
 

 

 
Previously rehearsed members of the congregation come to the front of the church, bringing tokens of 
the harvest as indicated below, and stand in line, facing the minister, offering these tokens in turn with 
words as indicated, the whole congregation responding with appropriate texts (not to be rushed). 
 
Our church is decorated for this Festival with things which remind us of the abundance of the earth, 
and of the great goodness of God, shown to us as the seasons pass, and in the whole of his Creation.  
We give to God our heartfelt thanks as we bring these token offerings of our gratitude: - 
 

Soil 
We bring a sample of the good earth of our fields and gardens, a symbol of all that God has created. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God, let all the peoples praise you.  
Then the earth will yield its fruitfulness, and God, our God, will bless us.      
(Psalm 67) 
                                                       

Water    
We bring a simple glass of water, symbol of our dependence upon God for life, and of the new life he 
gives us in baptism. 
You tend the earth and water it. You drench its furrows, you soften it with showers and bless its 
early growth.   
(Psalm 65) 
 

Roots 
We bring the harvest of potatoes and carrots, swedes and beetroots, root crops for mankind and 
animals. 
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its 
roots by the stream.  
(Jeremiah 17)  
 

Fruits 
We bring the harvest of apples and pears, blackberries, oranges, bananas and produce from around 
the world, brought to us by the labours and ingenuity of many people. 
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth fruit trees of every kind.’ And it was so.  
(Genesis 1) 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.  
(Galatians 5) 

 
Greens    

We bring the harvest of lettuces and cabbages, peas and beans, salads, hops and grasses from the 
pastures. 
 

Harvest Presentation 
of gifts 



 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 
beside still waters; he restores my soul.  
(Psalm 27) 
 

Seeds 
The harvest of cornfields, wheat, oats and barley; seeds for next year’s crops, grasses and flowers of 
every kind.   
As the rain comes down from heaven and waters the earth, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall my word be; it shall not return to me empty.  
(Isaiah 55) 
 

Bread and Wine 
We bring these symbols of Communion, with our thanks that as you meet our daily needs, so you also 
meet our spiritual needs in the sacrament of Jesus’ risen life. 
(The collection plate may also be presented) 
 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for everything in 
heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. 
(1 Chron.29)       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The Harvest Offering 2 
 

The Offering of Soil 
Reader: We bring top soil, symbol of that which you have created and sun and rain have nurtured. 
 You have laid the foundations of earth: and the heavens are the work of your fingers. 
Leader: The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it: 

The compass of the world and those that dwell therein. 
 

The Offering of Seed 
Reader: We bring the harvest of seeds for next year's crops. 
 You bring forth grass for the cattle and all things green for us to use. 
Leader: That they may sow their land to yield them fruits of increase: 

He blesses them so that they multiply greatly. 
 

The Offering of Grain 
Reader: We bring the harvest of our cornfields. 
 You prepare the corn, for so you provide the earth. 
Leader: We cannot live by bread alone: 

But by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
 

The Offering of Animal Produce 
Reader: We bring the produce of our dairies, together with wool and leather. 
 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle. 
Leader: You open wide your hand: 

And fill all things with your bounteous gift. 
 

The Offering of Fruit 
Reader: We bring the harvest of apples and pears and the fruits of bush and hedgerow. 
 The tree bears her fruit, the fig tree and vine yield their strength. 
Leader: He gives food to all flesh: 

For his mercy endures for ever. 
 

The Offering of Vegetables and Root Crops 
Reader: We bring the harvest of vegetables. 

 O Lord, you preserve both man and beast; how excellent is your mercy, O God. 
Leader: When you open your hand: 

They are filled with good. 
 

The Offering of Flowers and Vineyards 
Reader: We bring the harvest of flowers and of vineyards. 
 The trees bear their fruit, the fig tree and vine yield their fruit. 
Leader: You bring food out of the earth: 

And wine that makes glad the human heart. 
 

The Gifts of Resourcefulness 
Reader: We bring symbols of the machinery we use, thanking you for your gifts of knowledge and 

invention, enabling us to use more adequately the resources of nature.  God gives food to 
those who fear Him, He remembers His covenant for ever. 



 

 

Leader: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
Those that keep his commandments are of good understanding. 

 

The Offering of Bread 
Reader: In this loaf of bread we bring the harvest of our lands.  For bread is the source of human 

strength and the fruit of human hands. 
Leader: To God, Creator, Redeemer, Judge, we offer back with thanksgiving that which He has given. 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty: for every 
thing in heaven and on earth is yours.  All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you. 

 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, do not forget that the judgement of God is upon us, for any misuse of our 

stewardship, for any neglect of our land, for all waste and adulteration of our food, and for all 
injustice in its distribution that we can prevent.  With our thanksgiving therefore let us ask 
pardon for all failures in our stewardship, and pray God to accept this loaf of daily bread, as a 
sign of our thankfulness, and of our desire to dedicate both our work and our lives to his 
obedience. 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, angelic host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 
O God our Father, we thank you that once again you have fulfilled your gracious promise that, while 
earth remains, seedtime and harvest shall not fail.  We bless you for the kindly fruits of the earth 
which you have given to our use. Teach us, when we pray, that it is not by bread alone that we live; 
and grant us evermore to feed on Him who is the true bread from heaven, even Jesus Christ our 
Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, world without end.  
Amen 
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