
 

 

 
Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

"God speed the Plough!"  
 
Plough Sunday, is the time to celebrate the long hours of tilling and preparing before the seed can be 
sown. It is a celebration of the hard labour of the winter feeding of cattle and sheep and of milking 
in freezing parlours. Beyond that it is the time to celebrate the mystery of land and soil itself and all 
that keeps it in good heart. It is the festival of human labour. Associated with the festival are the 
tools of our work: the plough, the spade, the milking churn, the feed bucket and the muck fork. In 
medieval times the communal plough was often kept in church. At the end of the Christmas season 
when there was no work, and therefore no wages nor free meals, the ploughmen would haul the 
plough around the parish begging for silver and threatening to plough up the garden of any who 
refused! 
 
Welcome  
There is a time for working and a time for resting,  
a time for ploughing and a time for sowing  
a time for dressing and a time for harvesting.  
There is a time for lambing and a time for culling  
a time for the byre, a time for the field, a time for the market  
And a time for God  indeed all times are His.  
Our delight is in the name of the Lord  
 

Hymn 'Praise and Thanksgiving' 
 
We affirm the goodness of God in all creation. We accept the human work and labour needed if 
the earth is to bear her harvest and if we are all to be fed. Now remembering our responsibilities as 
stewards and trustees of the land we confess our shortcomings and failures.  
 
We sit or kneel in silence.  
 
We repent of the sins we have committed and of the good we have omitted to do.  
We resolve O Lord, in as much as we are able, to walk in your ways.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father have mercy upon us,  
pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in  
all goodness; and keep us in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen  
 
Collect prayer.  
Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and  
you give us fruits of the earth in their season: grant that we may use  
them to your glory, for the relief of those in need and for our own  
well-being; through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.  
Amen  

Plough Service 
Communion 



 

 

 
First Reading  
From Psalm 65  
This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God  
 
Hymn Who put the colours in the rainbow? (HO&N 557) 
 
The Gospel Reading 
We remain standing for the Gospel  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  
Glory to Christ our Saviour  
Gospel Reading  
This is the Gospel of Christ  
Praise to Christ our Lord  
 
The Sermon  
Now let us declare our faith in God.  
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in  
heaven and on earth is named.  
We believe in God the Son who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen  
 
Prayers of intercession and thanksgiving, for the world, the Church, the local community, those who 
are ill and those who have died.  
Lord in your mercy  
Hear our prayer  
 
Hymn: Praise God who created the mountains and valleys,  
 
The Blessing of the plough  
 
Farmer: This plough symbolises all the machines on our farms and all the tools of the gardener.  
For the soil to be broken up and the seed sown, we must first plough the fields.  
For the green corn to grow and the ripe grain to be reaped, we must first plough the fields.  
For the bread to be baked and the people fed, we must first plough the fields.  
For prosperity to come to our farms and families we must first plough the fields.  
Will you bless this plough to our use and in so doing, ask God's  
blessing on our cultivation of the soil?  
 
Leader: I will gladly do this.  
God speed the plough and the ploughman, the farm and the farmer.  
God speed the plough.  
God speed the plough, on hillside and in valley; on land which is  
rich, and on land which is poor; in countries beyond the seas, and in our own land.  
God speed the plough.  
God speed the plough, in fair weather and in foul, in success and  
disappointment, in rain and wind, in frost and sunshine;  
God speed the plough.  
 
Bless, O God, the ploughs and tractors, the drills and cultivators, the  
harvesters and spades, the forks, the hoes and all the tools used in your work. And as you 
cultivate the soil and do your daily work, may your hearts and minds be open to the cultivation of 



 

 

holiness. In the name of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
God speed the plough.  
God speed the plough!  
 
 
 
The blessing of the Fleece and other symbols  
 
Farmer: These symbols stand here to represent the sheep and the milking herds, the pigs and 
poultry and all the work we do in the tending of animals. Will you bless them and in so doing give 
God's blessing on work with animals?  

 
Leader: I will gladly do this.  
Bless, O God, the cattle and sheep, pigs and horses, the dogs and cats and poultry and all the 
animals you tend. And as you care for them, may God enrich your hearts. In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  
Amen  
 
God guard the animals  
God guard the animals!  
 
The Peace  
'Where two or three are gathered together in my name' says the Lord, 'there I am in the midst of 
them.' The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you  
 
 
Offertory Hymn: All Creatures of our God and King (HO&N 9) 
 
Eucharist Prayer from the Iona Community  
At the Last Supper Jesus, sharing bread and wine,  
Invited the disciples to share his journey.  
Like many grains of wheat becoming one loaf of bread,  
The disciples were invited to become one body with him.  
Here today, through bread and wine,  
We renew our journey with Jesus and his disciples.  
Here, through bread and wine,  
We renew our unity with one another,  
 

And with all those who have gone before us in this place.  
Through bread and wine,  
We renew our communion with the earth  
And our interwovenness with the broken ones of the world.  
So come, taste of this bread and wine, Gifts of the earth, work of human hands,  
Food both of earth and of heaven.  
 
Among friends, gathered round a table,  
Jesus took bread,  
And, having blessed it,  
He broke the bread  
And gave it to his disciples, saying,  
'This is my body which is given for you'.  



 

 

 
In the same way he took wine,  
And, having given thanks for it,  
He poured it out and gave the cup to his disciples, saying,  
'This cup is the new relationship with God, Sealed with my blood.  
Take this and share it.  
I shall drink wine with you next in the coming kingdom of God'.  
 
So now, following Jesus' example,  
We take this bread and this wine;  
The ordinary things of the world through which God will bless us.  
And, as Jesus offered thanks for the gifts of the earth,  
Let us also celebrate God's goodness.  
 
The Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Blessed are you, 0 God,  
For you have brought forth bread from the earth.  
Blessed are you, O God,  
For you have created the fruit of the vine.  
In the beginning you watered the earth  
That man and woman might have food and drink.  
You gave to your servant Sarah  
Bread to strengthen her family on their journey,  
And wine to make them glad.  
You called Moses and his people out of bondage  
And refreshed them with food in the wilderness.  
 
You gave Mary and Jesus their daily bread to share.  
And here at your table  
You offer us bread and wine for the journey  
To nourish us as sons and daughters.  
And so with all our sisters and brothers,  
Before us and beside us,  
We join in the song of your unending greatness.  
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
Present with us now,  
As we do in this place what you did in an upstairs room,  
Breathe your Spirit upon us  
And upon this bread and this wine,  
That they may be heaven's food and drink for us,  
Renewing, sustaining and making us whole,  
And that we may be your body on earth, Loving and caring in the world.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Look! the Bread of Heaven is broken for the life of the world.  
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
All are welcome to come to the altar to receive bread and wine, or a blessing.  
 
After Communion we say together this prayer:  



 

 

All: Lord of all creation, with joy we have offered thanksgiving  
for your love in creation and have shared in the bread and the  
wine of the kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make 
us generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen  
 

Hymn: We plough the fields (HO&N 534) 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  
May God bless you in winter and in summer, at your ploughing,  
your sowing and your reaping.  
May God give you sunshine and rain in due season:  
May God, who gladdens the face of the earth,  
give you all joyfulness of heart,  
May God, who has called you to work and live on the land,  
set your affections upon himself.  
And may the strength and the companionship of God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you for ever.  
Amen  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from a service by Archenfield Group, Garway Church  


