
 

 

 
Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

 
Welcome 
 

Introductory Prayer 
 

Hymn We plough the fields, and scatter (HO&N 534) 

 

Confession 
When we are ungrateful for the rain, sun and frost, 
and forget they are God’s gift to us: 
O God forgive us. 
 
When we are blind to the mystery of germination, 
and forget God’s handiwork: 
O God forgive us. 
 
When we are careless with our beasts, 
and forget they are God’s creatures: 
O God forgive us. 
 
When we are unkind to those who work with us, 
and forget they are God’s children: 
O God forgive us. 
 
When we are careless about our work, 
and forget we are God’s co-workers: 
O God forgive us. 
 
When we ill-treat the land 
and forget we are God’s stewards: 
O God forgive us. 
    

Hymn For the beauty of the earth, 

 

Readings 
Genesis 1: 9-13 and 20-31 
Matthew 6: 25-33 
 

Hymn: O Christ who holds the open gate 

Simple Plough Service 



 

 

O Christ who drives the furrow straight 
O Christ, the plough, o Christ the laughter 
Of holy white birds flying after. 
 
Lo, all my heart’s field’s red and torn, 
And thou wilt bring the young green corn, 
The young green corn divinely springing, 
The young green corn for ever singing; 
 
And when the field is fresh and fair 
Thy blessed feet shall glitter there, 
And we will walk the weeded field, 
And tell the golden harvest’s yield, 
 
The corn that makes the holy bread 
By  which the soul of man is fed, 
The holy bread, the food unpriced, 
Thy everlasting mercy, Christ. 
(John Masefield 1878-1967) 

 

Address  
 
Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father, which art in heaven,  
Hallowèd be thy Name; 
Thy kingdome come;  
thy will be done;  
In earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
Forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation;  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever, 
Amen. 
 
 

Hymn Immortal, invisible, God only wise (HO&N 242) 

(during which the offertory will be taken) 
 
 

Blessing of the Plough 

All leave the Church, following the Choir. 
1st Speaker The plough is the foundation of our work and  
  a symbol of our labour: 



 

 

2nd Speaker For the soil must be broken up and the seed sown, 
  we must first plough the fields. 
3rd Speaker For the green corn to grow and ripe grain to be 
  reaped we must first plough the fields. 
1st Speaker For the bread to be baked and the people fed, 
  we must first plough the fields. 
2nd Speaker For properity to come to our farms and families, 
  we must first plough the fields. 
3rd Speaker So we bring this ploughshare here 
  for you to give your blessing upon it 
  and upon all the work done on our farms. 
1st Speaker God speed the plough: 
  the plough and the ploughman, 
  the farm and the farmer. 
2nd Speaker God speed the plough: 
  the beam and the mouldboard, 
  the slade and the sidecap, 
  the share and the coulters. 
3rd Speaker God speed the plough: 
  in fair weather and foul, 
  in rain and wind, 
  in frost and sunshine: 
  God speed the plough. 
 

Prayer 

Let us pray: 
O God, who gives each of us work to do for your sake, 
we ask for your blessing on this plough and upon all the 
machines that enable us to do our work upon the land. 
We ask you to prosper throughout the year 
the work done on our local farms. 
May the farmer’s hopes be fulfilled in a plentiful harvest; 
may your people be fed with wholesome food; 
may town and country, united in gratitude to you, 
be drawn nearer to the understanding 
and true service of each other: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
   

Blessing of the People and Dismissal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taken from a service by St. Mary and All Saints, Great Budworth 


