
 

 

 
 

 
Chaz was on the run from prison and went to visit his ex-girlfriend who told him she had become a 

Christian. He writes:  

‘She told me that God loved me and could change my life if I would ask him in to my heart. She told 

me that God wanted to forgive my past and this is why Jesus died on the cross. That night I thought 

about what she had said. I was sick of my life and wanted to change, but knew I couldn't do it on 

my own. The next day I handed myself in at the police station and they took me to Lincoln prison. 

When I arrived, I put my name down for chapel. The next day I went to chapel and gave my life to 

Jesus. 

‘That was five years ago. Now I help bring hope, love, and restoration into broken lives working for 

Lighthouse as senior support worker. God has blessed me with a great evangelist mentor, which 

has opened the doors for me to share my story to others in prison, telling them of the good news of 

Jesus and what he can do in their lives. God truly restores the years the locusts have eaten.’ 

Chaz’s story is just one of 40 included in a new book being compiled for Prison Hope as part of a two-year 

project to link churches with their local prison. 

When Jesus tells the story of the sheep and the goats recorded in Matthew 25, he makes it clear that prison 

visiting is on his agenda for the church. But few churches know how to link with a local prison. Many 

prisons are in rural locations, so partnership with rural churches is vital. Prison ministry is a mission 

opportunity, but what’s involved and what difference can churches make? 

The aim of Prison Hope is that by the end of 2018, many more churches will be supporting and praying for 

their local prison, and many more volunteers will be involved with organisations doing great work in 

prisons and beyond.  

Most volunteers get involved with prisons on the outside and might never actually visit a prison. Gaining 

the security clearance to volunteer inside prison usually takes many months. But there are many 

opportunities to support prisoners, ex-prisoners and their families. 

Three steps to link with Prison Hope  

1. Start praying regularly for prisons, prisoners, people leaving prison, people who are impacted by a 

family member in prison and for those who work in prison 

2. Sign up at prisonhope.org.uk to receive regular updates about Prison Hope, or to find out how you 

can get involved 

3. If you already have contact with your local prison, pass on your ideas on what works best via the 

Prison Hope website (prisonhope.org.uk) 

 

Prison Hope is a partnership between denominations, prison chaplains and organisations involved with 

prisoners, former prisoners and their families. It has the backing of church leaders, ministries and is part of 

HOPE’s big mission year in 2018. 

When I was in prison… 
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This article first appeared in Country Way 75: Everybody Welcome, June 2017. Go to germinate.net/country-

way for more information about how to subscribe. 
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