
 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Service for creation including blessing the animals 
 
The ancient festival of Lammas held on or near August 1st celebrates the first fruits and grains 
harvested each year. Our ancestors cut the first ripe corn, ground it into flour and baked it into small 
loaves; these were presented at the Festival of First Fruits or Lammas from ‘Loaf Mass’ in thanksgiving 
to God. 
 

Welcome 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

Hymn 
 
This service in the woods is a chance to give thanks to God for his marvellous gifts. 
Let us stand still for a moment and use all our senses… listen to the sounds of the wind in the trees, 
and the birds and animals we share this place with –  
breathe deeply, the fresh air and smells of the countryside –  
use your eyes to wonder at the patterns, the colours, the movement of leaves and branches –  
use your fingers to stroke fur or handle bracken. 
 
Be still a moment and wonder… 
 
Meister Eckhart a theologian who lived 800 years ago, said: 
God is in all things. 
Every creature is full of God and is a book about God. 
Every creature is a word of God. 
If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature – even a caterpillar – I would never have to prepare a 
sermon. So full of God is every creature! 
 
But sometimes we stop wondering, we stop noticing – and sometimes we grab, and spoil, and destroy, 
and act selfishly. 
Then we need to take some time to be sorry and ask the one who made the world so beautifully  to 
forgive us. 
 
Creator God, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly and acted 
ungratefully. 
Sometimes we are thoughtless and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy, forgive us and help us. 
Amen 
 

Lammas in the Woods 



 

 

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour, forgive us our sins and 
make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen 
 

Peruvian Gloria 
 
Collect Prayer 
Holy God, Creator of all, 
 your generosity and love are beyond our wildest imaginings. 
Your power threw the stars into the sky, 
and yet you cradle the most delicate of flowers. 
You made the long-necked giraffe and the slimy snail, 
the humming bird and the white whale, 
and you set us in the midst of the wonder and beauty of your creation.  
Help us to respect and care for all creatures, great and small  
and to see your hand behind the marvellous variety of creation.    
Amen 
 

Reading   
 
Hymn 
 

Stand for the Gospel Reading 
 
Address 
 

Blessing the Animals 
N may God’s blessing be on you and all who care for you,  
now and forever.  
Amen 
 

Sharing the Peace  
The peace of the Lord always with you 
And also with you 
 

Intercessions   
 
Offertory Hymn     
 
Thanksgiving Prayer from Kenya 
Is the Father with us?  
Yes! 
Is the Christ among us?  
Yes! 
Is the Spirit here?  
Yes! 
Now who is our God?  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 



 

 

And who are we? 
A faithful people 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise 
 
It is our delight to give you thanks most Holy God.  
Let the heavens be joyful and the earth be glad 
We bless you for creation for your promises of hope and 
for Jesus Christ in whom your fullness dwells 
 
Born of Mary, he shares our life.  
Eating with sinners, he welcomes us.  
Guiding his children, he leads us. 
Visiting the sick, he heals us  
Dying on the cross, he saves us  
Risen from the dead, he gives new life. 
Living with you, he prays for us. 
 
With thanksgiving, we take this bread and this cup 
and proclaim the death and resurrection of the Lord. 
Receive our sacrifice of praise. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and on this bread and wine  
that they and we may be the Body of our Lord. 
 
Among friends gathered around a table, Jesus took the bread, broke it and said,  
This is my body broken for you...  
Take and eat it in remembrance of me. 
 
And later he took the cup of wine and said...  
This is my blood, shed for you...  
It is the new relationship with God, made possible because of my death… 
 drink it in remembrance of me. 
Amen, we are brothers and sisters, 
We have died together... We will rise together... We will live together. 
 
Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast. 
Inspire us to care for the earth ... 
to nourish the hungry... to be makers of peace, 
Encourage us with hope and unite us in faith 
so that we may serve you as your faithful disciples 
until the fullness of your kingdom comes. 
We praise you, Eternal God, through Christ your Word made 
flesh, in the Holy and Life Giving Spirit, 
Now and forever,     
Amen. 
 
Let us pray 
Our Father in heaven 



 

 

hallowed be your name, your Kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen 
 

The breaking of the bread and the invitation 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
We who are many are one body  
for we all share in the one bread. 
The things of God for the people of God.  
 
All are welcome to come forward to receive bread and wine or a blessing 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Almighty God, our Great Elder, 
We have sat at your feet,  
learnt from your word and eaten from your table. 
Send us out to live and work in your world  
for your praise and glory   
Amen 
 

Hymn 
 
Blessing 
May God bless the sun that is above us,  
The earth that is below us 
The creatures all around us and lead us into all peace 
In the name of the Holy Three, 
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 
Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ    
Amen 

 


