
 

 

 
All Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (New Anglican Edition 1996) 

Welcome & Opening Prayer  
 
Choir piece  
 
Hymn: Loving shepherd of thy sheep (HO&N 325) 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Let us confess the faults and failings in our lives: 
 
Eternal God, our Guide and Shepherd, 
we strayed from your ways like lost sheep, 
We have not always loved our neighbours; 
we have not always been good stewards 
of the land and creatures in our care. 
We trust in your son, Jesus Christ, 
who on the cross took on himself 
the sins and failings of us all. 
Give us grace to amend our lives, 
and faithfully follow in your ways.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn: The King of love my Shepherd is (HO&N 484) 

 

Readings: Ezekiel 34: 7- 16, John 10:7- 16 

 
Address 
 

Hymn: Breathe on me, breath of God (HO&N 69) 

 

Choir piece 

Thanksgiving for the 
Harvest of Lambs 



 

 

Prayers 
Jesus said: I am the good shepherd; 
I know my sheep and my sheep know me and my 
voice. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
we offer you our thanks 
for your fatherly goodness and care 
in giving us the harvest of your creation. 
 
Hear us, we pray, as we give thanks  
for the sheep and lambs of our Dale;  
for all the love and care shown during this lambing season;  
for the hard work and sacrifices made by families and individuals.  
 
Grant that we may always respect creation,  
using your gifts unselfishly for our own well-being  
and for the relief of those in need;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
For the friendship and support of our communities,  
for the beauty of hills and valleys  
We thank you, Father  
 
For the changing weather and seasons,  
the dawns and sunsets and the starry nights:  
We thank you, Father  
 
For the fields and pastures  
which provide food for our flocks  
and water from stream or river:  
We thank you, Lord  
 
For our ewes, with their own wisdom;  
for their strength and care as mothers:  
We thank you, Lord  
 
For lambs, for the miracle of their birth,  
and for the joy of their young life:  
We thank you, Lord 
 
We pray that our lambs may be free from sickness,  
and safe from attack by animals and birds:  
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer  
 
We pray that all who care for the sheep  
may be given wisdom and endurance  
and may receive a just reward for their work:  
Lord, in your mercy  



 

 

Hear our prayer.  
 
We bless the lambs around us and we pray for all the work with sheep:  
 
Father, bless the lambs  
Jesus, bless the lambs  
Spirit, bless the lambs  
 
Father, bless the ewes  
Jesus, bless the ewes  
Spirit, bless the ewes  
 
Father, bless the farmers  
Jesus, bless the farmers  
Spirit, bless the farmers  
 
Father, bless the land  
Jesus, bless the land  
Spirit, bless the land  
 
Father, bless our lives  
Jesus, bless our lives  
Spirit, bless our lives  
 

Band piece  
 

Prayer  
O Creator God,  
who has made us to live together,  
to love one another  
and to love the land on which we live:  
we pray for ourselves,  
that we may have the grace to preserve,  
for those who come after,  
the beauty of our landscape  
the traditions of our people  
and the strength of our local community.  
Amen.  
A collection will be taken during the final hymn. 
 

Hymn  
O loving wisdom of our God!  
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight 
And to the rescue came.  
 
O wisest love! that flesh and blood,  
Which did in Adam fail,  
Should strive afresh against the foe,  
Should strive and should prevail.  



 

 

 
And that a higher gift than grace  
Should flesh and blood refine,  
God’s Presence and His very Self, 
And Essence all divine.  
 
O generous love! that He, Who smote,  
In Man for man the foe,  
The double agony in Man  
For man should undergo.  
 
And in the garden secretly,  
And on the Cross on high,  
Should teach His brethren,  
and inspire To suffer and to die.  
 
Praise to the Holiest in the height,  
And in the depth be praise;  
In all His words most wonderful,  
Most sure in all His ways 
 

Blessing and Dismissal  
The God of peace  
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,  
that great shepherd of the sheep,  
make you perfect in every good work to do his will.  
And the blessing of God almighty,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:  
In the name of Christ.  
Amen. 
 
 
Copyright notes  
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