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Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the life
of the rural church. We know that rural Christians can and do
make a real difference to their communities. However, that is
not always how it feels; we can often feel overshadowed by
larger urban and suburban churches. So it’s important to stop,
reflect on what we do and give thanks.
We chose this year’s theme of hospitality and welcome long
before the seismic national and international events of the
last year unfolded but it now seems particularly pertinent.
Rural churches usually are hospitable and welcoming but
this material will nudge you to really think about what being
welcoming means for your community.
While Rural Mission Sunday itself takes place on 16 July, you
can use this material at any time and in the way that’s most
appropriate to your church and community. The material in
this booklet is supplemented by the Rural Mission Sunday
section of our website (germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday)
and you should feel completely free to use as much or as little
of it as you’d like!

Tell us your stories!
We’d love to hear about what you did to mark Rural
Mission Sunday! The diversity of rural churches and
their communities means that there’s a huge amount of
creativity around and we like nothing more than sharing
stories of the amazing and creative ways in which the
rural church is being celebrated.
The easiest way to share your feedback is to go to
germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday and follow the links
to our feedback form and tell us what you got up to.
Alternatively, you can email rms@germinate.net or even
send us a letter!

Suggestions for further reading

This booklet includes:

• What is Christian hospitality?
	An overview of some key themes and Bible passages that
have shaped the Christian understanding of hospitality
and welcome – you may choose to draw on these for the
teaching element of your service on Rural Mission Sunday
• Practical expressions of radical hospitality
	Some ideas of ways in which your church could extend
hospitality and welcome to those in your community
• Shaping your church service
	A service outline plus songs and prayers suggestions –
build a Rural Mission Sunday service that works for your
community

Could you help us enable
others to make
Everybody Welcome?
We’d be really grateful if you would consider using
Rural Mission Sunday as an opportunity to financially
support the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre
by taking up an offering during your service on Sunday
16 July. We’re entirely funded by our supporters so it’s
the generosity of local churches and others that enables
us to continue to find imaginative and creative ways of
supporting local churches and their communities.
You can send your contribution electronically
via our website (germinate.net/donate) or by cheque,
made payable to The Arthur Rank Centre.
For more information, please contact Louise Davis
(louised@germinate.net, 024 7685 3060).

Craddock, FB: Luke (1990) • Pohl, CD: Making Room (1999) • Sutherland, A: I Was A Stranger (2006)
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What is Christian hospitality?
The term hospitality has become
domesticated over the years. For most
of us it conjures up a picture of inviting
family and friends for a meal. However,
the Christian practice of hospitality
has much more radical roots. Arthur
Sutherland puts it this way:
In the light of Jesus’ life, death,
resurrection, and return, Christian
hospitality is the intentional,

responsible, and caring act of
welcoming or visiting, in either public
or private places, those who are
strangers, enemies, or distressed,
without regard for reciprocation.
This challenging and far reaching
definition is a long way from a dinner
party for friends! It reminds us that in
offering hospitality we seek to be like
Christ.

We can’t hope to fully unpack what
this will mean in one service so we’ve
chosen three dimensions to focus on:
Christian hospitality…
…enables us to meet with God
…should have no limits
…challenges us to see people through
God’s eyes

Christian hospitality enables us to meet with God
Genesis 18:1-15: Abraham, Sarah and three strangers
This story about Abraham and Sarah meeting God is complex to say the least. We are told in verse one that the Lord
appeared to Abraham. We then go on to read of Abraham and Sarah offering hospitality to three strangers and being
given some life changing news. But at the heart of this complex story is hospitality given and received, which results in
an encounter with God. For those who like pictures, the famous Rublev Icon (www.wellsprings.org.uk/rublevs_icon/trinity)
may convey the depth of this encounter in ways that words cannot.
Luke 24:13-31: The disciples on the road to Emmaus
This account of the disciples on the road to Emmaus is rich with meaning and inspiration. As the disciples invite the
stranger in and share a meal with him they recognise the risen Christ. The encounter begins as they walk together but
moves to a deeper revelation as they offer hospitality. Luke’s use of language to describe Christ’s actions with the bread –
he took, blessed, broke and gave – have deliberate echoes of the last supper and of the communion service. What began
as a seemingly chance encounter on a journey home becomes something much deeper as they share food. However, it
began with ‘an act of hospitality, an invitation to a stranger by those who prepared the table.’ (Craddock 1990, p286)

Christian hospitality should have no limits
Luke 14:12-14: Jesus eats
with Pharisees

Luke 10:25-37: The parable of the
Good Samaritan

Having been invited to meet and
eat with a group of Pharisees, Jesus
explains that true hospitality isn’t
about inviting people who can repay
us or about securing an advantage for
ourselves. Jesus is clear we should
invite those who have the greatest need
regardless of who they are. This is not
about providing for the needs of the
poor but meeting them as equals over
shared food. This is a radical change,
both in our understanding of hospitality
and in the way, we see others.

The story of the Good Samaritan
pushes the boundaries around the idea
of neighbour. It is perhaps hard for
us to realise how radical this story is,
when the hated outsider stops to do
something the righteous God-fearers
won’t or can’t. For Luke, this story
becomes an example of ‘acting in love
which is without preference or partiality
and which expects nothing in return.’
(Craddock, 1990, p151)

Luke 19:1-10 Jesus and Zaccheus
The story of Zaccheus is the basis
for the children’s material which is
available as a separate document from
our website. In it we see Zacchaeus, a
failed ‘son of Abraham’, returned to his
rightful place as he offers hospitality to
Jesus and is transformed.
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Christian hospitality challenges us to see people
through God’s eyes
Matthew 25: 31-40: The parable of the sheep and the goats
This parable of the sheep and the goats is a story of
judgement. The criteria for making the judgement are what
people have or have not done for those in need. There
has been much debate over who the sheep and the goats
represent in this parable. We would suggest that what is
important is the challenge to care for others regardless of who
they are. Jesus is consistent in reminding us that love and
care shouldn’t be limited to ‘people like us’.

Those who are being judged respond in surprise with the
phrase, ‘when did we see you?’ The key to providing authentic
hospitality is to see Christ in those to whom we offer that
hospitality and from whom we receive it. We are to see them
as our sisters and brothers. Anything less risks reducing those
we help to objects of pity for whom we provide care rather
than hospitality. Hospitality is two way: we learn and receive
as well as give.

We suggest that you consider using one of these passages as the basis for your sermon or 
teaching slot on Rural Mission Sunday.

EVERYBODY WELCOME!
Practical expressions of
radical hospitality
Host a community event

What?

What sort of community event might attract people in your
area? Could it be an afternoon tea or a barbeque or other
social event? What works in one place won’t necessarily work
in another so make sure you choose something that will suit
your community.

When?

We’d encourage you to hold your event the same weekend as
Rural Mission Sunday but you don’t have to! Make sure you
hold your event at a time when the greatest number of people
are able to come.

Who?

The important thing is to be as inclusive as possible so think
about how you can welcome those who don’t usually come to
church events. You might want to consider sending personal
invitations to people. You may need to provide transport
for some in your community. Make sure you publicise it in
different ways from posters to social media.

Cost?

Ideally the event would be free but if you need to
charge then please make it clear in your advertising
and invitations so people are not worried about the
cost. We would encourage you to consider paying
for an event like this out of your church’s mission or
outreach budget.
Alternatively, many Church of England dioceses have
small grant funds which support churches who want
to engage in local mission and other denominations
may well have similar schemes; a quick Google search
should provide some local leads to pursue!
There are some grant-making bodies who provide small
grants for events such as these; visit germinate.net/
rural-mission-sunday to find some suggestions.

Compile a welcome pack
When people move into a new area they don’t always know what facilities and activities the community has. A pack of useful
information can be a really practical way of making sure new people feel welcome and could include:
• Details of local facilities such as a shop or the village hall or pub
• The nearest doctor, dentist and school and appropriate contact information
• Details of any groups that meet in the village and appropriate contact information
• Information about local public transport and taxi companies
• Don’t forget information about church services and activities!
What you would like to know if you were new to your community?
Contact your parish council to see if they already have such a resource. If they do, can you help make it available to new
comers? Calling round with a welcome pack and a bunch of flowers is a great way of getting to know people new to the village!
If a welcome pack doesn’t already exist why not work with the parish council to produce one?

A place for those not already included
Social isolation is now a real problem for our society as a whole, but the challenges can be even more significant in rural
areas. It’s not just a problem faced by older people. Who might feel isolated in your community? Could you make your
church building available for those wanting to start a new group? Could your church community start an activity for those
who are isolated?
You can find more information on rural isolation, and ideas for tackling it in local communities, by visiting germinate.net
and searching ‘rural isolation’.
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Shaping your church service
Here you’ll find a service outline and some suggestions of songs and prayers on the theme of hospitality and welcome that
you might like to include.
Don’t forget to think carefully about how to introduce each item; things we so often take for granted – like when to stand
up and sit down, when to refer to a service book or sheet – can be completely alien to visitors. Clear explanations are a
really important part of our welcome!

Service outline
Introduction and Welcome
If you have the facilities, you could show a brief
light-hearted video like this #LetsEat campaign from
Canadian food manufacturer, President’s Choice:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDuA9OPyp6I
or go to YouTube and search ‘Let’s Eat’

Song
Opening prayers
Reading
We suggest one from the list in this material, ideally Luke
19 (Jesus and Zaccheus) if you are planning to include a
children’s talk or activity

Children’s talk or activity
(where appropriate)

Song
Talk/sermon
Use one of the readings we have suggested.
Do you have any stories from your own church or community
that you can use to illustrate your talk? Don’t forget to ask the
permission of those involved if appropriate!

Song
Prayers for you community
If you felt able to pray for Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre
at this point, we’d be really grateful! You can find out
about current projects and events by visiting our website,
germinate.net.

Song
Could you take up an offering for the work of Germinate:
Arthur Rank Centre?

Prayer of Blessing

This section contains prayers and songs that you may
wish to use as part of your Rural Mission Sunday service and our website
contains even more material – go to germinate.net/rural-mission-sunday.
You can also find an extensive Rural Mission Sunday children’s resource on our website. This material, prepared
exclusively for Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre by Nicola Grieves. Nicola is the Children’s and Youth Development
Officer for the Eastern Synod of the United Reformed Church, one of the most rural areas of England. She has a wealth
of experience in youth and children’s work, both delivering it herself and encouraging and supporting others to do so.

Prayers
A prayer from the Rt Revd Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury
Creator God,
through whose word all things came into being, and by whose
power all is sustained. Your creation renews inspires awe and
worship, strengthens us with hope and calls to us to wonder
at your mystery.
We pray that, filled with the Spirit who leads us to Christ, you
would open our eyes to see your gifts and open our hearts
that we may share them with others.
May the churches across our countryside be centres of
community, places of welcome and human warmth, and
channels of the hospitable love offered us in Jesus.
We pray this prayer in His holy name.

Loving God, when we have not met but missed you in each
other,
Forgive us.
When we have limited our welcome to those like us,
Forgive us.
When we have turned away from those who need our help,
Forgive us.
Silence
Send us out as forgiven people,
ready to share the unconditional love
you have for us with all those we meet.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Amen.

Ideas for prayers for the community
• Use a map of your community as the focus of your prayers
• Encourage members of the congregation to take photographs of the area in which they live and use these in prayer
• Make a list of groups, activities and amenities in your community and pray for them
• Install a prayer box somewhere in the community and collect the prayers and concerns of your community

Blessing
May God bless you (us) with love.
May the Son walk with you (us) on the journey.
May the Spirt inspire you (us) to welcome those
you (we) meet.
In the name of Jesus
Amen.

Suggested songs
A new commandment (Anon)
Brother, sister let me serve you (Richard Gillard)
Christ be our light (Bernadette Farrell)
God is here as we his people (Fred Pratt Green)
Jesus, Jesu (Tom Colvin)
Jesus Christ is waiting (John Bell and Graham Maule)
Let us build a house where love can dwell (Marty Haugen)
Sisters and brothers with one voice (John Bell and Graham Maule)
The Kingdom of God (Bryn Rees)
The love of God comes close (John Bell and Graham Maule)
When I needed a neighbour (Sidney Carter)
Would you walk by on the other side? (Pamela M Vernall)
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For more information about the work of Germinate: The Arthur Rank
Centre, and to access our wide range of resources for rural mission and
ministry, please visit germinate.net or email info@germinate.net.

Web: www.germinate.net
Email: rms@germinate.net
Tel: 024 7685 3060
Find us on Facebook

/RuralMissionSunday • Follow us on Twitter

/RuralMissSunday

Subscribe to Country Way magazine for more rural church resources
germinate.net/country-way

