
 

 

 
Hymn numbers, unless otherwise stated, taken from Hymns Old and New (HO&N) (New Anglican Edition, 1996) 
or Seasonal Worship from the Countryside (SWC) 

The name Animal Service is probably to be preferred to Pet Service, which limits the scope, especially in 
rural areas. 
 

Preparation 
First of all decide on the venue - whether indoors or out of doors. Very successful services have been 
held inside, the only possible snag being the risk of accidents.  So long as there are good waterproof 
floor coverings, this should not present a major problem. 
Out of door services are subject to the vagaries of our climate and so we need to pray for a fine day, 
but it should take more than a few drops of rain to dampen the spirits.  One open air service which 
took place was interrupted when the heavens opened and everybody dashed for cover singing ‘Our 
God reigns’!  Any open space will do but perhaps the best is an uncluttered piece of ground in the 
churchyard.   
There is a lot to be said for having as wide a variety of animals as possible in the tradition of The Vicar 
of Dibley.  Not only dogs and cats but horses, donkeys, cows, goats, sheep, ducks, hens, ferrets, 
rabbits, hamsters, even insects in bottles can all add to the occasion. It is probably a good idea to have 
pens for farmyard animals which are not used to being held by hand or staying still.   Geese can be 
pretty vicious and free-range snakes might be a bit too adventurous, though there is no reason why 
the latter shouldn’t be included if they are well cooped up. 
An animal service is a wonderful opportunity to give young people a prominent part in an all-age 
service, and it is good to give each owner the chance to have their animals blessed with their names, if 
they have them.  It is also good to invite people who do not normally attend services, as the service has 
a very wide appeal beyond the regular congregation, and people see the Church becoming relevant to 
their daily lives. 
 

Welcome 
 

Responses 
The earth is the Lord’s: 
And all that is therein. 
He made birds and cattle and all creeping things: 
The birds of the air and the fish in the sea. 
He made them all and delights in them: 
He made them to be our brothers and sisters 
and to glorify him. 
 

Prayer 
For those, O Lord, the humble beasts  
that bear with us the burden and heat of the day,  
and offer their guileless lives  
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for the wellbeing of humankind;   
and for the wild creatures whom you have made  
wise, strong and beautiful,  
we pray for them your great tenderness of heart,  
for you have promised to save both man and beast,  
and great is your loving kindness, 
O Master, Saviour of the World.   
Amen. 
(St. Basil, Bishop of Caesarea, 330 - 379) 
 
or   

 
O Lord, we pray now for your blessing and protection  
upon all those who work for animal welfare  
and in animal sanctuaries.  
Bless and protect those animals  
who are exploited for money or for pleasure,  
those who help and comfort humanity, 
and those engaged in daily work.   
We remember too animals at risk  
in the detection of crime or medical experiments, 
and those killed in times of war.    
Amen. 
 

Hymn: ‘Go tell all creatures in the world’ (SWC page 149) 

 

Old Testament Reading:  Balaam and his donkey (Numbers 22: 20-35 NIV) 

This can be performed as a dramatised reading with five voices: Narrator, God, Angel, Balaam and the 
Donkey. 
That night God came to Balaam and said, ‘Since these men have come to summon you, go with them, 
but do only what I tell you.’  
Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab. But God was 
very angry when he went, and the angel of the Lord stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was 
riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat 
her to get her back on the road. 
Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between two vineyards, with walls on both sides. 
When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she pressed close to the wall, crushing Balaam's foot 
against it. So he beat her again.  
Then the angel of the Lord moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no room to 
turn, either to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she lay down under 
Balaam, and he was angry and beat her with his staff. Then the Lord opened the donkey's mouth, and 
she said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?’   
Balaam answered the donkey, ‘You have made a fool of me! If I had a sword in my hand, I would kill 
you right now’.   
The donkey said to Balaam, ‘Am I not your own donkey, which you have always ridden, to this day? 
Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?’.  
‘No’, he said.  
Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with his 
sword drawn. So he bowed low and fell face down.  



 

 

The angel of the Lord asked him, ‘Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come 
here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one before me.  The donkey saw me and turned 
away from me these three times. If she had not turned away, I would certainly have killed you by now, 
but I would have spared her.’   
Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, ‘I have sinned. I did not realise you were standing in the road to 
oppose me. Now if you are displeased, I will go back.’  
The angel of the Lord said to Balaam, ‘Go with the men, but speak only what I tell you.’   
      
or    

 
Animals and humans living together in peace (Isaiah 11: 6-9  NIV) 
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the 
yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 
and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my 
holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  
       

Hymn: ‘O Lord of every shining constellation’  

 

Creation Psalm 
 Praise my Lord, O my soul! 
 Oh Christ, my Lord, how great you are. 
Women:  You looked at the sparrows, of little account in the trading place, and saw how not one is 

forgotten by God. 
Men:  You watched the ravens, feeding, neither sowing the seed nor gathering in the harvest, and 

saw how God provides for them. 
Women:  You walked in grassy places, delighting in the wild flowers, and saw how God has made 

them all more beautiful than the finest of fine clothes. 
Men:  You looked at the fig tree, with its leaves growing green and tender and you taught of the 

approach of the kingdom of God. 
Women:  You discerned in the tiny mustard seed, which grows to become the largest of plants, the 

hidden growth of the kingdom of God. 
Men:  You observed flocks of wandering sheep, reminding you of other flocks in need of 

shepherds. 
Women: Your heart was touched by a clucking mother hen, fussing over her brood of chicks   

and remembered it when you wept for Jerusalem. 
Men: You chose a humble donkey as your mount when you entered the city through crowds that 

acclaimed you. 
 Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 Oh Christ, my Lord, how great you are! 
 

Hymn: ‘All creatures of our God and King’ (HO&N 9) (selected verses) 

 

New Testament Reading:  The Good Shepherd (Based on verses from John 10) 

I am the good shepherd.  I call my sheep by name and lead them out.  The sheep know my voice and 
follow me.  The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep, so when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away.  Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  I am 
the good shepherd;   I know my sheep and my sheep know me.   I lay down my life for my sheep. 
       

Hymn ‘Loving Shepherd of thy sheep’ (HO&N 325) 



 

 

 

Talk: Rejoicing with our animals (see St. Francis, Rejoicing with our animals) 

or  
Stories of the Saints (see St. Francis, Stories of the Saints)   
 

Blessing of Animals 
Praised be God, who has made every animal  
wise in the instinct he has given it.   
Now, O Father, we pray that you will protect  
and bless all things that have breath,  
especially these animals gathered here;   
guard them from all evil and  
and grant that they live in peace.   
Amen.   
(After Albert Schweitzer) 

 

Hymn: ‘Jesus shall reign’ (HO&N 277) (A collection may be taken for an animal charity) 

 

Blessing 
May God bless the sun that is above us 
The earth that is below us 
The creatures all around us 
And lead us all into his peace.   
Amen. 
 

Prayers 
Suitable prayers will also be found in Carmen Bernos de Gasztold, Prayers from the Ark. 
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