
 

 

 
 
 
In his inaugural address as President of the Methodist Conference in Southport in 2015, Revd Steve Wild 
challenged each Methodist church in Britain to aim to bring just one person to faith in the coming year, 
saying:  
 

‘Let's take God seriously. I want to help us in the task of evangelism, to put mission on the agenda 
and give our churches an aim to win a person for Christ.’ 

 
Earlier that same year Wild’s challenge was echoed by Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, who stated 
in the inaugural Lambeth Lecture that ‘the best decision anyone can ever make is to become a disciple of 
Jesus Christ’. 
 
So what does this dual call to evangelism and disciple-making mean for rural churches?  
 
Britain’s ‘post-Christendom’ context means that mission and evangelism are no longer the sole preserve of 
those who like ‘that sort of thing’; instead they are integral to what it means to ‘be church’. 
 
Journey to Faith is part of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre’s provision for churches wanting to engage 
with the challenges and opportunities of evangelism in rural contexts. The course helps to build on the faith 
journey of those we might call ‘cradle Christians’ who have always been part of the church. It also 
acknowledges that Britain can no longer be accurately described as a ‘Christian country’, with more and 
more people growing up with little or no knowledge of the Christian faith. We may lament such a passing, 
but that does not change the reality of what we are facing.  
 
In a rural context working with the grain of season and cycles and the rhythms and patterns which form the 
backdrop of rural life can be an effective tool to share the good news of Jesus with those who don’t yet 
know him. Journey to Faith offers insights into how both well-established church festivals and specifically 
rural seasons – Plough Sunday, Rogation, Harvest – can be used by rural churches to engage and build 
relationships with their communities.  
 
For others, recognising the unique opportunities and challenges of their context can be transformative; this 
was certainly the case for one tiny Methodist Chapel in Polzeath, Cornwall. The demise of the Chapel 
looked imminent and the land would certainly sell for a good price but the faithful remnant had other 
ideas. They embraced the concept of fresh expressions of church and in 2006 Tubestation was launched 
(tubestation.org). They now faithfully serve the surfing community and the local community with a 
completely refurbished building that includes a very comfortable café and lounge area.  
 
We are currently reviewing and revising Journey to Faith, retaining all that is valuable and updating it to 
make it fit for purpose, and hope that it will be available by the end of the 2017. In the meantime, the 
original version is still available from the Germinate website (germinate.net/mission/journey-to-faith). 
 
It is our hope that the newly revised Journey to Faith will honour the past, help people engage with the 
present reality and equip people to offer a real hope for the future.  
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This article first appeared in Country Way 76: Sharing Faith, October 2017. Go to germinate.net/country-
way  for more information about how to subscribe. 
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