
 

 

 
Hymn Numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

Opening Sentence 
We come as representatives of farming communities   
from around the diocese of Worcester 
to offer our work to the service of God. 
 
We welcome you in the name of the One who made us all –  
people, animals and all the earth. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn For the beauty of the earth (HO&N 137)   

(Plough brought into church along with soil and milk symbols) 
If too cold they could be waiting in a chapel to be brought into centre 
 

Praise (remain standing)        

The earth is the Lord’s 
and everything that is within it; 
the wide extent of the world 
and all who live there. 
The Lord looked upon the earth 
and filled it with blessings. 
As long as the earth endures,  
seed time and harvest 
summer and winter 
will never cease. 
When farmers plough for planting, 
do they plough continually? 
When they have levelled the surface, 
do they not plant the seed and look for its growth? 
For God instructs them 
and teaches them the right way. 
 

Prayers of Penitence (sit or kneel)  
 

Introduction          
When we are ungrateful for the rain, sun and frost, 
and forget that they are your gifts to us: 
O God, forgive us. 
When we are blind to the mystery of germination, 
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and forget that it is your handiwork: 
O God, forgive us. 
When we are careless with our beasts, 
and forget that they are your creatures: 
O God, forgive us. 
When we are unkind to those who work with us, 
and forget that they are your children: 
O God, forgive us. 
When we are careless about our work, 
and forget that we are your co-workers: 
O God, forgive us. 
When we ill-treat the land 
and forget that we are your stewards. 
O God, forgive us. 
 
May God the Creator forgive our misusing of his creative work;  
May God the Son take up into his cross the  
sufferings of our land, out animals, our families and ourselves. 
May God the Holy Spirit give us the strength and power  
to overcome our troubles, weaknesses and temptations. 
May God the Holy Trinity forgive us all our sins. 
Amen. 
 

Declaration of Faith  
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
who made the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in His Son 
Jesus Christ who redeemed humankind? 
We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in His Holy Spirit,  
who gives life to the people of God? 
We believe and trust in Him. 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

Hymn The earth is the Lord’s       

 
(chorus) 
A The earth is the Lord’s 
B and everything in it. 
A The earth is the Lord’s 
B the work of his hands. 
A The earth is the Lord’s 
B and everything in it, 
All and all things were made 

for his glory! 



 

 

 
(verse) 
The mountains are his, 
the seas and the islands, 
the cities and towns, 
the houses and streets: 
let rebels bow down  
and worship before him, 
for all things were made for his glory! 
 
(chorus) 
 
(verse) 
 
(final chorus) 
A The earth is the Lord’s 
B and everything in it. 
A The earth is the Lord’s 
B the work of his hands. 
A The earth is the Lord’s 
B and everything in it, 
All and all things were made 
 yes, all things were made, 
 and all things were made 
  for his glory! 
 
 

Collect Prayer 
Let us pray.... (silent prayer) 
 
O Creator God,  
who works through our hands and our minds, 
as we strive to renew the face of the earth 
and bring closer your kingdom, 
help us to feel reverence for the power you give us, 
and to love the small part of your creation 
which you have entrusted to each of us; 
for the sake of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 8. 7-18 (sit) 

 

Hymn Morning has broken (HO&N 337)     

 

Second Reading (and/or sketch): Luke 12. 13-21 (sit) 

 

Sermon 
 

Hymn God, whose farm is all creation (HO&N 179)    



 

 

 

Presentation and Blessing of Soils from around the Diocese  
Farmers and farm staff stand. Other sit. 
The soils are presented by members of Young Farmers Club 
O Lord, all the earth is yours. 
We bring before you this rich and living soil 
that you may bless us and our lands with abundant fertility. 
  
You visit the earth and water it; 
you make it very plenteous. 
You prepare grain for your people, 
for so you provide for the earth. 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
you soften the ground with showers and bless its increase. 
You crown the year with your goodness, 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 
  
In the name of the creator of heaven and earth,     
we dedicate this living soil  
that it may be fruitful to his glory. 
By the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
may the land we till and tend  
bring forth good food in abundance,  
for the birds and beasts and all people.  
Amen. 
  
May the pastures flow with goodness,    
and the hills be girded with joy. 
May the valleys stand so thick with corn 
that they shall laugh and sing. 
  
  

The Blessing of the Plough and Churn  

The Plough is presented 
This plough symbolises all the machines on our farms  
and all the tools of the horticulturist. 
At the beginning of this new year’s work,  
will you pray God’s blessing on this plough  
and on our cultivation of the soil? 
  
O God our Father,       
giver of seedtime and harvest, 
bless all ploughs, tractors and tools, large and small, 
used in the work of our farms.  
May they be instruments of fruitfulness;  
may all who use them do so to your glory 
and in the grateful and hopeful offering of their daily work,  
for their own and others’ good,  
that your people may be fed  
and all rejoice in your bounty, 



 

 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
God speed the plough.     
God speed the plough. 
  
The Churn and Cluster is presented 
This churn stands here to represent the milking herds  
and all the work we do in the tending of animals. 
At the beginning of this new year’s work,  
will you pray God to bless this churn and cluster 
and our work with animals? 
  
O God, loving creator of all life,     
you call us to be grateful stewards of your creatures. 
Bless the cattle and horses,  
the pigs and sheep and poultry  
and all the animals we tend in your name, 
and strengthen us with wisdom and compassion  
to care for them as you would have us do,  
to the glory of your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
  
God guard the animals.      
God guard the animals. 
  

 Hymn Sing praise to God on mountain tops 

 

Prayers of Intercession (sit or kneel) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer       

 

Hymn O Lord, all the world belongs to you (HO&N 378) 

(An offering is taken during this hymn) 
 

Blessing (remain standing)       

 

Dismissal 
Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, 
and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Refreshments will now be served. Please stay if you can. 
 
 
 
 
Taken from a Service by St. Peter’s Church, Inkberrow, Worcester Diocesan Plough Service 


