tell the stories and each has an 
accompanying prayer activity. This is definitely not a last-minute book, since it 
requires time to think and plan how to use the materials most effectively. 

Revd Elizabeth Clark
National Rural Officer for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches 

.RESouRCES.REVIEWS.

.CHRISTIan.EnQuIRy.agEnCy.
Christianity.org.uk
Almost effortless evangelism! 

How can rural churches help passers-by to find out 
more about Christianity? 

Up to 1000 people every day visit Christianity.org.uk. 
When people visit the website and click ‘Find out more’ 
they can receive an individual response. 

•	A	personal	answer	to	a	question

•	Prayer	for	any	needs	

•	Help	to	find	a	local	church

•	A	free	Gospel	of	Luke	in	a	colourful	magazine	format

Christianity.org.uk is run by the Christian Enquiry 
Agency and backed by Churches Together in England. 
It offers answers to a range of questions such as ‘Who 
is Jesus? ‘Can you prove God exists?’ ‘Why do people 
suffer when they don’t deserve it?’ and many more.

Rural churches might not be staffed, but a poster outside might be read by hundreds of people who pass by. Visit our website to find out 
more about how we can help you and your church share faith with those in your community. 

If you would like to receive a free sample pack with invitations cards and other resources from the Christian Enquiry Agency, please send 
your name, address and church contact details to peter@christianenquiryagency.org.uk. Also, you can sign up at christianenquiryagency.
org.uk/sign-up to receive six emails a year with ideas on how to use Christianity.org.uk.



.TaLKIng.JESuS.
talkingjesus.org
Have you seen Talking Jesus? Fortunately, it is not some awful 
doll or keepsake but an exciting and helpful report. It is the biggest 
research project of its kind into Jesus, Christians and evangelism in 
England.

What do people in this nation know and believe about Jesus? 
What do they really think of us, his followers? Are we talking 
about Jesus enough? And when we are, are we drawing people 
closer towards him, or further away?

These are just some of the questions this research project asked 
and the answers are rather surprising. The aim was to help 
Christians to have millions more sensitive, positive, culturally-
relevant conversations about Jesus that could be deeply effective in 
sharing faith with others. This is important because: 

44% of practising Christians credit their friends for introducing them 
to Jesus

and 

36% of practising Christians say talking to a Christian about Jesus 
was important in their coming to faith.

Also:

31% of 18 to 34-year-olds 
felt more positive about Jesus 
after such a conversation

The general population of 
England describe Jesus as: 
spiritual, loving and peaceful 
but one in four (25%) of 18 
to 34-year-olds think Jesus 
was a mythical or fictional 
character

Many rural Christians 
are deeply involved in 
rural community life and 
events. The relationship, 
friendships and networks of belonging provide 
opportunity to talk about the Christian faith and the person, in the 
right way at the right time. This research helps us understand more 
about how others may already think about Jesus. Find out more at 
talkingjesus.org.

.a.RHyTHM.oF.MISSIon.
germinate.net / hopetogether.org.uk 
Rural churches are at their best when they are at the heart of their community. The 
Rhythm of Mission suggests opportunities throughout the year when churches can 
look to serve the community in ways which help spread the good news. This cycle 
not only follows the liturgical calendar, but also the school year and the seasons. It 
is intended to help you think about when might be a good point to do certain things. 
Harvest, Plough Sunday and Rogation are good markers in the year for agricultural 
services and an opportunity to invite special groups of people and different organisations 
to participate. There are other national events such as Thy Kingdom Come or Back to 
Church Sunday in which rural churches can participate. HOPE is encouraging to get 
involved in work and actions to make Jesus known. What can you do? Search ‘Rhythm 
of Mission’ at germinate.net and hopetogether.org.uk for ideas and more information. 

.SEaSon.oF.InVITaTIon.
A welcoming church is vital but we also 
need to invite people too. 

Season of Invitation began life as Back 
to Church Sunday, an annual opportunity 
for churches to invite people to come to 
church. Now the aim is to move from one 
invitational service to five: starting with 
Back to Church Sunday in September, 
followed by October Harvest, Remembrance 
in November, Advent and Christmas.

Research has shown that people are much 
more likely to come to church and keep 
coming if they are invited several times.

Do search YouTube for Michael Harvey 
‘Season of Invitation’ videos. These will tell 
you more about this approach, why it is 
important and how helpful it can be. Could 
you play the three minute summary video 

during a service so the regular congregation 
can engage with the idea and get more 
involved?

Michael Harvey says, ‘We are so Christian 
about inviting that we do the thinking for 
our friends: “Will my friends want to come 
to this? No!” So we save them the bother 
of saying no to a question we don’t want to 
ask them.’

A key point is that success is for one 
person to invite one person. How 
they respond is up to God. 

Archbishop Justin Welby 
says, ‘First pray. Ask 
God to give you 
the opportunity 
to suggest to 
someone that they 

might come to church with you. Secondly, 
ask them along. It’s that simple. And you’ll 
be astonished at what God does.’

For the invitational services, think ‘ordinary 
with a sparkle’ all age events and provide: 

	 •			Name	badges	for	the	clergy	
and welcome team and ensure 
those leading the service 
introduce themselves

	 •			Clear	and	helpful	instructions	
from the front

	 •		Refreshments



 Web: germinate.net  |  email: info@germinate.net  |  tel: 024 7685 3060
Find.us.on.Facebook. ./germinateaRC..•..Follow.us.on.Twitter. ./germinateaRC

.angELS.on.ESCaLaToRS.
messychurch.org.uk
Christmas is the time to celebrate God reaching out to the edges 
by coming to earth as a baby. The Messy Church network keeps 
reaching out to those edges too. This Christmas, after the very 
successful Messy Nativity Trails of previous years, we’re inviting 
Messy Churches to join in a fun venture: Angels On Escalators! 
While the nativity angel costumes are out, get your Messy families 
together all dressed as angels (cricket whites or other white clothes 
are just fine if you don’t do robes), trek to the local shopping centre 
and make a short film of you all going up and down the escalators to send to us at BRF. Have some Messy Christmas 
flyers ready to give out to passers-by who ask what on earth you’re doing. Not only does this fun stunt show the fun of 
Messy Church, but it also illustrates God present in the everyday local community. And as the January magazine session 
is on the theme of Jacob’s dream, those short films will be a wonderful visual for that story too!

.JouRnEy.To.BETHLEHEM.–.

.FREE.CaRoLS.BooKLET.
biblesociety.org.uk / hopetogether.org.uk
The Christmas journeys of Mary, Joseph and the angels feature 
in a new, specially-designed souvenir carols programme.

HOPE, Bible Society, Sports Chaplaincy UK, Integrity Music 
and iSingWorship have worked together to produce Journey 
to Bethlehem, a free eight-page carols booklet and easy-to-
use music app with words and backing tracks for the carols. 
The booklet includes ten favourite carols, an explanation of 
the Christmas story and beautiful illustrations by artist Emma 
Skerratt. It can be used singing carols door-to-door, in church 
carol services, on the streets with sing-along flashmobs, or at 
large-scale community carol services in sports stadia. Copies 
are available from Bible Society (biblesociety.org.uk) and HOPE 
(hopetogether.org.uk).
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Thank you for singing  along on our Journey to Bethlehem this Christmas!
Please keep this souvenir programme  as a gift from Bible Society, HOPE, Sports Chaplaincy UK and Integrity Music.

The birth of Jesus isn’t the end of the journey. You can explore the rest of  what Jesus said and did through the  four gospels of his first followers: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,  which are found in the Bible.

If you’re new to the Bible, then  this might help you find out how  explore the Bible:  
biblesociety.org.uk/new-to-the-Bible 
You can find out more  about the Christian faith  at christianity.org.uk  or at a church near you.

More copies of this booklet can  be ordered from cpo.org.uk

The illustrations 
are by artist 
Emma Skerratt. 
Emma says 
‘It’s been great 
to re-read the 
Christmas story 
while doing 
these illustrations and remind myself why I should be thankful for the greatest gift of all.’

You can find out how to get your own exclusive Bible Society calendar, also designed by Emma Skerratt, on the inside back cover.

Jesus is  
the Greek form of 
Joshua meaning  
‘The Lord saves’.
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