
 

 

 
 

A variety of prayers that can be used in multiple harvest settings. Please copyright Germinate: The Arthur Rank 
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Harvest Prayers 



 

 

 
Collect 
God of the heavens and the earth, 
You call us to share in the care of your creation 
And to bring food and fruitfulness from field and farm. 
Hear our prayer for all who 
Make their living on the land 
And make us grateful for the work of their hands 
And for the generosity of your provision.  
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Prayer of Intercession 1 
Gracious God, 
Creator and Sustainer of all life, 
at this season of harvest we give thanks 
for all engaged in the breeding and rearing of livestock 
and pray for them and for the creatures in their care. 
 
We bring before you  
all who are involved in the production of  
cattle for dairy and beef,  
pigs for pork and bacon, 
poultry for eggs and meat, 
and the shepherding of upland and lowland flocks 
for lamb and for wool. 
 
We thank you  
for their determination and their passion, 
for their devoted care of herd and of flock, 
for their pride in high standards of animal  welfare 
and the quality of the food that they produce. 
Father we give thanks 
for all engaged in the breeding and rearing of livestock 
and pray for them and for the creatures in their care 
 
We remember the dedication and knowledge  
that all this demands 
and thank you for the skills  
of stockman and shepherd.  
 
We remember the commitment required  
from them and their families; 
the long nights spent  
calving, lambing and farrowing, 
the tireless patience of tending an ailing beast, 
the dark cold mornings spent milking cows,  
the accepted drudgery of cleaning out a poultry house. 
Father we give thanks 
for all engaged in the breeding and rearing of livestock 
and pray for them and for the creatures in their care 
 
We remember the problems  
that they’ve faced and are facing: 
the scourge of Bovine TB, 
the complexities of increased legislation, 
the threats of violence and intimidation. 
  
As feed costs soar and returns decline, 
as milk sells for less than water, 
and hopes and dreams 



 

 

give way to tiredness and disappointment  
may they find strength and encouragement  
in experiencing your presence  
and in knowing that you, the Good Shepherd 
walk with them and stand by them. 
We remember with gratitude how you do this through  
the Farming Help charities, 
agricultural chaplains and all others who offer support 
and pray for them and for all with whom they work. 
Father we give thanks 
for all engaged in the breeding and rearing of livestock 
and pray for them and for the creatures in their care. 
Amen 
  
Lord Jesus, 
you faced storms of wind and rain 
with friends who were tired and afraid. 
 
Pounded by the gale 
soaked to the skin 
they looked to you  
for reassurance  
and the strength of faith  
to keep going. 
 
We look back on a year 
of extremes; 
of storm and of drought, 
of flooded fields and withered crops,   
of diseased acres and parched soil,  
and we look to you for that same 
reassurance and faith. 
 
Remind us  
that despite everything - 
the fears and frustrations, 
the disappointment and anxiety, 
there has been a harvest. 
Remind us  
that your goodness hasn’t failed, 
that there is still enough food for all 
and none need go hungry. 
 
Forgive us  
where our faith has been weak or non-existent. 
Forgive us 
where our lack of compassion and generosity 
has meant that others have empty stomachs. 
Forgive us 
For being overwhelmed by the storms of nature 
and unmoved by the plight of your children. 



 

 

Father 
Forgive us and renew us. 
Amen  
  
The sheaf of corn 
and the horse drawn plough, 
so often the symbols of the harvest 
but also of an age that is past. 
Help us to see beyond  
the nostalgia and sentiment 
and to celebrate and appreciate 
farming today.  
 
As we give thanks for the earth’s yield, 
for cereals, vegetables and fruit  
for meat, milk and wool, 
help us to praise you for 
the technology and skill, 
the science and expertise 
that have produced this harvest 
and for all who have had a part  
in bringing food to our tables. 
 
Help us to celebrate  
the world of the soil scientist and animal nutritionist, 
the agronomist and the vet, 
the skills of the combine driver and the agricultural engineer, 
the herdsman and the shepherd. 
Above all help us to praise 
and give thanks to you, 
the Creator and Giver of all we now enjoy. 
 
Open our eyes to see all you have done and are doing, 
open our minds to receive all you would share with us, 
open our hearts to know and experience your love. 
In Jesus’ name.   
Amen 
   
Taken from Harvest Prayers 2012 From Revd Dr Gordon Gatward, Germinate: Arthur Rank Centre 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Prayer of Intercession 2 
We pray for 
Those whose lives are caught up with your creation, 
And who work with you in tending and nurturing it. 
Those who even now suffer as a result of the crisis in our countryside. 
Those afraid for their future, 
Those struggling to survive, 
All whose livelihood and existence is under threat. 
 
May they know your presence and be conscious of the help that you bring 
Through both may they find hope for their future. 
For we ask it in Jesus’ name 
Amen 
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Prayer of Intercession 3 

We pray 
For farmers, their families and communities and all who depend on them, 
For all who are worried about tomorrow and facing difficulties today, 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
For agricultural chaplains, support groups and rural churches 
For the communities in which they work and the people to whom they minister 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
For retailers and suppliers  
For all involved in the processing and transporting of food; 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
For urban communities far removed from food production 
For children and young people with little knowledge of where their food comes from 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
For those that go hungry and those who endeavour to feed them, 
For relief agencies and aid workers 
Giving help and healing to those in need, 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
For restraint and fairness in the use of economic power; 
For discernment and a long view in farm policy and decision, 
For justice in world trade, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
For ourselves that we may eat with joy and with care; 
For land and livestock and love for those who care for them, 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
For the ability to appreciate your generosity 
And a readiness to recognise our dependency on each other 
And on you. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
Amen 
 
©Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Prayer of Intercession 4 
We pray for the hungry and the homeless, 
The broken and bereaved. 
For all for whom this day 
Brings sadness and little joy. 
For the lonely and the helpless, 
For those whose hope has been shattered 
And their faith destroyed. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
For the struggling and the oppressed. 
For those without power 
To negotiate or bargain. 
For all whose work goes unrewarded 
Whose produce is undervalued. 
For all who feel unwanted 
Believing their skills are no longer needed. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all who struggle to change the system 
Striving for justice and fair trade. 
Trying to overcome political blindness 
And public insensitivity. 
For all who influence our thinking, 
Our buying and consuming. 
For all who formulate policy 
And manage the market. 
For fairness and compassion 
In all walks of life. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For responsible stewardship 
In our using of your world. 
For sustainable consumption 
As well as production. 
For care for creation 
And compassion for each other. 
Lord, 
May your Kingdom come, 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Amen 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Prayer of Praise and Thanks 1 
 
Leader: Creator and sustainer of all, at this harvest season we gather as your 

people to offer you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 
 
Voice 1: We praise you for the bounty and variety of your creation, 

the succession of the seasons, 
the productiveness of the soil, 
the harvest of land and sea. 
Creating and sustaining God ... 
With wonder in our hearts, we thank you.  

 
Voice 2: Thank you for allowing us to be co-creators with you, 

developing new strains of plants and cross-breeding animals, 
controlling pests and diseases, 
carefully enhancing the fertility of the land, 
growing flowers, fruit and vegetables in garden and allotment, 
trying out new recipes in the kitchen. 

Creating and sustaining God ... 
With wonder in our hearts, we thank you.  
 
Voice 3: We give thanks for all who play their part 

in producing, harvesting, preparing and distributing 
the varied and delicious food that we eat. 

Creating and sustaining God ... 
With wonder in our hearts, we thank you.  
 
Leader: We praise you for feeding us with spiritual as well as material food. 

May we learn to live, not on bread alone, but on your every word. 
May we be nurtured by Christ the Bread of Life, 
and be fruitful branches of Christ the True Vine. 
May we offer his lifegiving water to refresh your world. 

Creating and sustaining God ... 
Recreate us in the image of your Son, our Lord, in whose name we pray.  
Amen.  
 
Taken from Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 
©2000 Jenny Carpenter  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Prayer of Praise and Thanks 2 

As we celebrate our plenty 
And give thanks for our food, 
Father we praise you 
For all you have done and for all you have given. 
 
For shelves that are laden and cupboards that are full. 
For food available, varied, and affordable. 
For taste and for flavour, 
For a healthy appetite 
And the means to satisfy it. 
For all that is symbolised in this Harvest Service 
Creator and Sustainer of all, 
We thank and praise you. 
 
For Provider and Producer, 
God and farmer working together in harmony. 
For all in the food chain, 
From field to factory, 
Retailer to consumer 
Each one depending on the others 
Creator and Sustainer of all, 
We thank and praise you. 
 
For our countryside 
Fertile, diverse and beautiful. 
Supplying so much of what we need; 
Our food, our water, 
Crops for industry, energy and medicine. 
Source of our leisure, relaxation and renewal. 
Creator and Sustainer of all, 
We thank and praise you. 
Amen 
 
©Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Prayer of Praise and Thanks 3 

For the gift of Creation: 
For the enormous: for the tiny 
For refreshment: for a challenge, 
For gentle beauty: for fierce beauty, 
For all the variety of place and season, 
For fruitfulness 
We praise you 
 
For the inheritance in Creation, from generations past: 
For landscape, 
For craft and skill, 
For breed and variety in livestock and crops, 
For wildlife untamed, 
For fertility maintained, 
We praise you 
 
For our existence in Creation: 
For air, 
For space, 
For moisture, 
For food, 
We praise you 
 
For those who represent us all in tending Creation: 
For gardeners, 
For foresters, 
For farmers, 
We praise you 
 
For Christ’s blessing of bread, 
For revealing the divine presence in earthly things 
We praise you 
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Prayer of Praise and Thanks 4 

Father, we thank you 
for all that you have made. 
You chose to create us in your own image.  
You made us stewards of your creation, 
For all that you are, 
for all that you have done, 
for all that you have given 
we offer our humble thanks and praise. 
Amen 
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Prayer of Petition 
Lord God, 
Help us we pray 
To recognise the difference between 
Satisfaction and smugness, 
Being content and being comfortable. 
 
May our expressions of gratitude never 
Deafen us to the cries of those in need 
And in celebrating your love 
May we never forget 
That your love reaches others 
Through us. 
Amen 
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Harvest Prayers for the Countryside 
Country Living 
Lord God, 
At the start of this Harvest service, 
We offer our thanks 
For all that lies before us. 
 
For this day’s potential and its many opportunities 
For worship and praise 
Joy and pleasure, 
Relaxation and contentment, 
Challenge and excitement. 
 
For all the many ways in which you have provided for us 
And enriched and enhanced our lives. 
For the joy and exhilaration of country living and rural past-times. 
For the interests, activities and skills that are represented in this congregation. 
 
Father, for all you have given and continue to give, 
We offer our thanks and praise. 
 
May we never take your gifts for granted, 
Nor show anger and impatience with those who misunderstand and oppose what we do. 
Protect us from all rancour and bitterness 
And help us in all our efforts to help them understand and appreciate 
The life and activities that we so enjoy. 
 
May our pleasures be pure and wholesome, 
Our dealings just and honourable 
Our hopes and ambitions in accord with your will 
 
For we ask this in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 

 
Country Pursuits 

For the sights and sounds of the early morning countryside 
For the trout stream coloured by the rising sun 
The woodland’s stillness broken by a pheasant’s call 
The hillside echoing to a barking stag 
The cry of the gull as it follows the plough 
 
For the sounds and sensations and the emotions they evoke 
Father we thank and praise you. 
 
In that morning hour, when we are alone with you, 
May we learn more of your purpose and become one with your will. 
May we treasure that experience and the Christ who shares it with us. 
May we ever be grateful to those who make the moment and the experience possible. 
Amen 



 

 

  
God of promise 
We remember the springtime barely 7 months ago 
On the knobbly twigs of the horse chestnut tree, tightly furled leaf buds began to appear – pointed, 
green and sticky 
Reminding us you are a God of new beginnings, a God of hope. 
 
We thank you for the springtime of our lives 
A time of first steps and new words 
Of learning and exploring 
When gathering 1800 conkers for no apparent purpose was counted as one of the greatest of life’s 
pleasures. 
 
God of energy 
We remember the summertime that has just passed 
In the bright sun of this year’s summer, the canopy of the horse chestnut tree provided welcome 
shade.  The spreading leaves, like open hands, reminded us you are a God of generosity.  The pink and 
white candelabra flower stems reminded us of your sweetness and mercy. 
 
We thank you for the summertime of our lives 
A time of health and strength 
A time for building homes and families 
Of discovering our identity. 
 
God of abundance 
We celebrate the autumn now upon us 
On the ground beneath the horse chestnut is the fruit of all her labours.  Beneath the prickled green 
armour, the smooth brown conkers in their moist white nests. 
Reminding us you are a God who provides many times over, whose love is deeper than the deepest 
well.  
 
We thank you for the autumn of our lives 
A time for harvesting skills learned 
A time for taking stock of experience 
Of great fruitfulness and wisdom. 
 
God of shelter 
We look forward to the winter soon to come 
The horse chestnut will be skeletal once again – sharp black silhouette against the clear winter skies 
Reminding us that there is beauty in old age and that death is but a prelude to new birth. 
 
We thank you for the winter of our lives 
A time for laying things down 
A time for finding peace within oneself 
And of knowing the rest that can be found in abiding within your love.  Amen. 
 
Rev Rachel Parkinson, Northallerton (This prayer was inspired by her two sons who avidly collected around 1800 
conkers from one horse chestnut this autumn.) 
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Harvest Reflections 
Meditation and Prayer 
Once again the earth has produced her increase. The harvest of grain is drying, ready for feed and bread, the 
harvest of roots in part is lifted, in part awaits the lifting. 
O give thanks to the Lord of Lords. 
For His mercy endures forever. 
 
The harvest of the vine, the grape, the pea, the bean, the harvest of the bush, the gooseberry, the currant, the 
raspberry, the harvest of the tree, the plum, the apple, the pear, are now in part gathered, in part ripening. 
O give thanks to the Lord of Lords. 
For His mercy endures forever. 
 
Vegetables in their variety have yielded crops, and are still yielding, flowers have blossomed and seeded, we 
have food for the winter and food for the market, the fruit of our labour and the gift of God. 
O give thanks to the Lord of Lords. 
For His mercy endures forever. 
 
We have enough, we have laboured to produce the food we enjoy, we have laboured that we might have means 
to purchase the food we enjoy. 
O give thanks to the Lord of Lords. 
For His mercy endures forever. 
 
There are those that have not enough, for whatever the reason they hunger and have not the means to 
purchase relief. 
In your prosperity do not forget the alien and the stranger. 
We will not forget our brother in his need. 
 
And yet there is enough food for all, but it is not always where it is needed, or at a price which can be afforded. 
In your prosperity do not forget the alien and the stranger. 
We will not forget our brother in his need. 
 
Beyond this bread we look to the bread of heaven; beyond this fruit we look to the fruits of eternal life. 
You are worthy, O Lord God, to receive glory and honour and power. 
Because by your will all things were created and have their being.  
 
Beyond the well-fed beasts, beyond the well-cooked meat, beyond the satisfaction of bodily hunger, we look to 
the satisfaction of heart and soul and we welcome the day when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
You are worthy, O Lord God, to receive glory and honour and power. 
Because by your will all things were created and have their being.  
 
Beyond the beauty of the flowers and fruits in all their variety of form and colour, in all the pleasing delight of 
skilful arrangement, we look  to the beauty that does not fade. 
You are worthy, O Lord God, to receive glory and honour and power. 
Because by your will all things were created and have their being.  
 
Beyond all human joy and achievement, we look to the time when our stewardship is completed and the whole 
creation shall rejoice in the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
You are worthy, O Lord God, to receive glory and honour and power. 
Because by your will all things were created and have their being.  
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Harvest Praise 
 
Lord we praise you for the harvest of the fields around… 
For fields of wheat and barley; for oil-seed rape and maize 
For healthy herds, for sheep and pigs 
We give thanks 
 
We praise you for the harvest of local hedgerows 
For the straggling bramble; for black showers of elderberry 
For mushrooms nestling in the dewy grass 
We give thanks 
 
Lord we praise you for the harvest of talents in this church 
For buildings well maintained; for flower arrangements and music 
For responsible stewardship, for charities supported 
We give thanks 
 
We praise you for the harvest of fellowship here at … 
For friends made and support given 
For people with whom to laugh and with whom to weep 
We give thanks 
 
Lord we praise you for the harvest of prayer in this place 
For commitment deepened; for discipleship taken up 
For the cross carried and the burdens borne 
We give thanks 
 
Now Lord we dedicate this festival of harvest thanksgiving to you 
Bless us, strengthen us, unite us in your love.    
Amen 
 
 
Rev Rachel Parkinson, Northallerton. 
©Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
Minister: In the Spring we ask for God's blessing on all growing crops. 

Now in Autumn, our prayers answered, we bring the finest fruits of our harvest in 
thankfulness to God. 

 
1st Speaker: The seed harvest, seeds for clover, grass seeds for hay, the best of this year's corn kept to 

be seed for next year's crops.  God brings forth grass for the cattle. 
 

And green herbs for our need. 
 
2nd Speaker: The harvest of vegetables, potatoes and hops.  The Lord your God shall bless you in all the 

works of your hand. 
 

Therefore we shall surely rejoice and be thankful. 
 
3rd Speaker: The harvest of fruit, apples and flowers.  For these things bless Him who made you 
 

and has replenished us with His good things. 
 
4th Speaker: The harvest of cornfields, the oats and wheat, rye and barley - our daily bread, yet we do 

not live by bread alone, 
 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
 
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power, and the glory and the victory and the majesty.  All 
things come from you, O Lord, and of your own do we give you. 
 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth for evermore. 
 
For the blessing of seed and soil, of rain and sunshine, the changing appearance of the land through 
every season. 
We bless and praise the Lord our God. 
 
For the mist of Autumn mornings, and the keen freshness of an English day, with the smell of frost in 
the air. 
We bless and praise the Lord our God. 
 
For the endless variety of the products of the earth in orchard and garden, field and hedgerow. 
We bless and praise the Lord our God. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, eternal King. 
Who brings forth bread from the earth. 
 
O Lord God Almighty, who has promised that while the earth remains, seedtime and harvest shall 
not cease, we give you hearty thanks for the blessings of harvest which of your bounty we have 
received: and for these and all your mercies we laud and magnify your glorious name. 
Amen 
 



 

 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God for the industry and perseverance, the hard work and 
cheerfulness of farmers and farmworkers. 
We bless and praise the Lord our God. 
 
For those who have designed and built the farmers' machines, for the means of transport, and for all 
involved in land management and environmental care. 
We bless and praise the Lord our God. 
 
For all those who by their skill and labour have helped to supply our food, and all the necessities of life. 
We bless and praise the Lord our God. 
 
O God who is present in every good work undertaken in your name, we thank you for those who 
work hard in the countryside throughout the year, for the strength and skill of farmers and workers 
on the land, and for all who work to provide our food day by day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

The Resolve 
God made this world, and us in His own image, and He pronounced it all very good.  He made it 
beautiful and bountiful, intending us to enjoy it and manage it wisely.  Yet despite God's generous 
provision, we have neglected and misused his creation. 
O Lord, we recognise our failure as guardians of this beautiful planet. We recognise our greed and 
carelessness, which has upset the balance of nature.  Save us from further self-destruction.  Stir us to 
adjust our lifestyles, and to work vigorously towards a healthy environment for every nation. 
 
Let us remember the farming community in this country. 
We pray for those facing an uncertain future and for those who have already been forced out of the 
industry.  We pray for those who are suffering from anxiety and depression.  We pray that you will 
bless the work of the Rural Stress Information Network, the Farm Crisis Network and Rural Minds as 
they seek to bring help and hope. 
 
Let us remember those who lack the necessities of life. 
O Lord, we remember with shame that although there is enough food produced in the world for 
everyone, millions starve.  Forgive us where we have not challenged or changed the economic and 
political systems that produce and maintain such inequalities. 
 
From all laziness, grumbling and discontent, 
From all failure to give of the best that is in us, 
From thinking too much of ourselves, and too little of others, 
Good Lord deliver us. 
 
O Lord God, who has brought us, your servants, one more stage upon our journey, pardon our wrong 
doings in the past, we beseech you, and help us to do better in the days to come, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen 
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Prayer for Farming, Forestry & Fishing 
For farmers, foresters and fishers, their families and communities 
and all who depend on them ... 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 
For farmers who struggle to make a living, especially those who are tenants, 
and those who have large amounts of debt to service ... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For those who maintain high standards of animal husbandry, but are undercut 
by unfair competition and have undergone great suffering over the past months, 
for livestock hauliers and auctioneers, for vets and agricultural advisers ... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For those who are seeking to use agro-chemicals responsibly 
and adopt eco-friendly practices... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For farming families under stress, 
for farm women, for the Women's Food and Farming Union and its work 
in promoting locally produced food and opportunities for diversification... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For support groups - Rural Stress Information Network, Farm Crisis Network 
and Rural Minds, and for agricultural chaplains ... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For foresters, balancing long term investment and short term economic return, 
for the development of sustainable woodland and increased use of coppicing products, 
for the use of trees and hedges to improve the micro climate and bio-diversity... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For fishing communities adapting to massive change, 
for an end to vicious rivalry within the European Community, 
for wisdom in implementing policies that will sustain and renew fish stocks 
while ensuring the viability of fishing businesses... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 
 
For restraint and fairness in the use of economic power,  
for discernment and a long-term view in policy and decision making, 
for a love of creation and a high view of human stewardship... 
Lord, in your mercy...  
hear our prayer 

 
Taken from Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre 
©2000 Jenny Carpenter 



 

 

 

Graces for use at Harvest Suppers and Other Events 
 
May the food that we eat bring us contentment and sustenance,  
May the wine that we drink bring us pleasure and refreshment. 
May the company we share bring us friendship and laughter. 
And may all we enjoy make us grateful and humble 
To God the Creator and giver of all that is good. 
Amen. 
 
May God, the Creator and Provider of all now laid before us, 
fill us with a sense of gratitude not only for his provision, 
but also for the work and commitment of all who have been responsible for growing and preparing this 
food. 
Amen 
 
For the privilege of being concerned with the production of food, 
For the pleasure of living in this beautiful place, 
For the participation we enjoy in this event, 
Lord God, 
For these and all your gifts we give you humble thanks. 
Amen. 
 
Creator God, 
Thank you for the food that we eat and for those who have prepared it, 
May we remember the fears and anxieties of those who have produced it. 
Enjoying the fruits of their labours may we be mindful of their needs and anxieties 
And be continually grateful for their labour and skills. 
Amen   
 
Lord God, 
We celebrate your goodness and give thanks for your care. 
For the food that we eat and for those who have prepared it, 
For the land that has grown it, and for those who have farmed it, 
For this County of ours 
Full of bounty and beauty. 
For all of your gifts 
We give you our thanks. 
Amen. 
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Harvest Prayers for Creation 
Glory to God, source of all bounty and beauty whose fullness and fragrance can transform us within 
and without. 
Creator God, we lift our hearts to you in thanks. 
 
Glory to God, who has made a covenant with all living creatures and has promised never to forsake the 
creation He loves. 
Creator God, we lift our hearts to you in thanks. 
 
Glory to God, who made us all in His image and entrusted earth and its life to our care. 
Creator God, we lift our hearts to you in thanks. 
 
All seasons give praise to the Creator and so we pray in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
For our family, friends, relatives and those who teach us of God's way, we say: 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For our homes and the many things you surround us with in goodness, we say: 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
For all creation, for sights and sounds and all our senses, we say: 
We thank you, Lord. 
 
Blessed by the Lord is His land with the best of the skies above and of the abyss crouching beneath; 
with the best of the produce of the year, and the choicest sheaves of the months; with the finest gifts 
of the age-old mountains and the best from the timeless hills; with the best of the earth in its fullness. 
 
We praise you, Lord, as master of all seasons and all times and we say: 
Thanks be to God! 
 
We give thanks for the gift of life and we say: 
Thanks be to God! 
 
In all that you have created we see your glory and we say: 
Thanks be to God! 
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Prayers for a county harvest festival service 
For fields that are harvested, and grain stores that are full.  
For crops that that have achieved their potential  
and for those that are still to deliver their yield.   
For the assurance of ample provision with enough to spare,  
and for the knowledge that we will know neither the fear nor the threat of hunger.   
Father, for all the good things of this life 
We give you thanks and praise. 
 
For the opportunity to share our plenty with those who have little.  
For the individuals and charities who exercise such care on our behalf.   
For compassion expressed and help that is given. 
Father, for all the good things of this life 
We give you thanks and praise. 
 
For the skill and experience of those who till the land and care for the stock.  
For the proud tradition of agricultural and horticultural expertise, that characterises the life of this 
County.   
For the proficiency of its engineers and scientists, whose knowledge has brought increased efficiency 
and better yields.  
Father, for all the good things of this life 
We give you thanks and praise.  
 
For the sharing of knowledge between one generation and another.  
For those who have extended our horizons with their enthusiasm and commitment to learning.  
For the fifty years of agricultural education in Lincolnshire.  
For all who have benefited from it  
and for those who have patiently taught and trained the practitioners of today.   
For the County Colleges of the past, and the Schools of Agriculture of the present.  
For the staff and students of these fifty years. 
Father, for all the good things of this life 
We give you our thanks and praise. 
 
Just as we appreciate and celebrate our plenty, so too we remember and pray for those who are less 
fortunate.  
For those who have never enjoyed the privileges of education,  
and for those whose knowledge has proved inadequate for the demands they now face. 
For all affected by the crisis that has hit farming and its ancillary industries,  
and for all who as a consequence approach each day with anxiety and fear.  
For those who are losing all that they have worked for,  
and for those who have already lost the jobs that they once had. 
Father we ask for your strength and support. 
 
For those supporting the farming community, in professional bodies and trade unions. 
For those responsible for agricultural policy and legislation, at home and in Europe.  
For politicians of all parties, and the civil servants that work with them. 
For them all we pray - asking Father that they may have understanding for the work that they do, and 
sensitivity towards those who are influenced by it. 
Asking these and all our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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