
 

 

 
Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

Background 
Lammastide corresponds to the Hebrew Feast of Weeks when a sheaf of the first of the barley harvest 
was offered (Leviticus 23: 9ff., Numbers 28: 26 - 31, Deuteronomy 16: 10,16) and Lammas Day itself is 
August 1st. The word ‘Lammas’ first appears in the writings of King Alfred and is thought to be derived 
from a English word for ‘loaf’ followed by ‘mass’.  In the early English church it was customary to 
consecrate bread made from the first-ripe corn on this day, probably in thanksgiving for the harvest.   

 
Today 
It is not easy to celebrate in the traditional way, by bringing in a sheaf of corn and a loaf baked by the 
local baker, but the offering of these is still included in the following service.  However the service 
could also take place without that section or with a loaf (baked from local flour if possible) and offered 
by the person who has baked it. 
  

Hymn   
‘Praise and thanksgiving, Father we offer’ or 
‘O worship the King’ (HO&N 393) or 
‘Eat this bread’ (Taizé) 
 

Old Testament Reading (Deuteronomy 26: 1-4   NIV) 

When you have entered the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and have taken 
possession of it and settled in it, take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the 
land and put them in a basket.  Then go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling 
for his Name and say to the priest in office at the time, ‘I declare today to the Lord your God that I have 
come to the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us’. 
 

Psalm (Based on Psalm 65) 

O God of our salvation, 
in whom all put their trust. 
You established the mountains by your power,  
you silence the roaring of the seas. 
You care for the land and water it; 
you enrich it abundantly. 
The streams of God are filled with water   
to provide the people with corn, 
You drench its furrows and level its ridges; 
you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 
You crown the year with your bounty, 
The grasslands of the desert overflow; 
The hills are clothed with gladness. 
and the meadows are covered with flocks. 

Lammastide 



 

 

The valleys are mantled with corn 
so that they shout for joy and sing. 

 
New Testament Reading (John 6: 5-12 NIV) 

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we 
buy bread for these people to eat?’    He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he 
was going to do.  Philip answered him, ‘Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each to 
have a bite!’  Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?’  Jesus said, ‘Make the 
people sit down’.  There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand 
of them.  Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much 
as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to the 
disciples, ‘Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be wasted.’ 
        
or (2 Corinthians 9: 6-11 REB) 
Remember: sow sparingly, and you will reap sparingly; sow bountifully, and you will reap bountifully.  
All should give as they have decided for themselves; there should be no reluctance, no sense of 
compulsion; God loves a cheerful giver. And it is in God's power to provide you with all good gifts in 
abundance, so that, with every need always met to the full, you may have something to spare for every 
good cause;  as scripture says: ‘God lavishes his gifts on the needy; his benevolence lasts for ever.’  
Now he who provides seed for sowing and bread for food will provide the seed for you to sow; he will 
multiply it and swell the harvest of your benevolence, and you will always be rich enough to be 
generous. Through our action such generosity will issue in thanksgiving to God. 
 
The congregation stands                         
1st Speaker: Let us praise God: 
  for the rich soil of the countryside,  
  and drills drawn straight across the field;   
  for the green corn springing out of the earth,  
  and the warm sweetness of the rain:        
  Let us praise God. 
  For the power of tractors  
  and for all the machines that ease our labour;  
  and for the skill of those who gather the harvest:           
  Let us praise God.   
2nd Speaker: Let us praise God: 
  for all who work on the farm and in the field;   
  for their hope and courage  
  in days of difficulty and disappointment:  
  Let us praise God.     
  For those who, often unnoticed and unsung,  
  provide their fellow citizens with the means of life,  
  for the salvation of town and country:      
  Let us praise God.    
3rd Speaker: For all who take the true craftsman’s pride 
  in the work they do,  
  and know the satisfaction that comes 
  from a hard day’s work  well done:      
  Let us praise God.    
  For the bread given us as our daily food,     



 

 

  and for that Bread of Life 
  which we receive at the Lord’s table:       
  Let us praise God. 
All sing:        Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,               
  Praise him, all creatures here below.            
  Praise him above, Angelic host,           
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 

Hymn     
‘Bread of the world in mercy broken’ (HO&N 68) or 
‘I am the bread of life’ (HO&N 222) 
 

Offering of grain and bread 
A farmer and a baker or farmer’s wife come up during the hymn carrying a sheaf of corn and a loaf of 
bread. They may be followed by other farmers, family members, farm workers or members of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs.                      
 
Farmer: In the name of the farmers and farm workers of our community, I bring this sheaf of corn, the 

first-fruits of our harvest. We offer it to Almighty God and pray for his blessing on the 
ingathering of all our crops.                     

 
The farmer presents the sheaf at the altar table. 
Baker or farmer’s Wife: In the name of the people of our community, I bring this loaf made from the 

first ears of the ripe corn.  We offer it to God, and pray for his blessing on our 
homes and our families, on the food we eat and the work we do, and on all the 
daily life of our village.         

The baker or farmer’s wife presents it at the altar table     
All things come from you, and of your own have we given you. 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you.          
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.          
We lift them to the Lord   
Let us give thanks to our Lord God.          
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places, 
give you thanks and praise,  
eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son.  
We thank you because you have set us  
in the midst of your bounteous creation  
and called us to be fellow-workers with you;  
we thank you because you have ripened our first-fruits  
with the rain of heaven, and the warmth of the sun. 
Glory be to you, O Lord most high.   
Amen.         
 

Prayer 
Let us pray 
O God, who has made heaven and earth,  



 

 

and all that is in them,   
we pray you to bless these first-fruits of harvest  
and to multiply them abundantly.   
we pray for seasonable weather  
that this year’s harvest may be a plentiful one.   
Rejoicing in your gifts, may we offer our thanks  
to your divine Majesty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
or 
O God, whose Son blessed the loaves 
that were brought to him: 
bless this bread made from your gift in creation; 
that those who live nearby and those who live far off 
may share in your bounty 
and find health for body, mind and spirit. 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is the true bread which comes down from heaven  
and gives life and salvation to the world.   
Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us evermore.  Amen.           
 
All return to their seats.                     

An Address or Talk may be given 

 

Hymn     
‘To Thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise  (HO&N 524) or 
‘We plough the fields and scatter’ (HO&N 534) or 
‘You shall go out with joy’ (HO&N 571) 
 

Blessing 
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