
 

 

 
 

 
Rural churches across the UK are developing creative and innovative ways of engaging with their communities. 
Here are a few stories we’ve heard over the last few months… 
 
 
Friendship, Food and Faith at Rochford Village Hall 
 
Friendship, Food and Faith runs over six weeks and takes the form of a meal followed by conversation around 
one of the themes of the Emmaus course (chpublishing.co.uk, search ‘Emmaus’). At the end of each evening the 
Emmaus handout is available to participants so they can see what we would have done if we'd followed the 
course ‘properly’. Most pick up the handouts and some even look at them between sessions! We run it annually 
and it's been significant in people growing in faith. Responses vary, from ‘After 49 years, something has clicked’ 
to ‘I've had a wonderful time and enjoyed the food and the company, but I still don't believe’. 
 
Robert Barlow  
Priest-in-Charge, Teme Valley South, Diocese of Worcester 
 
 
Café Church at St. Bartholomew's Church, Church Minshull 
 
In September 2015 we started a Café Church service to replace our Evensong which had declining attendance, 
launching with an open Sunday at which we served coffee and cake to 35 people. We now have a team of four 
who put together a monthly service that has grown in strength.  
 
At our last service we talked about building walls and discussed how we could reach out to our community 
rather than isolating ourselves. One of the suggestions was to print good news in our magazine and on our 
church and village websites. 
 
John Headon 
Churchwarden and Café Church Team Member  
 
 
Queen’s 90th birthday and Christmas in Hernes 
 
Last year our village marked the Queen’s 90th birthday by lighting a beacon. The pub provided a marquee in 
which they served bangers and burgers and the evening finished with a simple firework display. This event 
generated more interest in our regular programme of annual events as well as new initiatives. 
 
At the beginning of November we had a bring-your-own lunch followed by the opportunity to make pomanders 
to help decorate our small church for Christmas. It was a great success and we’ve been asked to repeat the 
event this year! 
 
This spring we’ve taken part in the Great British Spring Clean (greatbritishspringclean.org.uk) in March and a dog 
walk on St. George’s Day in April.  
 
Gillian Ovey 
Farming Community Network & Diocesan Rural Officer - Henley Deanery, Diocesan Rural Team 

Rural Roundup  



 

 

 
 
 
 
Building a tent at St Mary’s Hemingbrough 
 
What do you do when you worship in a church which has the reputation as one of the coldest in the Diocese? St 
Mary’s Hemingbrough is a 12th century stone church of grand proportions. Originally built as a collegiate church 
with 16 priestly monks, it still serves as the parish church for the villages of Cliffe, Hemingbrough and South 
Duffield, east of Selby in North Yorkshire.    
 
A legacy helped us to supplement the heating, raising the maximum winter temperature from 8o to 10o. Then we 
had a bright idea: create a tent around the choir! For a relatively low cost we are able to put curtains round the 
congregation. These cut down the draughts and help us to get to 12o: we think that that is positively balmy! 
 
Francis Loftus 
Priest-in-Charge, St Mary’s Hemingbrough 
 
 
The last edition of Country Way included an extensive survey in which readers were encouraged to tell us about 
great examples of rural mission and ministry. Here’s a sample of the responses we received… 
 

Our Trash and Treasures initiative recycled unwanted items and raised as much as £10,000 in a 

weekend for the church and charities! 

Soupa Lunch: once a month, soup, sandwich and pudding for the elderly and anyone else who wants to 

come.  

Open The Book is becoming a popular part of the church’s involvement in schools.  

Our lambing service, held on a farm, has grown from 50 to 130 in ten years.  

In a ‘dying’ church I resurrected the harvest supper; after two years we no longer have sufficient room! 

Having a water supply, toilets and kitchen facilities installed in an isolated rural church has enabled 

greater use of the building for worship as well as hosting around twelve weddings a year. The kitchen is 

also open daily for use by visitors and walkers. 

Our annual holiday week for 6-14s has been running for over thirty years in our benefice of ten parishes.  

Our Messy Church is in its fourth year and draws in many unchurched families.  

We have a community allotment, run by our part-time church liaison worker, which welcomes those 

with learning difficulties, those excluded from school, and those referred by care agencies. 

Two churches in our group have recently opened their doors to do nothing more sophisticated than to 

offer a warm welcome to people by giving away tea and cake. The uptake has been spectacular. 

 

This article first appeared in Country Way 75: Everybody Welcome, June 2017. Go to germinate.net/country-way 

for more information about how to subscribe. 
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