
 

 

 
 

 
Having read Ephesians 3: 16-19 I asked the question, 

‘So what links are there between these words and the 

tree we have just created?’ We were standing in a 

traditional barn, having just brought from the 

woodland on the farm some branches, twigs, leaves 

and heather to produce our own collage of a tree. ‘It 

talks about the importance of the roots,’ suggested 

one of the primary school aged girls present. And 

having already tried to find the highest and broadest 

trees in the wood, we now thought more about how 

it is the unseen part beneath the surface which 

provides stability and healthy growth – both in the 

tree and in Christ’s love. 

Moor Church is a quarterly family-friendly informal act of worship up on Dartmoor, organised by Ashburton 

Methodist Church in partnership with various other local Christians. We shape our worship around 5 words, 

which are explored in different ways according to our theme for the day: Gathering (something to grab our 

attention as people arrive and to introduce our theme); Doing (using the moor as our resource for a family-

friendly activity); Sharing (the fruit of activities if we have been in more than one group; maybe something 

of our own thoughts and feelings; something from the scriptures); Praying (it would hardly be worship  

otherwise, would it?!); and Celebrating (often in the form of singing – for after all, our worship is about 

Good News, and the moor is a wonderful place to experience and celebrate the wonder of God). 

The Methodist and Anglican Churches, between them and together, try to provide a family- and child-

friendly service most Sundays to complement the monthly joint Messy Church (which is held after school 

on a Thursday). Moor Church takes place, then, as a part of this pattern when there are 5 Sundays in the 

month – whether that be in the depths of winter or the height of summer! We have now completed more 

than a calendar year and have experienced all the seasons. As well as helping to build relationships with 

families in the Ashburton area, Moor Church is also often attended by groups of young people from London 

when they stay at the local farm-based Christian charity at East Shallowford. 
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