
 

 

 
Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

 

Introduction and Welcome 
Opening prayers (from Psalm 65 and 67) 
The earth has yielded its harvest; 
God our God, has blessed us. 
You visit the earth and water it 
You make it very plenteous 
You soften the ground with showers 
And bless the increase of it 
You crown the year with goodness 
And your paths overflow with plenty 
The meadows are clothed with sheep 
The valleys stand so thick with corn 
They shout for joy and sing 
 
The earth has yielded its harvest; 
God our God, has blessed us. 
 
Let us thank God for his harvest represented here today in these gifts and say:- 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise him all creatures here below 
Praise him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
 

A collect prayer 
God our Father, you never cease the work you have begun and prosper with your blessing all human 
labour: make us wise and faithful stewards of your gifts that we may serve the common good, maintain 
the fabric of our world and seek that justice where all may share the good things you pour upon us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.    
Amen. 
 

Hymn: We Plough the fields and scatter (HO&N 534) 

 

A Confession Litany 
We have so much, many have so little.  100 million older people live on $1 a day; people live in poverty 
throughout the world and even in our own nation.  The United Nations warn of food shortages in parts 
of the world and the need for food production to double in the next 25 years in order for everyone to 
enjoy good food.  Let us bring to God our part in the failure of the world to provide for all: 
 

Harvest Festival 



 

 

God has blessed us. But still God’s children go hungry.    
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
God has blessed us. But still the poor cry out for justice.  
Christ have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
 
God has blessed us. But still we see inequality and oppression in the earth.  
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
Let us together declare our faith and trust in God whose presence we are seeking, when our faith, our 
love, our trust,  is weak and we are filled with doubts and anxieties this statement gives us hope and 
something to reach for.  
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of praise and thanks  
Creator and sustainer of all, we have gathered as your people to offer you our heartfelt thanks and 
praise. 
We praise you for the bounty and variety of your creation, the succession of the seasons, the 
productiveness of the soil, the harvest of land and sea. 
Creating and sustaining God  
with wonder in our hearts, we thank you.  
 
Thank you for allowing us to be co-creators with you, developing new strains of plants and cross-
breeding animals, controlling pests and diseases, carefully enhancing the fertility of the land, growing 
flowers, fruit and vegetables in garden and allotment, trying out new recipes in the kitchen. 
Creating and sustaining God 
with wonder in our hearts, we thank you.  
 
We give thanks for all who play their part in producing, harvesting, preparing and distributing the 
varied and delicious food that we eat. 
Creating and sustaining God 
with wonder in our hearts, we thank you.  
 
We praise you for feeding us with spiritual as well as material food.  May we learn to live, not on bread 
alone, but on your every word. May we be nurtured by Christ the Bread of Life, and be fruitful 
branches of Christ the True Vine. 



 

 

May we offer his lifegiving water to refresh your world. 
Creating and sustaining God 
recreate us in the image of your Son, our Lord, in whose name we pray.  
Amen.  

 
Hymn:  God whose farm is all creation (HO&N 179) (tune: Love Divine)  

  

Bible based readings From the book of Genesis. 

After he finished the creation the Lord God looked at everything that he had made and said: 
I am pleased. I am very pleased. 
When the Lord God made the earth, there were no plants on the earth and no seeds had sprouted 
because he had not sent any rain.  The Lord God sent the rain and water came from beneath the 
surface of the earth, and the ground was watered. Then the Lord God said:  
There is no one to till the soil and tend the land 
Then the Lord God took some soil from the ground and formed a man out of it; he breathed life giving 
breath into his nostrils and the man began to live: Then the Lord God took the man and put him in a 
garden to tend and care for it. 
It is good, very good and I am well pleased. 
 
From the Gospel of Matthew: 
Jesus said: ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? 
It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot 
From the Gospel of Mark  
Jesus began to teach beside the Lake Galilee.  A great crowd gathered around him and it was so large 
he got into a boat and sat in it.  The people stood on the shore and listened.  He taught in parables: and 
he told this parable: - 
Listen!  A man went out to sow corn. The first handful of seed I scattered fell on the path   As he 
scattered the seed the birds of the air came and ate it up. The second handful of seed fell onto rocky 
ground.  Seed falling on rocky ground cannot develop good strong roots. Although some seed would 
sprout and grow, when the sun shone the plants will wither and die. The third handful of seeds fell 
among the thorn bushes  Thorns and weeds are strong thriving plants ; they are greedy for space and 
jealous of other plants growing nearby. So when the thorns grew they choked the sprouting corn and it 
failed to thrive.  The fourth handful of seeds fell in good soil.  The good soil is well manured, and tilled; 
the seeds thrive in it.  The corn grows strong in the well-tended soil; the warmth of the sun and the 
softness of the rain is good for it 
Thirty grains, sixty grains, a hundred grains.  A good yield to enable me to make bread for my family 
and sell some to pay the bills.  Jesus said. The sower worked hard to bring forth good things from the 
earth to bless his family and his neighbours.  The Church can learn from the parable about working to 
bring people to fullness of life in God. 
 

Hymn: All things bright and beautiful (HO&N 21)  

 

Address 
 

Hymn: Come ye thankful people come (HO&N 101) 

  

Intercessory Prayer 
We give you thanks for all that makes up the community of the Benefice and of this village. The 
churches, the schools, the shops, the businesses, the voluntary organisations, the young and old. We 
ask a blessing on all who live and work here.  



 

 

The Lord hears our prayer 
Thanks be to God 
 
We ask God’s blessing on all the farms around this community and for all who work on them. We give 
you thanks for the food that is produced and the way that the land is cared for.  
The Lord hears our prayer  
Thanks be to God 
 
Aware of the blessings that we enjoy we look out to the wider world. We pray for towns and cities 
where people labour to produce the things we enjoy. At this time of impending financial cuts we 
remember those who are facing difficult economic futures, for the poor and marginalized who may be 
affected by changes in public services, for voluntary organizations losing their funding, and for all of us 
who will work within the community to relieve those in need.  We remember those who sometimes 
struggle to get on with their neighbours. And we remember those who live in poverty in our society. 
The Lord hears our prayer  
Thanks be to God 
 
We ask a blessing on urban land, on allotment and vegetable patch, park and open space. Giving 
thanks for the beauty seen in vibrant window box and municipal flower bed. We pray for those who try 
to make a connection with the land in a small way by growing some of their own food.  
The Lord hears our prayer  
Thanks be to God  
 
We ask a blessing on land far away, on tropical-island, rain forest or bush. We ask a blessing on distant 
farmers who labour to send food to our meal tables which broaden our diet and delight our senses. 
The Lord hears our prayer  
Thanks be to God  
 
We remember those who live in countries where food is scarce and starvation real, where poverty 
means that children die young and adults work hard just to survive. Inspire us afresh to work for justice 
for all.  
The Lord hears our prayer  
Thanks be to God 
 
Heavenly Father, we give thanks to you for the whole of your creation, and for entrusting to us your 
people care of it. We thank you for the skills and hard work of those who cultivate the land and rear 
livestock, and for the farming community today - farmers and their families, and those who work in 
related industries.  We pray especially for those facing hardship and distress, and the loss of their 
livelihood: who find their contribution to human life and health and to good animal welfare, no longer 
needed. We pray for those in Government, that they may show wisdom and generosity in recognising 
the needs of farmers. We give thanks for and pray all who are offering advice, support and help to 
farmers when they face need especially the Farm Crisis Network, the RABI and the ARC-Addington 
Fund.  
The Lord hears our prayer  
Thanks be to God 
 
Loving God accept all these prayers through Jesus Christ your Son  
and continue to work in us through us and if need be despite us so that you kingdom may come. 
Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 



 

 

Hymn: Praise and thanksgiving (Tune: Morning has broken) 

 

Final prayer 
May God who created us to till, keep, and care for the soil teach us how to tend the earth, work for the 
good of His creation and bring forth all that is good for our needs. May he who is the source of all 
goodness and beauty pour His blessing upon us and all creation now and always. May He who is the 
source of all hope of salvation bless us in faith and truth and bring us to everlasting joy. And may the 
grace of our lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy spirit be with us all 
now and for ever    
Amen. 
 

Hymn: Now Thank we all our God (HO&N 354) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taken from a service for SS Peter and Paul, Swalcliffe 


