
 

 

 
 

 
‘A trip to Sutton-under-Brailes is always a good one! Being in the open fields and fresh air is 

amazing and very different to Coventry.’  

St Catherine’s Stoke Aldermoor is in an urban priority area of Coventry. The church was planted on the 

Aldermoor estate about seventy years ago and has recently moved from an old redundant church to 

temporary buildings on a piece of land in the centre of the estate. The congregation is a mix of all ages. In 

addition to bible and prayer groups the building is used daily for a variety of activities including the 

foodbank, cooking club, youth activities, parent and toddler groups, a weekly welcoming group for anyone 

who feels isolated. It is a very welcoming church, full of friendship and love. 

St Thomas a Becket Sutton-under-Brailes’ building and surroundings couldn’t be more different. We are a 

very small village with less than eighty residents in a beautiful area of south Warwickshire. Our church 

building dates from the 12th century.  It is the only public building in the village but because it has a 

traditional layout inside it is difficult to use it for anything other than worship and a weekly prayer group.  

There are many contrasts between St Catherine’s and St Thomas’ but we have our faith, love and friendship 

in common. 

Our link started in 2000 when St Thomas’ held a Christian Christmas tree festival to celebrate the 

Millennium. The decorated trees told the story of our faith from Creation through to the Cross and 

Resurrection. We wanted to show that we had a living faith so we contacted St Catherine’s who were keen 

to reach out to their community but had limited resources. 

Rogation Sunday is the highlight of St Catherine’s visits to Sutton and both congregations are enriched. We 

serve lunch in the church, and everyone can then wander around our quiet village. Our rogation service is 

conducted around the village stopping in an orchard, a farmyard, then through the fields to a lake, the 

stream and back to church for the final worship and tea and cake! 

One of St Catherine’s churchwardens recently said how wonderful it was for their young people to visit an 

ancient village church. She loved seeing the joy on their faces as they played on the village green. One 

young person said how much they enjoyed the fresh air, proper community area and wonderful scenery. St 

Thomas’ gains so much seeing young people enjoying their freedom around our village and worshiping with 

a wonderfully diverse community.  

One of St Catherine’s sums up their visits: 

‘We always receive such a wonderful, warm welcome. It is always good to see how different life in 

a village church can be to that in a town. The history and architecture of all the buildings and the 

way of life is so different to ours. The link with St Thomas’ make us feel that we are not alone and 

we really value their support and friendship.’ 
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This article first appeared in Country Way 75: Everybody Welcome, June 2017. Go to germinate.net/country-

way  for more information about how to subscribe. 
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