
 

 

 
 

 
O Lord, how manifold are your works!  
In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. Psalm 104: 26  
 
Almighty God,  
we thank you for the beauty and glory of your creation ;  
we praise you for your holiness and grace;  
we acknowledge our responsibility to animals  
and for our use of the created world.  
In particular today we want to thank you for that special relationship  
between horse and rider that has been a feature of so many societies  
throughout the ages and into our own time. 
 
But, first of all, we pray for your forgiveness because of our part in sins  
of thoughtlessness and cruelty towards animal life.  
 

Almighty God,  
you have given us temporary lordship of your beautiful creation.   
But we have misused our power,  
turned away from responsibility and marred your image in us.   
Forgive us, true Lord,  
especially for our callousness and cruelty to animals. 
Help us to follow the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who expressed power in humility and lordship in loving service.   
Enable us, by your Spirit, to walk in newness of life, healing injury, avoiding wrong and making peace 
with all your creatures. 
 

Eternally forgiving God in your everlasting love, pardon and restore us,  
and make us one with you in your new creation. Amen. 
 
All  Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
 O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
  
You are clothed with majesty and honour,  
wrapped in light as in a garment. 
The sun knows the time for its setting.  
You make darkness that it may be night. 
 
All  Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
 O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
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O Lord, how manifold are your works!  
In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created,  
and you renew the face of the earth. 
 
All  Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
 O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
 
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;  
may the Lord rejoice in his works; 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  
I will make music to my God while I have my being. 
 
All  Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
 O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness! 
 
Reading: Genesis 1:27-28 
 

God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
 
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.’ 

 
God and Man and ‘every living thing’ 
 
God created human beings; we are part of the created natural world. 
 
However, God created us special, in God’s image, in order that we might rule over the natural world of 
which we are one part. This is our true human vocation. Our rule is meant to be wise and kind, like God’s 
own rule; our rule is meant to be personal and involved, following the example of Jesus, Immanuel, God 
with us. For many people their closest involvement with non-human creation is through horses and riding. 
 
Today we celebrate that involvement as we come to ask a blessing on both horse(s) and rider(s). May we 
learn to discharge our duty to God’s world with the respect, care and love that we see in the best examples 
of those who care for horses and for all those involved in the equine industry. 
 
May Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
bless this/these animal(s), protect them from cruelty  
and grant them with us a share in the redemption of your creation.  
Amen.   
 
 
This service was originally developed by Captain Gordon Banks Church Army (Stafford Area Mission & 

Growth Partner), Revd Tony Ingleby and Duchy College (Stoke Climsland). 


