
 

 

 
Hymn Numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

Before the service, prepare a cut out paper tree & lots of cut out shapes of bananas, apples, carrots etc 
to be used for the prayer time. 
Some food should also be hidden around the church beforehand. 
 

Gathering at the Allotments 
What can we see? 
What can we harvest to take back to church? 
The junior church to help older members to dig up/pick fruit & vegetables from the allotment & put it in 
buckets to take back to church 
 

Prayers & Prayer of Blessing 
Gracious God, the Bible is full of images of a world where there is enough food for everyone, 
where the earth is cared for and so are the people;  
where there is plenty & peace. 
As we meet here this morning we pray a blessing on this place. 
May these allotments be a place where there is a wonderful harvest; 
not just of fruit & vegetables 
but of friendship & generosity. 
In times of difficulty may all who grow their crops here find support in you & in each other. 
In times of abundance may they give you thanks as they celebrate together. 
May their care & dedication be an inspiration to others 
that they too may look after their environment & each other in the same way. 
We pray this blessing in Jesus' name.  
Amen. 
 

Song on the walk back to church: Thank you, Lord, for this new day (HO&N 468) 

(including the names of vegetables) 
 
Walk back to church 
 

Hymn: We plough the fields and scatter (HO&N 534) 

Take up of the offering during this hymn. 
Harvest placed at front of church 
 

Dedication of the veg etc from the allotments & the offering 
Harvester God, 
seed-time has ripened into harvest. 
Winter's cleansing cold gave way to spring's gentle warmth, 
and now summer's sun has offered us autumn's ripe gifts. 
 

An Allotment Harvest 



 

 

Accept these gifts of crops & money. 
Accept with them our lives, 
that however they are used, 
they may show your loving generosity to the world. Amen. 
 

Song: Who put the white in the clouds so free? 

Who put the blue in the waves of the sea? 
Who put the green in the leaves of the tree? 
Lord, for these gifts we sing your praise. 
 
Who made the sunshine and the breeze? 
Who made the busy, buzzing bees? 
Who made the apples on the tree? 
Lord, for these gifts we sing your praise. 
 
Who sent the rain down from the sky? 
Who sent the sunshine by and by? 
Who made the corn to grow so high? 
Lord, for these gifts we sing your praise.    
Elwyn Jones (Big Blue Planet) 

 

A version of Psalm 65 
God, you deserve our praise,  
because you answer our prayers 
you forgive us when we do wrong 
you bless us with your goodness 
You give hope to people everywhere on earth,  
 
Because you are strong,  
your mighty power put the mountains in place.  
You can silence the roaring waves 
People near and far celebrate and sing because of your love.  
 
You take care of the earth  
and send rain to help the soil grow all kinds of crops.  
Your rivers never run dry,  
and you prepare the earth to produce much grain.  
You water all of its fields and level the lumpy ground.  
You send showers of rain to soften the soil and help the plants sprout.  
Wherever your footsteps touch the earth a rich harvest is gathered.  
Desert pastures blossom, and mountains celebrate.  
Meadows are filled with sheep and goats;  
valleys overflow with grain and echo with joyful songs.  
 

Food hunt (Food stuffs hidden round the chapel – food for humans & animals.) 

What other food can we find? 
Would we like to eat any of it? 
Start thinking of your favourite foods. 
 

 



 

 

Hymn: Sing to God with gladness, all creation, 

sing to God the song of God's great love, 
sing to God who made the heavens, 
sing to god who made the loveliness of earth! 
Sing to the Lord, sing Alleluia, 
sing to the Lord, sing with joy! 
  
Sing to God on high, O sun in splendour, 
sing to God on high, O silver moon, 
sing to God, O sky at dawning, 
sing to God, O starlit silence of the night! 
Sing to the Lord... 
 
Sing your song of glory angel voices, 
sing your song of peace to all on earth, 
sing of peace, the heart's deep longing, 
sing of peace that comes from God and God alone! 
Sing to the Lord... 
 
Sing to God the Father, all creation, 
sing to God his dear and only Son, 
sing to God the loving Spirit, 
sing with joy to God, one God, forevermore! 
Sing to the Lord...           
James Quinn (Common Ground 112) 

                                                               

These are a Few of our Favourite Things 
What are our favourite foods? 
A wonderful variety. 
Write the names of the food on paper fruit & veg shapes & blu-tac to the paper tree. 
 

Hymn: Praise & thanksgiving 

 

More Thank Yous - Food people 
Try to think of all the people who put these things on our tables: 
Farmers/fishermen/packers/hauliers/shopkeepers... 
mams & dads, grandparents… 
Wonderful variety of people all around us who do so much for us but sometimes we take them for 
granted. 
Remember to thank God for all the people around us who put food on our tables. 
Put names of people on the tree. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Using the names put on the tree as a basis for the prayers 
 

Hymn: For the fruits of his creation (HO&N 138) 

 

Prayers of confession. 
Said thank you to God for many of the things we enjoy & the people who do so much to put food on our 
tables. 



 

 

Now it's time to say sorry for the things we may take for granted. 
 
Father, we are sorry when we have used your gifts carelessly and wasted them. 
Father, in your mercy, 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We enjoy our food but sometimes forget that you give it to us, we are sorry. 
Father, in your mercy, 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  
Father, in your mercy, 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We are surrounded by people who love us, yet we sometimes forget to love them. 
Father, in your mercy.  
Forgive us and help us. 
 
Thank you Father that you do forgive us.  
Thank you that we can stand before you, say sorry and be renewed. 
Thank you for your mercy and for your love. 
Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer. 
 

Hymn: Praise, O praise our God & King (HO&N 423) 

 
Blessing & Taking Leave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This service came about after a spate of vandalism in the allotments in a small village outside Durham City. One 
of the members had an allotment there & asked for prayers to be said in church. 
The church decided to go to the allotments at harvest time, gather in some of the fruit & veg & take the 
opportunity to say some prayers for the allotment holders. 
The produce was then processed back to church where it was blessed as part of the service & then sent to a local 
charity who could use them. 


