
 

 

 
 

Lammastide is an ancient Christian festival which many villages and farming communities have re-
discovered in recent years. 
It is the festival at which thanks are given to God for the start of the harvest, and corn and bread are 
offered as symbols of this thanksgiving. 
Lammas is an Anglo-Saxon word for 'loaf' which is followed by 'mass' to indicate a Christian festival at 
which the Eucharist or Communion is celebrated. 
 
Speaker 1: Let us praise God: 
  For the rich soil of the countryside, 
  and drills drawn straight across the field; 
  for the green corn springing out of the earth, 
  and the warm sweetness of the rain: 
  Let us praise God. 
 
Speaker 1: For the power of tractors 
  and for all the machines that ease our labour;  
  and for the skill of those who gather the harvest:  

Let us praise God. 
 
Speaker 2: Let us praise God: 
  for all who work on the farm and in the field;  
  for their hope and courage 
  in days of difficulty and disappointment: 

Let us praise God. 
 
Speaker 2: For those who, often unnoticed and unsung,  
  provide their fellow-citizens with the means of life,  
  for the salvation of town and country: 
  Let us praise God. 
 
Speaker 3: For all who take the true craftsman's pride in the work they do, 
  and know the satisfaction that comes 
  from a hard day's work well done: 
  Let us praise God. 
 
Speaker 3: For the bread given us as our daily food, 
  and for that Bread of Life 
  which we receive at the Lord's table: 
  Let us praise God. 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
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  Praise him all creatures here below. 
  Praise him above, Angelic host, 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Offering of grain and bread 
  In the name of the farmers and farm workers of our community,  
  I bring this sheaf of corn, the first fruits of our harvest.  
  We offer it to Almighty God and pray for his blessing on the  
  gathering of all our crops. 
  The sheaf of corn is presented at the altar. 
 

In the name of the people of our community, I bring this loaf made from the ears of ripe 
corn.  We offer it to God, and pray for his blessing on our homes and our families, on the 
food we eat and the work we do, and on all the daily life of our communities. 

  The loaf of bread is presented at the altar. 
 

Thanks are offered for the grain, the bread and the offerings of money. 
Yours Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory and splendour and the majesty, for 
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

  All things come from you and of your own do we give you. 
 

O God, who has made heaven and earth, 
  and all that is in them, 
  we pray you to bless these fruits of harvest 
  and to multiply them abundantly. 
  We pray for seasonable weather 
  that this year's harvest may be a plentiful one. 

Rejoicing in your gifts, we offer our thanks to your divine Majesty, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

  Amen. 
 
Taken from a service by St Mary and All Saints Great Budworth 

 


