
 

 

 
 
 

The small Methodist chapel that sits on the edge of the 
Tissington estate celebrates its 150th anniversary this year. The 
chapel doors are open 24 hours a day and all are made welcome.  
 
In the chapel there are pebbles with Bible verses painted on 
them to take away, a prayer box with pen and paper and a 
promise to pray for those who leave messages, a small display 

that tells of the support provided to people in Nepal, and a children’s activity available for 
visitors. Fresh flowers adorn the altar table and in the porch sits a second hand book exchange. 
It is possible to join in worship on the second Sunday of every month and details are posted 
outside the chapel and on the Ashbourne circuit website. 
 
Like so many rural chapels, Tissington has struggled with declining numbers but its 
congregation has a strong desire to be pro-active in their approach to mission; although it is a 
small village with a population of just 156 people, it is a very popular tourist destination. The 
Peak Park Rural Development Enabler (PPRDE) post was 
created to enable chapels within the Peak District National 
Park to develop new ventures and has been well received 
by both locals and tourists.  
 
A conversation between the PPRDE, local Methodist and 
Anglican clergy, chapel members and villagers established 
that there was a desire to continue to share the Christian 
message with both locals and visitors and the idea to 
create a pilgrimage around the village was born.   
 
Each year Ascension Day marks the beginning of the annual tradition of well-dressing in 
Tissington and it was suggested that the village’s six wells provided a neat route around the 
village, beginning and ending at the chapel and taking in the Anglican church. The pilgrimage 
would use each well and the areas around it to prompt reflection on passages of scripture and 
stimulate reflection.  
 

The pilgrimage can be completed in around an hour, but can also 
take much longer, giving time for deeper reflection and creative 
engagement.  It is also possible to ‘dip in’ maybe visiting just one of 
the wells according to the want and need of each pilgrim. The route 
is fully accessible by foot and wheelchair users and most can also be 
reached by car.   
 

Tissington: A village pilgrimage 



 

 

 
 
 
 

It was decided that the pilgrimage would be presented in booklet 
form and is distributed as a gift from the chapel. It was launched on 
Palm Sunday 2016 as part of the act of worship in Tissington, with 
worshipers following the pilgrimage around the village while locals 
and visitors witnessed the pilgrimage and palm crosses were 
offered to passers-by.  
 

Over 200 booklets have been distributed so far and both individuals and organised groups have 
taken the pilgrimage. There is a pilgrims’ book of comments and reflections in the chapel for 
pilgrims to add their thoughts. We are very hopeful that Tissington will have many more 
pilgrims in the future. 
 
The pilgrimage booklet is available online – go to www.lulu.com and search ‘Tissington: A 
Village Pilgrimage’.  
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This article first appeared in Country Way 74: Developing Lay Leaders, January 2017.  
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