
 

 

 

On Sunday the 1st of June in 2008 in the early hours of the morning the Methodist Hall in Ponsanooth in 

Cornwall, burnt down. This was a devastating event for the whole community made more complicated as 

the hall was undergoing a major refurbishment at the time and the work was nearing completion. 

This short BBC news film shows the extent of the fire and the damage it caused here. 

The Methodist Hall - a Grade II listed property and originally the Victorian Sunday School - is an important 

building, not only for the Church, but for the wider community hosting events and, crucially, the Pre-

School. 

Insurance is a wonderful thing and the Church were assured that their building would be returned to them 

but a wider community consultation led them to agree that a new interior and a wider scheme should be 

considered to meet modern needs. They began a complicated journey of seeking permissions from English 

Heritage, Conservation Officers and other authorities. 

They spent many months consulting with their wider community and surveying and appraising their needs 

and this hard work helped them to agree some options for the design that was submitted to the local 

planning authority and passed in January 2009. 

The difficult part of the work was about to begin. There followed several years of lease negotiations, 

meetings, local fundraising and planning for the future. While their insurance covered a replacement for 

the Victorian building it didn’t cover the costs of the improvements and redesign work they had agreed on. 

They had to find some serious money in order to cover the shortfall. 

They submitted a successful application to the Big Lottery Fund – among others - and were awarded 

£346,000 – an amount that allowed them to begin work on a project which would ultimately cost over 

£840,000. 

While the planning and decision making had been taking place the site had become overgrown and as the 

building programme commenced in late spring 2013 many fresh problems were encountered – not unusual 

in a major project of this sort but ultimately frustrating, time consuming and costly. 

On the 1st of June, 2014 – six years to the day after the fire - the Ponsanooth Hall was reopened 

with several floors and extra rooms to hire for activities and celebrations as well as lots of church events 

and meetings. It is an active, thriving space enjoyed by all ages and is a testament to the commitment and 

dedication of so many. 

You can learn more about the inspiring story of this project and the community of Ponsanooth on the 

website here. 

 

Rising from the Ashes: 
Ponsanooth Methodist Hall  

https://youtu.be/XaiR0AIRmeY
http://www.ponsanooth-hall.co.uk/

